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ARA CELEBRATES 25 YEARS 1987-2012
The ARA was the brainchild of Art and Rusty Voisard who held the first
reunion in Biloxi, Mississippi in 1987. Art served as the OSI agent at
Aviano during 1959-1962. Their goal was
to form an organization of people who were
stationed at Aviano, and have a reunion
every two years to continue their friendship.
Membership now includes anyone who has

ever been stationed at Aviano and also family and friends of existing
members. Because of the reunions’ popularity, the reunion schedule
was changed to every year beginning in 1993 resulting in 22
reunions to date. This humble beginning has blossomed
into a vibrant organization of over 250 members
that even includes many children of the
members who lived in Aviano.

President’s Message

Savannah 2012! Elaine & Tom Horton now have over 80 people
deposited for the Savannah reunion. It was obvious when we first
posted the reunion schedule that it would sell out fast…and has.
They have put a lot of work into this reunion, even visiting Savannah twice for research and planning, as well as meeting with tour
operators, restaurants, and the hotel manager. Elaine has more
info elsewhere in this Afterburner.
Welcome Sally Ann Eaves! The newest member of your Board
of Officers is now on duty as your Secretary Treasurer. Sally took
over on January 1 and has already opened an ARA bank account
and is getting a handle on her new duties. Thanks again to Emily
Povey for her many years of service. Thanks to both Emily’s and
Tama Tillman’s work with the treasury and the records, it was a
smooth transition.

Change in Afterburner Distribution! In an effort to save publication and mailing expenses, the May issue of the Afterburner will be
emailed to every member with an email address. No longer will the
Afterburner be mailed via USPS to our “online” membership unless

you contact the Editor by email and request to continue with the
paper version. Once you’ve seen an emailed Afterburner, you will
soon see why it is so much better than the paper version. By email,
you have immediate access to various websites listed in that issue,
can view photos larger and brighter than on paper, and for those of
us with bifocals, readers, cataracts, and squinty eyes, we can even
increase the type size as we read it on screen. We will also make
any future registration and membership forms capable of being
completed by computer so you no longer have to complete a paper
copy by pen. Again, members without email will automatically get a
paper copy mailed via USPS. We’ll continue to make more improvements.
Editor Retires! Yep, after 21 years Nick has decided that it is
someone else’s turn! I’ve tried to get him to change his mind with
no luck. The May issue will be his last as Editor, but he will always
be an ARA member.
In This Issue…Savannah Reunion Update, Attendee List, more
photos, and much more. Enjoy!

ARA Officers

FUTURE REUNIONS

Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Nick Leone - Editor
Lisa Ringler - Webmaster

2012 Savannah, GA - Hosts: Tom & Elaine Horton
September 30 – October 5, 2012
2013 Las Vegas, NV - Hosts: Doris Burnett with
Nancy and George Beckwith
2014 Italy - Hosts: Zane and Margaret Hoit
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WELCOME

New Members
David (Dave) & Roberta (Bobbie) Bell
805 47th Street
Vienna, WV 26105
Phone: 304-295-9049
Email: dpbrsb@usa.net
Friends of Catalina
Stephen (Cove) Kovaleski & Elizabetta
(Beta) Zambon-Zema
15 Elmherst Lane
Oakville, CT 06779
Email: SKovaleski@att.net
Aviano Era: 59-62
Military, Air Police Arms Room
James (Jim) & Patricia McGranor
3656 CR 182 Box 277
Westcliffe, CO 81252
Phone: 719-783-9471
Email: jamesmcgranor@rocktmail.com
Aviano Era: 60-63
Military, 7227 Combat Support Group

Correspondence

Dear friend:
Curtis Burns died quietly and quickly of a heart attack
and the funeral was in Bryan earlier this year.
Sincerely, Tracie Burns - tmburns@flash.net
A Note From The Editor:
Provided by Former ARA PresidentTama Tillman
Curtis was the first “Editor”, although back at the beginning the
position was called Secretary and included taking minutes and doing the newsletter. The membership part of the job was the Membership Secretary back then and was held by Art Voisard along
with the position of Treasurer. Curtis started as part of the Pro-Tem
Board set up prior to the first reunion in 1987.
Curtis held the Secretary position until the 1989 Tampa reunion when I took it over. He then became the Historian. He held
that position until the 1993 Colorado Springs reunion. But even
after leaving the Board, he continued to provide information about
planes, his personal passion. The pictures used on the masthead
of the early Afterburners were provided by him.
Even though he only physically attended some of the earliest
reunions, he kept his membership active up through 2011.
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ROSTER CORRECTIONS
Anita Burnet
New phone # 704-771-0031

Carol Davis married Tom
Elpers in November

Don & Noreen Cronquist
25 Shadow Mountain Drive
Logan, UT 84321
Phone: 435-213-3631
Email: Cronquist@aol.com

Carol and Tom Elpers
316 Merrivale Lane
Spartanburg, SC 29301
New email for Carol:
littlewoman47@gmail.com

DUES WERE
DUE JAN 1
Are you past due? If your
mailing label shows paid thru
2011, you are overdue. If you
get the Afterburner by email,
Sally will email you a reminder. Dues checks should be
mailed to:
Sally Ann Eaves,
8708 Independence Way
Arvada, CO 80005
Dues are $15 per year and
checks should be made
payable to Aviano Reunion
Association.

EDITOR’S NOTE
I was elected as your editor for a three year term during
the 1991 reunion business meeting at Aviano, Italy and
have just completed my 21st year. It has been a fun job
and I have enjoyed every moment of it.
However, I feel that it is now time to retire and give this
office to a younger member. I would be remiss if I didn’t
give credit to Julie Mouvery,
the lady who has done such
a wonderful job in preparing
the Afterburner for printing with clever clip art and
layout.
I wish my replacement the
very best.
Nick Leone
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Aviano Reunion Association Update for Savannah 2012
Sunday, September 30th—Friday, October 5th

What a wonderful time we are going to have in Savannah! Currently there are 84 people who have reserved their space and
I am going to try to accommodate all of them. Anyone who is
now interested will definitely have to go on our Wait List! Come
with lots of energy, a flexible attitude and a SERIOUS appetite!
Speaking of appetites, I must admit that when I heard that Paula
Deen had been diagnosed with type 2 Diabetes, I got the giggles
… like, REALLY? This is NEWS? I think it is interesting that they
have known this for 2 years and her sons have already written a
book with new, revised recipes AND she is already endorsing a
prescription medicine for the disease, which they announced in
January when people are making New Years’ resolutions. God
bless her. She is a survivor in every way! Personally, I love it
and wish her well.
Here is another quote from “Midnight in the Garden of Good and
Evil” by John Berendt talking about his impressions of the city
when he first arrived. Perhaps they will match some of yours
when you arrive:
“ ‘The weather outlook for the Coastal Empire… is for highs in
the mid-eighties, with moderate seas and a light chop on inland
waters.’ Abruptly, the trees gave way to an open panorama of
marsh grass the color of wheat. Straight ahead, a tall bridge
rose steeply out of the plain. From the top of the bridge, I looked
down on the Savannah River, and on the far side, a row of old
brick buildings fronted by a narrow esplanade. Behind the buildings a mass of trees extended into the distance, punctuated by
steeples, cornices, rooftops, and cupolas. As I descended from
the bridge, I found myself plunging into a luxuriant green garden.
… It had just rained; the air was hot and steamy. I felt enclosed
by a semitropical terrarium, sealed off from the world that suddenly seemed a thousand miles away.
“The streets were lined with townhouses of brick and stucco,
handsome old buildings with high front stoops and shuttered
windows. I entered a square that had flowering shrubs and a
monument in the center. A few blocks farther on, there was
another square. Up ahead, I could see a third on line with this
one, and a fourth beyond that. To the left and right, there were
two more squares. There were squares in every direction. I
counted eight of them. Ten. Fourteen. Or was it twelve? ‘There
are exactly twenty-one squares.’ An elderly lady told me later in
the afternoon…..She was going to take me on an excursion, she
said. It was too nice a day, and I had too little time in Savannah
for us to waste it indoors.”

We have too little time as well, so let’s make the most of it! It is
going to be a wonderful adventure. We have arranged for 10
specially designed tours, five included meals that will show off
the best of Savannah and a welcoming hospitality suite for the
amazing cost of $600 per person.
Please be sure you have made your reservations at The Mulberry Inn. Here is the hotel information again:
The historic Mulberry Inn is offering us the great rate of $129 per
night (or upgrade to a suite for +$30/day!). Parking is $12/day
(or just join their Holiday Inn Priority Club when registering, and
it will be FREE!). A taxi from the airport is approximately $25.
Reservations may be made at the hotel by calling 912.238.1200
and ask for the Aviano Reunion Group Rate. If you have any
specific questions that the reservation desk can’t answer, just
ask for Torie Braswell. If you want to extend your stay (before or
after the reunion dates), they will arrange for you to do so at the
reduced rate of $149 per night (or $179 per night for a suite).
We have 66 people who paid their deposit prior to October 31,
2011 and will be entered into a drawing for $100 cash at the
Welcome Reception (but they must be present to win!).
Payment due dates are now:
February 29, 2012: $250 per person interim payment (A leap
year present!! Extended from the 15th!)
July 15, 2012:
Balance of $250 per person due
July 15, 2012:
Deadline for payment for Optional tour at
Mrs. Wilkes, BUT it is first come, first serve since they can only
hold 80 people, so I recommend that you go ahead and pay that
with your February payment.
(1.) The deposit was refundable until January 31, 2012.
(2.) Since January 31, 2012, the deposit as well as any past
or future payments are NON-refundable, unless we are able to
substitute another member to take your place.
Send your second check for $250 per person (and your payment
for the optional tour at Mrs. Wilkes’ for $35 per person) payable
to the Aviano Reunion Association, along with the names for
whom the deposit is being sent, and mail to the address below.
Also, tell us if you will need a nametag. Can’t wait to see you in
Savannah!
Elaine and Tom Horton
QUESTIONS? Call Elaine at 770-333-7875 or mail to:
2722 Lansdowne Lane, Atlanta, GA 30339
Email her (preferred) at elaine@elainehorton.com
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AVIANO REUNION SAVANNAH 2012 Itinerary
September 30 - October 5, 2012
Day 1 - Sunday, September 30th
• Check in after 4 pm (hotel will try to accommodate earlier
if needed)
• 5:00-8:00: Welcome Buffet
Day 2 - Monday, October 1st
• 8:30-10:00: Trolley tour of City
• 10:00-12:30: Lunch on your own
• 12:30-3:30: Historic Homes Tour
• 5:00-7:00: Dinner/The Pirates House
• 7:00-8:30: Haunted Tour
Day 3 - Tuesday, October 2nd
• 8:00: Leave hotel to Low Country, SC
• 9:30-10:30: Parris Island Museum
• 11:00-2:00: Historic Beaufort and Tours of The Point
Historic District
• 2:00: St. Helena’s Episcopal Church
• 3:00-4:00: Return to Savannah
• 4:00-5:00: ARA Business Meeting
• 6:00-7:30: OPTIONAL DINNER at Mrs. Wilkes’ Dining Room

Day 4 - Wednesday, October 3rd
• Morning on your own
• 11:00-2:30: River Cruise and Port Tour, catered lunch by 		
Paula Deen
• Afternoon on your own
• 5:00-8:00: Dinner at The Pink House
Day 5 - Thursday, October 4th:
• 8:30-10:00: Eighth Air Force Museum
• 10:30-11:30: Old Fort Jackson
• 11:30-12:00: Tybee Island Lighthouse
• 12:30-2:30: Crab Shack Restaurant (ordering on your own)
• 5:30-8:30: Farewell Banquet at The Mulberry Inn
Day 6 - Friday, October 5th:
• Checkout is by 11:00 am
Total cost of the tour: $600 per person, to include ten tours, five
meals, transportation, admission tickets and tips. One optional
meal at Mrs. Wilkes Dining Room for $35 per person.

Y’all Come

AVIANO REUNION RESERVATIONS
SAVANNAH – 2012

Vito and Shirley Altieri
Tayler Bailey
George and Nancy Beckwith
Melvin and Sandy Black
Bob Burnett and guest
Doris Burnett and guest
Ben and Lynn Catalina
Kaki and Rob Colvin
Bill Coote
Marge Corcoran
Al and Lou Currie
Bill and Dee Davis
Joe and Claire Dorris
Bill and Debi Droke
Sally Eaves
Lew Erhart

Dick and Barbara Gaskell
Pete and Pat Gissing
Rodger and Betty Gracey
Mike Hansen/Linda Kazarian
Zane and Margaret Hoit
Tom and Elaine Horton
Phil and Hilda Howerton
Dick and LeNeille Hudgins
George Hughes
Faye and Victoria Ives
Pam Kelleher
Lash and Norma Lasher
Nick and Margaret Leone
Neil Lewis
Topper and Carole Long
Jay and Jane Maust

Chuck and Pat Miller
Luis and Astrid Ondrusek
Bill and Emily Povey
Pete Ross
Joe and Franca Rutter
Jon Scannell
Tom and Jo Scannell
Dave and Maryellen Scherer
Alan and Linda Steele
Doug and Ann Trent
Jaime and Belinda Vazquez
Ray and Marilyn Walbridge
Bill and Gloria Walker
Carolyn Watters
Dean and Dana Wilsey
Peggy and Randy Witt
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Reminiscing…in Old Afterburners

By: Ben Catalina
Those first two issues made it perfectly clear that the intention
Our past President, Tama Tillman, took on the huge effort
was that membership was to be open to anyone who was staof scanning all the past Afterburners and making a history file of
tioned at Aviano, their family, and friends. I’m glad to see that we
them. I have found time to read a few and it’s been very interesting to see how our Association came about and how it was a
are actively continuing that intention.
labor of love for our founders.
It was interesting to see that like all reunion planning, it can
be a coordination struggle and adjustments have to be made.
The first Aviano Reunion Association newsletter, Volume 1,
The first reunion was scheduled to be held at the Biloxi Howard
Number 1, dated March 17, 1986 was a two-page black & white
Johnson. A few months before the reunion, the hotel closed due
typed newsletter mailed to about 100 or so potential members.
Founder Art Voisard signed it as the “Reunionizer.” By-laws and
to bankruptcy. Art didn’t slow down but immediately negotiated
incorporation were still a dream. That first newsletter didn’t yet
with the Biloxi Hilton. He had to slow down a little as he had a
small stroke, but still persevered and that first reunion was held
have a name; it was just a mailing to prospective members drumas scheduled. And, as they say, the rest is history! The first
ming up support, both in members and financial donations.
The second issue of April 15, 1986 saw the word “Afterreunion was a success and we get better each year. It’s also
burner” on the masthead for the first time. Art announced that he
interesting to note that Joe and Franca Rutter attended that first
was taking the initiative to host the first reunion in Biloxi in 1987.
reunion! More reminiscing to come in future issues...

The Saga Asofeditedthe
Red Bianchina
by Ben Catalina
When I read some of the early Afterburners, one special article grabbed my attention. It stood out because it was written by
a charter and lifelong member, Curtis Burns, who recently passed
away. While space does not allow me to print all of the article in
this Afterburner, I thought I’d give you a teaser.
Upon arriving at Aviano in 1958, I felt the need for a handy
but cheap second car. After a search, I found a used Bianchina
at the Autobianchi dealer for a little less than $600. Quite a wad
of currency in Lira notes though. (The dealer didn’t trust the
Credito Italiano checks and demanded cash.)
The Bianchina was a small, special convertible body on the
Fiat 500 chassis. Very sporty but economical. It got 60 miles to
the gallon on the 13 cent per gallon Quartermaster gas we could
buy at the base and would go 100 (kilometers per hour, that is)
flatout, driving uphill from Pordenone to the base at Aviano. It
would do 110 (or 68 miles per hour) downhill back to Pordenone
at full throttle. (Which is the only way to drive, if you wanted to
keep up with the Italian motor scooters.)
Maintenance costs weren’t much. Once I tossed a jack into
the front luggage compartment after changing a flat and shorted
out the electrical buss which burned out all the wiring in the car.
After putting out the fire with dirt from the street, I had it towed to
the dealer where all the wiring had to be replaced. The total cost
of repair was 8,000 Lire (5 bucks US). A perfect second car. It
wasn’t suitable for long trips, though. I took the family to Lignano
once in it. Too far! Those straw mats the Italians liked to use for
seat padding couldn’t hack it.
We came home from a trip in our other car one afternoon
and found the Bianchina parked crosswise in the basement
garage of our villa….to be continued.

AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION, INC.
TREASURER’S REPORT For Year Ending December 31, 2011

Beginning Balance in Bank – January 1, 2011		
Inflows:
Dues		
$1,950.00
Interest Earned		

9.89

Pin Sales 		

18.00

2010 Reunion Income		

1,035.04

		
Total Inflows		
				
Outflows:
Bank Fee

$6,494.25

$3,012.93
$9,507.18

$ 2.00

Corporate Agent		

291.00

Office Expense		

108.96

Postage		

757.50

Printing – Afterburner		

848.96

Printing – Roster		

594.64

Misc. – Roster		

13.98

2012 Reunion Advance		

600.00

2011 Reunion Expense		

200.00

2012 Reunion Expense		

200.00

Total Outflows 			
Balance in Bank – December 31, 2011		

$3,617.04		
$5,890.14

Note: funds in bank include prepaid dues as follows:
2012
$1020
2014 $105
2013
$300
2015
$15
Total $1440
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Trekking Israel,
Egypt & Turkey

Aviano Reunion Association

7

Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 25 Number 1

2623 Hickory Flats Trail
Huntsville, AL 35801
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