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President’s Message
North to Alaska --- Reunion 2019! Our reunion
hosts Doris & Marshall had an excellent article in
the November Afterburner highlighting some shore
excursions for Ketchikan. Several attendees
have already contacted them and me for more
suggestions, and some folks have already booked
their excursions. To review the entire list of what
is available, go to www.princess.com and click
on the option at the top of the page BOOKED
GUESTS. Then under Browse & Shop, select
SHORE EXCURSIONS.
Then complete the
section ACCESS YOUR BOOKING WITHOUT
SIGNING IN. You will need your Princess Booking
Number which is on your cruise invoice. Once you
are in, you can scroll and see the many excursion
options available for Ketchikan. Some are gentle,
easy and inexpensive, and there are others that
include fishing expeditions and even flight seeing
over the mountains and landing on a secluded lake
followed by a crab feast. There is something for
everyone and every budget. Or you can explore
Ketchikan on your own.
Alaska TO DO List! Have you decided whether
you are flying to Vancouver a day or two early, or
staying after the cruise? Or maybe even booking
a pre-cruise hotel? Some reunion attendees have
already booked a follow-on cruise. Lots of choices

available and Doris & Marshall covered many of
them in the last Afterburner. Now is the time to
make plans and contact our cruise specialist for
pre- and post-cruise information, hotels if needed,
and even flights to/from Vancouver. Contact our
cruise and travel expert, Susan Pretkus-Combs, at
949-709-0098 or scombs@dreamvacations.com.
Passports! Don’t forget that you MUST have a
valid passport to travel to Vancouver and it must be
valid for at least six months after your scheduled
return to the USA.
Italy Reunion in 2020! Joe & Franca Rutter and
Randy & Peggy Witt volunteered to team together
to host the 2020 reunion in Italy. Itinerary details are
still being coordinated with Roberto, as well as the
folks at Aviano Air Base. We plan to concentrate
this reunion to the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region of
northeast Italy, the region surrounding Aviano.
The reunion team hopes to have enough details to
make the announcement in the May Afterburner.
In this Issue...Member News, 2019 Alaska Cruise
Reunion Info, Attendee List, photos...and more.
www.avianoreunion.com
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Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Elaine Horton - Editor
Lynn Catalina - Webmaster

2019 – Alaska Cruise – September 21-25, 2019
Hosts: Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop

2020 - Italy, September/October Timeframe

Hosts: Joe & Franca Rutter and Randy & Peggy Witt
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer
Sally Ann Eaves

Email: saeaves@comcast.net
8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005

Phone: 303-421-2163

Roster Changes/Corrections
New Address:
Bill Sloan
13822 Gene Rossi Ave
Hudson, FL 34667
Change Of Email:
Daria Christenson:
Dmc35@mediacombb.net

SALLY’S NOTE:

Thank you to all those who paid their dues
on time! Cheers to you!

Ed Laurnen:
Templecrk@gmail.com

CORRESPONDENCE:
Gay Ives wrote a wonderful letter on behalf
of her Mom, Jean. At 91 years young, Jean
is going through the problem of what some
of us call “parts wearing out” and a couple of
hospitalizations. Two heart attacks and failing
eyesight can’t stop this long-time ARA trooper.
Gay stated that she and Mom really miss
attending the annual reunions and visiting with
friends. Jean especially appreciates the cards
some members have sent.

John & Marianna Fells wrote that “we really
enjoy reading the Afterburner and keeping
up with our ARA family. We wish we could
continue to be on those wonderful trips
with our friends, but given our age we can’t
complain. We are so thankful for the many
friends we made at Aviano and the reunions
we made with the ARA.”

One of our DC Reunion attendees sent this
note. He said: “After a long nap, I woke up
so refreshed, relaxed and felt wonderful to
be alive. I was so happy that I just leaned
over and kissed the person sleeping next to
me. Unfortunately I was not at home like I
thought, and it was not my wife. American
Airlines has notified me that I am banned
from their airline until 2023!”

Thank you to all of you! We
would not be here without all of
your support!

George & Gwen Hughes report that they
have been able to move into their home after
the October hurricane that hit Florida and they
thank all for the prayers and concerns. Now
George is fighting the insurance companies
on the lowballing of the property insurance
claims. (I don’t think the insurance folks know
who they are dealing with. GO GEORGE!)
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ARA Reunion Cruise Vancouver to Alaska
In the past issues we have talked about the cruise in total. In this
issue we want to focus on the pre/post cruise activities available in
Victoria, BC. Marshall and I visited Victoria in July and December
2018 and June 2016. Our 2018 trips were taken on the Victoria
Clipper, a passenger boat, out of downtown Seattle, and we took the
car up on a ferry, first to Victoria, and then to Vancouver in 2016.
Some of the exciting things we experienced in Victoria included High
Tea at the Empress Hotel, viewing the beautiful flowers and trees at
Butchart Gardens, the Butterfly Gardens, and the Royal BC Museum.
Of course it goes without saying that dressing to the “nines” and
enjoying tea and crumpets in the Empress formal dining room is
a once in a lifetime adventure or more than once as the case may
be. The Empress Hotel is an Edwardian, chateau-style hotel that
was commissioned to be built for the Canadian Pacific Hotels as a
terminus hotel for the Canadian Pacific’s steamship line.
Construction began in 1904, was completed in 1908, and it cost
$1.6 million. It has been host to Kings and Queens, Presidents and
Generals, socialites and social climbers, movie stars and sports
celebrities. It was most recently renovated starting in 2014 at a cost of
$60 million that restored the” Grand Dame” to the status of a modern
day hotel, including such features as air conditioning. After the iconic
restoration, Fairmont Empress now features 464 well-appointed guest
rooms and suites, each boasting views of either Victoria’s sparkling
Inner Harbor, the city, or the courtyard. We stayed in the Empress in
2016 and December 2018. Really loved each stay!
The Butchart Gardens covers more than 55 acres of a 130 acre estate.
It began from an Idea that Jeannie Butchart conceived to beautify the
depleted limestone quarry that originally provided the family’s income.
The garden features exotic shrubs, trees, and flowers often collected
by the Butcharts during their extensive world travels. You’ll begin your
tour at the Seed and Gift Shop and proceed to the Sunken Garden that features winding beds of annuals,
flowering trees, and shrubs overlooking Quarry Lake. Then proceed to the Rose Garden featuring
the Frog Fountain and the Wishing Well among many varieties of Tea Roses. Proceed onward to the
Japanese and Italian gardens along the banks of the Star Pond. Following along the landscaped path
and stairs to the Piazza you will find dining rooms, coffee shops, the gift shop and visitors Center. Overall,
this Mediterranean themed garden celebrates Vancouver Island’s mild climate by featuring many drought
resistant plants from various areas of the world that share similar growing conditions.
(ARA Reunion Cruise.. Continued on page 4)
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(ARA Reunion Cruise. Continued from page 3)

Our December trip with the “Senior Citizens” group included the Gardens.
We had the pleasure of enjoying the fifth season, the Holiday Season.
Every tree, shrub, etc. was covered in beautiful lights. So amazing!
The Victoria Butterfly Gardens are located just outside Victoria in the
region of Brentwood Bay, BC. It is a short drive away. The Butterfly
Garden features different species of butterflies and moths in their indoor
facility as well as birds, fishes, frogs, an iguana, geckoes and tortoises.
The plants inside the facility are considered “Host Plants” to provide food
and habitat for the butterflies. Primary species include the Blue Morphos
and Owl Butterflies. We visited the Butterfly Gardens when we were on
the car tour in 2016.
An incredibly informative feature of The Royal BC Museum includes
the natural and human history of the indigenous people of Vancouver
Island and British Columbia. The permanent galleries in the museum
include natural history, modern history and local First Nations’ history.
In addition to the permanent galleries the Museum features traveling
exhibits, the most recent being a feature on Egypt and the lives, religion
and Gods of Egyptians. Included in the activities of the day is the IMAX
Theater. It provides entertaining documentary and educational films
about our world. When we visited the film “Oceans” was featured. We
stayed in the Museum for three hours during our last trip. It is a tenminute walk from the Empress.
Victoria is a charming city and if you add this tour to your reunion
cruise, you will truly enjoy your visit with so many activities to explore.

Ask Marshall for more details
on Whiskey Wednesday.

Have you not yet signed up for the reunion? We still have cabins
available. For more info go to www.avianoreunion.com and click on
the header 2019 REUNION. At that page you will find the links to the
detailed flyer and the registration form. You will also find the contact
info for our cruise and travel expert, Susan Pretkus-Combs. We look
forward to seeing you in September.
Doris and Marshall

2019 Alaskan Cruise Reunion Registrants
Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bishop, Marshall & Doris Burnett
Bolen, Paul & Donna
Brown, Fred & Mari Anna
Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Clayton, Mark & Mary
Clements, Bob & Tina
Currie, Al & Lou

Davis, Dee & Betty Farmer
Dorris, Joe & Claire
Eaves, Sally Ann
Gracey, Rodger & Betty
Hansen, Michael & Linda Kazarian
Hefner, George
Horton, Tom & Elaine
Hughes, George & Gwen

Laurnen, Edwin, Judy & Leslie
Laurnen, Mark & Kathleen
Paulissen, David & Cherie
Scherer, David & Maryellen
Shelton, Bill & Patty Prentice
Witt, Randy & Peggy

(As of February 11, 2019)
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THE ART OF TRAVELING
By Lynn Catalina
In the early 1970s when Ben was stationed at
Aviano Air Base, Italy, I served as editor of
the Officer’s Wives Club publication called
“Grapevine.” It was just a fun piece, produced
back in the days of manual typewriters and
duplicating machines, but the issues continue to
serve today as a reminder of our wonderful years
in Italia mia.
The other day I pulled out my first issue as editor
and re-read a small excerpt from the publication,
The Art of Living. The author, Wilfred A. Peterson
wrote a series of such books, most of which are
no longer in print, although I see limited used
copies available on Amazon.

I have been unable to find current contact
information, but with spring and summer traveling
months upon us, I decided to take a chance and
share a few words of Peterson’s wisdom with you.
Yes, the world has changed from that relatively
simpler time, and there are plenty of reasons
to tread the world more carefully. However, the
basic rules of decency and zest for travel still
apply today. Enjoy!

“When you pack your bags to explore the
beauties of your own country or to travel around
the world, consider these keys to a happy
journey: Travel lightly. You are not traveling for
people to see you! Travel slowly. Jet planes are
for getting places and seeing places; take time to
absorb the beauty and inspiration of a mountain
or a cathedral. Travel expectantly. Every place
you visit is like a surprise package to be opened.
Untie the strings with an expectation of high
adventure. Travel hopefully. ‘To travel hopefully,’
wrote Robert Louis Stevenson, ‘is better than to
arrive.’
“Travel humbly. Visit people and places with
reverence and respect for their traditions and
ways of life. Travel courteously. Consideration for
your fellow travelers and your hosts will smooth
the way through the most difficult days.

(The Art of Travel. Continued on page 6)
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(The Art of Travel. Continued from page 5)

“Travel gratefully. Show appreciation for the
many things that are being done by others for
your enjoyment and comfort. Travel with an open
mind. Leave your prejudices at home. Travel with
curiosity. It is not how far you go, but how deeply
you go that mines the gold of experience. Thoreau
wrote a big book about tiny Walden Pond. Travel
with imagination. As the old Spanish proverb puts
it: ‘He who would bring home the wealth of the
Indies must carry the wealth of the Indies with
him.’
“Travel fearlessly. Banish worry and timidity; the
world and its people belong to you just as you
belong to the world. Travel relaxed. Make up your
mind to have a good time. Let go and let God.

“Travel patiently. It takes time to understand
others, especially when there are barriers of
language and custom; keep flexible and adaptable
to all situations.
“Travel with the spirit of a world citizen. You’ll
discover that people are basically much the same
the world around.
“Be an ambassador of good will to all people.”
I wish you safe travels this spring, summer and
the years ahead, wherever your voyages may
take you!

ATTENDING OUR 2009 REUNION CRUISE TO ALASKA?
Here is a quick TO DO NOW!
Do you remember a bulleted point on the reunion cruise flyer that said “$50 onboard credit
for retired, active duty and military veterans”? To get that complimentary $50 applied to your
onboard account on the ship, YOU must complete a short, simple form and submit direct to
Princess along with a COPY of your DD214. The instructions and qualifying information are on
the following page, followed by the form to submit to Princess. There are three options to send
in the form so choose the one easiest for you. We recommend you make a copy of the form if
sending by US mail.

mili t a r y p e r s o n n e l b e n e f i t
onboar d cr edit pr ogram
Princess is pleased to offer a special military personnel onboard credit program. This program is available to active military,
retired military and disabled military veterans with proper identification in the following service divisions: United States
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, National Guard or Reserves, Canadian National Defense and the British Army,
Royal Marines, Royal Navy, Royal Air Force or Reserves.

Onboard credit amount
Voyage Length

OBC amount per qualified passenger**

6 days or less

$50 USD/AUD

7–13 days

$100 USD/AUD

14 days or longer

$250 USD/AUD

* * The onboard credit is provided in the operational currency onboard the vessel

Restrictions
• This offer is valid for a maximum of two military personnel per booking.
• This offer is combinable with other Onboard Credit offers.
• This offer is non-transferable.
• This offer cannot be used for casino credits/charges.
• This offer is combinable with most cruise fares. Some restrictions apply.
• Applications to receive this benefit must be made no later than 14 days prior to the cruise departure date.
• For any questions regarding this offer contact: from the US/Canada 1.800.774.6237 or from the UK, 44 (0) 8453 555 800.

Request form
To request this benefit, please complete the attached form and submit together with a copy of the required proof of eligibility
indicated below. Please ensure that documentation provided has the Social Security Number crossed out.

Submit via email, fax or mail
Submit this request together with your required proof of eligibility c/o Princess Cruises Booking Support Dept. via:
In the US and Canada
Email: militarybenefit@princesscruises.com
Fax: 1.661.753.1394
Mail: 24305 Town Center Drive
Santa Clarita, CA 91355 U.S.A.

In the UK
Email: benefits@princesscruises.co.uk
Fax:
02380 657509
Mail:
Carnival UK, Carnival House 100 Harbour Parade
Southampton, Hampshire SO15 1ST United Kingdom

Requests will be handled within 7 days. Once your request has been processed, an updated booking confirmation will be
forward to you or your travel consultant.

milit ar y per sonnel bene f it r eque s t f or m
To request this benefit, please complete the following information and submit together with a copy of the required proof of
eligibility indicated below. Requests will be accepted up to 14 days prior to your sailing date. Please ensure that documentation
provided has the Social Security Number crossed out.

Procedures
Please provide your name, reservation/booking number, ship and sailing date with proof of eligibility as outlined above.
Booking number:

Ship name: GOLDEN PRINCESS

Last name:
Telephone number:

Sailing date: 09/21/2019

First name:
Email address:

Required proof of eligibility
Included is a photocopy of: (Please check one)

q Active personnel
Please provide a copy of the following:
U.S.: A military verification certificate confirming active duty status.
Canada: CF1FC All Service Silver Card with the Initials CAF in the lower left corner
UK: Official Military Identification

q Retired personnel
Retired personnel defined as A) enlisted personnel or officers with a minimum of 20 years of service,
B) medically retired, or C) 100% disabled. Please provide a copy of the following:
U.S.: DD 214 Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty. Please ensure that Social Security Number has been
crossed out.
Canada: CF1FC All Service Silver Card with the word Veteran in the lower left corner
UK: Appropriate proof of service issued by the MOD

q Veterans with an honorable discharge
Veterans with an honorable discharge serving a minimum of 2 years or 6 months in an active war zone , or an educational
discharge if within 90 days of their normal separation date in any of the applicable service divisions listed above.

Please provide a copy of the following:
U.S.: DD 214 Certificate of Release or Discharge from Active Duty. Please ensure that Social Security Number has
been crossed out.
Canada: VAC (Veterans Affairs Canada) Health Identification Card
UK: Appropriate proof of service issued by the MOD
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