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President’s Message

2018 Reunion in Washington DC! Team Lasher and Hudgins
continue to tweak our itinerary and arrangements and it keeps
getting better and better. All attendees are in for another great
reunion. The latest itinerary and attendee list are in this issue. We
have had a couple of cancellations, so we now have space for four
more people. If your previously conflicting schedule changed and
you can now attend, please contact Dick Hudgins at the address
provided in this Afterburner. You really don’t want to miss the fun
with this group!
2019 Reunion! As we go to
press, San Antonio has now
had 27 days this summer at 100
degrees plus! Lynn and I are
ready for Alaska NOW! We’re
deposited for 2019 and hope you
plan to join us. We announced this reunion earlier than normal,
so we could secure the space on the ship, and it is now secure for
a few months. Alaska is always a sellout and certainly will be for
2019 which is the 50th anniversary of Princess sailing in Alaska!
If we don’t get our allotted cabins deposited soon, the cruise line
will withdraw our unsold
cabins, so please don’t
procrastinate on this
one. If you think you
want to join us, make
your deposit now.

You have until June of next year to change your mind and get a refund. Doris & Marshall have created the latest reunion announcement details in this Afterburner, as well as a very informative flyer
with the itinerary and pricing. NOTE the EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
booking incentive is still available.
ARA Website More Photos…PLUS…! I mentioned the update in
the last issue, but Lynn has now added the 2017 reunion photos,
followed by the Celebrity cruise of the Western Mediterranean.
Check it out. And remember that the 2019 reunion information is
on that site. You can even print the 2019 registration form from
the site!
Life! I came across a quote that I thought important enough to
share with all of you and especially at this time “It’s not the years
in your life that count. It’s the life in your years.” I have seen
so many examples of the life in your years among our membership, especially at our reunions. I look forward to seeing many
more examples in DC and next year on our Alaska Cruise Reunion. Age is only a number and life is truly too short.
In this Issue...Member News, DC Reunion Update and Attendee
List, 2019 Reunion Info, Flyer and Registration Form...and more.
www.avianoreunion.com

Ben

ARA Officers

FUTURE REUNIONS

Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Elaine Horton - Editor
Lynn Catalina - Webmaster

2018 – Washington D.C. – October 11-16, 2018

Hosts: Dick & LeNeille Hudgins and Lash & Norma Lasher

2019 – Alaska Cruise – September 21-25, 2019
Hosts: Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop
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Roster Changes/Corrections
New Email:

Tom Futrell:
Carol Futrell:
George Hefner:

TomFutrell2@gmail.com
CarolFutrell2@gmail.com
togeorge.w.hefner@reagan.com

Phone Change: Tom and Carol Futrell will be

disconnecting their land line.
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer
Sally Ann Eaves

Email: saeaves@comcast.net
8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005

Phone: 303-421-2163

REAL
Teamwork!
Most of you don’t know what
it takes to revise our Membership Directory every two years. Sally may be the SecretaryTreasurer, but it takes a team of volunteers to review each and
every name, address, phone number and everything else in that
Directory to help insure accuracy. Thanks to Nancy & George
Beckwith and Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop working with Sally
to make it happen. The draft is in coordination and we hope to
have it finalized soon. Once it is printed, it will first be distributed
to the DC reunion attendees. All others will receive their copies in
the mail after the reunion.

AND SPEAKING OF TEAMWORK AND SUPPORT TEAMS,
WE ARE BIDDING FOND FAREWELLS…
...to Two of Our Newsletter’s Most Important People
that Most of Our Members Never Even Met!
We are losing our wonderful
webmaster, LISA RINGLER!
I previously mentioned the tremendous
church workload that she has, and
because of this, Lynn jumped in and
assisted over the past few months
while Lisa provided technical assistance and training. As a result, Lynn
(aka my wife) is now our Webmaster.
Lisa did a fabulous job for us over the
years and it was much appreciated by
all who visited our site. Best wishes and many thanks to you
for your time and dedication, Lisa.

Farewell to Julie! Who? JULIE MOUVERY
has been the publisher of our Afterburner for
over 20 years. And what a pro she is! Elaine
and I have provided her with the rough draft
articles and photos we and others created for
each issue and Julie has waved her magic
software wand over them and they instantly
appear as beautiful works of graphic art. Actually it is not that
easy, but Julie has the skills to make it appear that way. She has
been an angel to work with, is much appreciated and will be so
missed as she has finally decided to retire. Julie, on behalf of the
hundreds of members and friends who have viewed your works of
art each month on our Afterburners, thank you so much for your
dedication and support to us. God speed to you and your family
as you step into the next chapter of your life.
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Monuments, Memorials, and Museums

We have made a few changes to the schedule of events for our Washington DC 2018 Reunion.
Gadsby’s Tavern dinner will be on Sunday evening rather than
Saturday. Here’s an overview of our updated itinerary:

Thursday, October 11TH

REGISTRATION AT
THE HOTEL
The Westin Tysons Corner,
located in Falls Church,
Virginia, is our hotel and
headquarters for our 2018
Washington DC Reunion.
All rooms have free Wi-Fi,
a safe, refrigerator, TV, and
iron/board. Self-parking is
free, and meals at the restaurants in the hotel are discounted by 15% (be certain
to ask) for our members. Use of the hotel pool and fitness center
are free, and for a fee of $5.00, the hotel will provide work-out
clothing, shorts, tee shirts, socks and sneakers for the duration
of your stay. The free hotel shuttle bus will transport you to the
Washington DC Metro Station, or any other venue within three
miles of the hotel.
The ADDRESS of the hotel is: 7801 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church, VA 22043. PHONE NUMBER is 703-893-1340.
CHECK IN TIME is 3:00 PM (unless they have availability in the
room you have reserved)
CHECK OUT TIME is 12 noon.
3:00 PM: The WELCOME RECEPTION is in the Dogwood
Hospitality Suite

Friday, October 12th

10:00 AM - SPIRIT RIVER CRUISE AND BUFFET LUNCH
The bus departs for our Potomac Cruise on The Spirit of Washington at exactly 10:00 AM. This ship is a modern dining ship
with both inner and outer seating areas. The three inner dining
areas offers plenty of comfortable seating with large picture
windows to see the sites,
while the topside outer
deck provides fresh air
and an open view of the
landscape. There are
also full service bars on
board.

4:00 PM: The Hospitality Suite will be open upon our return to
the hotel.
5:30 PM: ARA BUSINESS MEETING IN THE PALM COURT at
the hotel. We will have Door Prizes at DC Reunion! During the
Business Meeting at the DC reunion, we will be giving away several door prizes. There will be several EXTRA prizes available
to those members who made their 2019 Alaska Reunion deposit
by September 30, 2018. The prizes will include two $250 gift
certificates and two $200 gift certificates to apply to their 2019
Alaska cruise reunion final payment! But remember that you
must qualify for those special prizes by having your cruise
cabin deposited with Susan no later than September 30!
6:00 PM+: Dinner is own your own.

Saturday, October 13th

9:30 AM: Bus departs for UDVAR-HAZY CENTER, a companion facility to the museum in
Washington, DC for aircraft
and spacecraft.
Lunch on your own is at
McDonalds in the
Udvar-Hazy Center.
1:00 PM: MOUNT
VERNON MUSEUM TOUR/
Gardens and House tours.
Mount Vernon was the
plantation house of George Washington, the first President of the
United States, and his wife, Martha Dandridge Custis Washington. The estate is situated on the banks of the Potomac River in
Fairfax County, Virginia, near Alexandria. The Washington family
had owned land in the area since the time of Washington’s greatgrandfather in 1674. In 1739 they embarked on an expansion of
the estate that continued under George Washington, who came
into possession of the estate in 1754, but did not become its sole
owner until 1761. Allowing the public to see the estate is not an
innovation, but part of a 200-year-old tradition started by George
Washington himself. In 1794 he wrote: “I have no objection to
any sober or orderly person’s gratifying their curiosity in viewing
the Buildings, and Gardens about Mount Vernon.”
7:00 PM: Hospitality Suite is open upon return at approximately 7:00 PM
7:00 PM+: Dinner is on your own.
(Monuments, Memorials & Museums... Continued on page 4)
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(Monuments, Memorials & Museums... Continued from page 3)

Sunday, October 14

MORNING FREE
12:00 PM: ARLINGTON
NATIONAL CEMETERY
TRAM TOUR
Our tour-guide-bus departs
at noon. Then you can
relax on the comfortable
tour vehicle as you journey
through history. Learn about the cemetery’s history, the heroes
who rest there, and other stories from your knowledgeable guide.
You’ll be transported to notable graves and memorials and witness the Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of the Unknown.
Today, Arlington National Cemetery is the final resting place for
more than 400,000 active duty service members, veterans and
their families. It is a place to remember the men and women who
served their nations and where all who visit can gain a sense of
their sacrifice.
5:00 PM: Dinner at GADSBY’S TAVERN in Old Town, Alexandria, Virginia - Gadsby’s Tavern, in Old Town Alexandria, Virginia,
is the most historic restaurant in the United States, with fine
dining since 1770. From the Monroe menu, we can choose from
four entrees and three desserts. You may select your choices at
Registration on Thursday.

Monday, October 15

9:00 AM: WASHINGTON DC CITY TOUR
Our bus departs at 9:00 AM.
Tour guides will be with us
for stops at the Vietnam Memorial, WWII memorial plus
various other Monuments,
Memorials, and Museums
in the City. We will drive by
The White House, and the US Capital and Supreme Court Buildings.
MIDDAY: Our lunch on your own will be at the Reagan Building
Food Court.
3:30 PM: The Hospitality Suite will open as we return to the
hotel until 6:00 PM.
6:00 PM: FAREWELL DINNER BANQUET
will be in the Westin Oaks 3 Ballroom, and it features a pay as
you go bar, an outstanding buffet dinner, followed by dancing to
the live music of Dale Jerrett!!
Dick & LeNeille Hudgins, and Lash & Norma Lasher, your 2018
Washington DC Reunion Co-Hosts, hope you will all enjoy the
eventful and entertaining four days of touring highlights in and
around our Nation’s Capitol that we have planned for you.
Looking forward to being with you!

REUNION 2018 REGISTRANTS
Bell, Dave & Bobbie - H
Bishop, Marshall & Doris Burnett - H
Bolen, Paul & Donna - H
Black, Melvin & Sandy - H
Brown, Fred & MariAnna - H
Catalina, Ben & Lynn - H
Clayton, Mark & Maggie - H
Collins, Gary & Margie - H
Corcoran, Marge - H
Davis, Dee - H
Dorris, Joe & Claire - H
Eaves, Sally Ann - H
Farmer, Betty - H
Fryman, Ken & Kay - H

Futrell, Tom & Carol - H
Gaskell, Dick & Barbara - H
Gracey, Rodger & Betty - H
Hansen, Mike & Linda Kazarian - H
Hefner, George - H
Hoit, Zane & Margaret - H
Horton, Tom & Elaine - H
Hudgins, Dick & LeNeille – C - H
Hughes, George & Gwen - H
Ives, Faye & Victoria - H
Jenkins, Jack & Judy - H
Lasher, Lash & Norma – C - H
Leone, Nick & Margaret - H
Maust, Jay & Jane - H

McGuth, Bill - H
Ondrusek, Lou & Astrid - H
Rutter, Joe & Franca - H
Smith, Carol - H
Stephens, Shelly - H
Strong, Gary & Ivana - H
Titus, George - H
Trent, Doug & Ann - H
Vazquez, Jaime & Belinda - H
Vazquez, Jose - H
Walbridge, Ray & Sandy McCord - H
Willsey, Dean & Dana - H
Witt, Randy & Peggy - H
H – Hotel Reserved

C – Co-Hosts

HAVE YOU FOUND YOUR REUNION LANYARDS AND NAMETAGS? Remember that you need them for admission at all
reunion events. First time reunion attendees will be provided with lanyards and nametags. For those previous attendees who can’t find theirs, contact Ben Catalina (bcatalina@satx.rr.com) and bring an extra $5 with you.
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North To Alaska With the ARA
We have an exciting, very affordable reunion
arranged for next year. For a new approach, we have planned a cruise. So,
you are probably thinking, “Why have a
cruise?” Some of the reasons are:
• All of us are together for 4 days on the
ship.
• Can do as we please, spend more time with
friends
• Enjoy complimentary shows/entertainment each evening and
many options during the day.
• Easy, very walkable port of Ketchikan to do as desired, i.e. The
Red Dog Saloon!
• Except for Ketchikan, no bus to catch and no “be on time or we
leave you.”
• In this case there is no maximum number of participants.
SAILING DATES AND DESTINATION
The sailing dates are September 21-25, 2019, round trip from
Vancouver, British Columbia (BC) aboard the Golden Princess.
The port of call is Ketchikan, Alaska. This will be an ideal time to
renew old acquaintances and make new friends on this four-night
cruise, not to mention the delicious food, drink and socializing, at
a great price. For example, the base cost ranges from $449 per
person for an inside stateroom (plus tax and fees) to $764 per
person for a mini-suite (plus tax and fees)!
SPECIAL DETAILS
Susan Petrus-Combs (our personal representative at Dream Vacations) has saved group inventory at special fares on the cruise
noted on this flyer below and can assist with others. For more
details on this fantastic voyage, the detailed flyer is attached as
page 7.
http://www.avianoreunion.com/2019-reunion.html
You can also view the ship details and cabins details at the
Golden Princess link, as well as a wonderful video of our Italian
themed ship, THE GOLDEN PRINCESS. Click on the following
link:
https://www.princess.com/ships-and-experience/ships/npgolden-princess/
If you want to explore more of Alaska or Canada, Susan has
additional cruise space blocked for us for sailings immediately
before or after our cruise. You may add either of these cruise
options to our reunion if you want to enjoy a longer stay in
Alaska/Canada.

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL
We know that September 2019 is a
long way in the future. However, to
tempt you a little, an Early Bird Special
is offered. The first 40 members make
their deposits will receive $25 per person
onboard credit (limited to a max of two
members per stateroom). Early Bird spaces
are filling up so don’t be the procrastinator. Get your
deposit in now and be ready to enjoy the fun and scenery.
TO REGISTER FOR THE REUNION
• Please complete the official registration form, attached to this
Afterburner, and return it to Susan by email (scan and send as
an attachment), mail or fax (949-709-4049).
• Payment may be made any one of three ways:
- Information may be added to the bottom of the form if you are
faxing it (fax is in a secure location in a private home office).
- Alternatively, payment information may be submitted separately through a secure online payment portal through the link
provided on the form: https://fs24.formsite.com/andonges/
form58/index.html
- OR, you can do it the old fashioned way: Snail Mail!
(aka, mail it!)
• Invoice confirmations will be sent when deposits are paid.
• The flyer and registration form are in this issue but can also be
found on our ARA website:
• Princess requires a minimum of 20% deposit of the cruise fare.
We have rounded those amounts to make it easier for members and accounting to manage. Here are the total deposits
per stateroom (for 2 people) by category in our group inventory: (See the full details regarding price in the line in the
SPECIAL DETAILS section above.)
		 - Inside Cabin
		 - Ocean View

$200
$250

- Balcony
- Mini- Suite

$300
$350

We highly recommend the mini-suite. Contact Susan and make
your deposit now. You
probably don’t need to
complete the form as
she has all the needed
info on you two from your
past bookings.
(North to Alaska With the ARA... Continued on page 6)
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Hotel information in Vancouver will be provided later for those
flying in early or desiring to remain after the cruise to explore
more of this beautiful Canadian city. This will include Information
regarding group rates at a Vancouver hotel.
Don’t forget to update your passport, if needed, so that the expiration date is more than six-months after the cruise completion or
your scheduled return to the USA!
We are looking forward to seeing you aboard the Golden Princess
for this exciting reunion!

Doris and
Marshall

Vancouver, BC - It seems unlikely that a character named “Gassy
Jack” Deighton would be responsible for one of the most beautiful
cities on the continent. But that’s history for you.
During the gold rush, Gassy Jack saw a chance to make money
from the hordes
of miners on
their way to
the Yukon. The
saloon he built
became the
focus of the
shanty town
known as Gastown. From that
ragtag group of
shacks, modern
Vancouver
was born.
The provincial
government persuaded settlers to change the name of the town
to Vancouver, after Captain George Vancouver, who sailed the
region’s waters in 1792.
Canada’s third-largest city, Vancouver is a cosmopolitan place
with a European feel and a personality all its own. It’s a community with a rich ethnic mix - including the second-largest Chinatown
in North America - and stunningly beautiful parks.
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2019 Alaskan Cruise Reunion Registrants
AKA Early Bird Special Registrants
(As of 27 August 2018)

Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bishop, Marshall & Doris Burnett
Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Dorris, Joe & Claire
Eaves, Sally Ann
Gracey, Roger & Betty
Hansen, Michael & Linda Kazarian
Hefner, George
Horton, Elaine & Tom
Laurnen, Edwin, Judy, & Leslie
Laurnen, Mark & Kathleen
Paulissen, Cherie & David
Scherer, David & Maryellen

Ketchikan, Alaska - Ketchikan is known as Alaska’s “First City”
because it’s the first major community travelers come to as they
journey north. Located on an island, Ketchikan began life as an
Indian fishing camp. The name Ketchikan comes from a Tlingit
phrase that means “eagle with spread-out wings,” a reference to a
waterfall near town.
In the early
1900s, when
gold was
Alaska’s
claim to
fame, fishing
and timber
industries
were established in
Ketchikan.
The growth of these industries helped make this Inside Passage
port Alaska’s fourth-largest city.
Visitors to Ketchikan will be intrigued by its rich Native heritage,
which includes the world’s oldest collection of totem poles at
Totem Heritage Center. The Haida, Tlingit and Tsimshian are all
a part of the city’s colorful history. Ketchikan, with its abundance
of salmon, is also a sport fishing paradise. Sightseers will be impressed with both the scenic town and its surroundings, especially
Misty Fjords National Monument.
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