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Branson Attendee List!  It’s growing!  Thanks 
to those of you who have made your deposits.  Having 
those early deposits paid really helps the hosts better plan 
for the activities and the local transportation...and those 
most important meals, as well as supplies of snacks and 
beverages in the hospitality room.  As I’ve said before, if 
you haven’t yet mailed your deposit, please see the article 
elsewhere in this issue and get it done.  You can also visit 
our website at www.avianoreunion.com and click on the 
Reunion 2015 link to see who is going AND to get the form 
to mail your deposit.  Don’t hesitate to call or email Belinda 
on any questions.

Congratulations!  To our honeymooners George & 
Gwen Hughes who tackled a zip-line in the jungles of the 
Honduras and had the time of their lives!

Our Number One Cheerleader!  Nice to see 
that Jay Maust has been in action again by encouraging 
more of our dentist and other member friends to join him 
and Jane in Branson.  Jay says that free dental checkups 
will be held at the hospitality room each evening!  Thanks 
Jay!

Blast From the Past aka Memories of 
Aviano!  Do you remember our requests of 2012 and 
2013?  We asked the membership --- YOU --- for your con-
tributions for potential publication in the Afterburner.  Elaine 
and I get lots of compliments on this publication, 

but we cannot create articles without your help.  We know 
that those of you who were assigned to Aviano all have 
some special memories of that assignment, as well as a 
few funny or crazy stories that happened there.  Let the 
Editor hear about them!  Send your story to Elaine and let’s 
share those memories. Don’t miss the one in this issue from 
Jean Ives!!

Veteran Photos Needed!  At the Branson 
reunion, one of the entertainment venues we will be attend-
ing wants to have a slide show of our Aviano veterans in 
uniform.  This will be part of their veterans’ tribute at the end 
of their show.  To support this, I need your input.  Please 
see the separate article elsewhere in this Afterburner.   

Door Prizes at Branson Reunion!  Remem-
ber that the members who deposited by Oct. 31st qualified 
for the two $200 door prizes.  Because of the great feed-
back we had in Vegas and Savannah about the Friuli Pinot 
Grigio vino we gave away, we plan to bring 12 more bottles 
to Branson and offer them as additional door prizes.  BUT...
you must get your reunion deposit in no later than 
March 31, 2015.  So there you have it, one more incentive 
to get your deposit check mailed NOW.

In this Issue... Member News, First Night at Aviano, 
Veteran Photos Needed, Branson Reunion Info & Attendee 
List...and More...

http://www.avianoreunion.com
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163 

ARA November/December
 Roster Changes and Corrections

 Francis A. Currie:  
Change street name from 

Riverhills to 
River Hills Dr..

Ben and Lynn Catalina
42 Roseheart

San Antonio, TX 78259

Mark and Maggie Clayton
5933 Constitution St.
Ave Maria, FL 34142

WELCOME
New Members

2015 Dues were due January 31, 2015.  If you haven’t paid your 
2015 dues yet, please send your check to Sally at the above 
address so you will continue to get the Afterburner Newsletter.  
Thank you to so many of you who have already paid!  Remember 
that payments for the Branson Reunion go to the name and ad-
dress on the registration form, NOT to Belinda or Jaime.  

We received a thank you letter from the Children’s Cancer Net-
work for the donation in honor of Grace Kostyk, a young friend 
of Zane and Margaret Hoit.  The Attendees of the Italy Reunion 
last year most generously took up a donation to thank Zane and 
Margaret for their work in organizing the reunion.  That money 
was sent directly to the Children’s Cancer Network.

I want to thank you for your great comments to me when you pay 
your dues.  Here are a few of my favorites: “Sure do like hearing 
from the group”…”Sure enjoy your newsletter”   I’d like to take 
credit but that’s Elaine… I had mentioned that there were reasons 
I was an English major and one response was “I was going to ma-
jor in English but found out I was gooder in math.”… A post-it note 
said, “all work and no play makes Jill homicidal.” … One member 
told me he was going to take out a home equity loan to pay his 
dues….  My personal favorite was “You’re wonderful, you’re 
wonderful, you’re wonderful.”  … Mark Rutter wrote, “I’ll have to 
thank my folks for continuing to take such great care of me!” when 
he found out he was paid up until 2020.
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer NEWS

Condolences and prayers go 
out to Jaime & Jose Vazquez on 
the sudden loss of their younger 
brother Will.  The members of the 
ARA never had a chance to meet 
Will but we share in his loss. He 
was loved by all. 
Belinda Vazquez received a beautiful letter from Jean Ives.  She 
and husband Gene want to attend the Branson reunion so bad 
but their health is just not cooperating.  Those of you who have 
attended some of our reunions know that the Ives are “regulars” 
and have attended many ARA reunions.  They are troopers, and 
even brought the whole Ives family to Italy with us in 2011!  She 
is so thankful that she & Gene were able to make the Hefner’s 
mini-reunion last June.  She mentioned that Gene is now up and 
walking with a cane on the right side, and she uses a cane on the 
left side.  She said “y’all better watch out as we hope to attend 
a future reunion with both canes at our sides!”  After 64 years of 
marriage, they are still looking forward to the future and are an 
inspiration to all of us!

Martha Novikoff
6203 Alden Bridge Dr. 

Apt 5205
The Woodlands, TX 

77382
New Phone Number: 

757-870-0112

Charles Miller 
should read:  

7271 West Hartford Ct., 
West Chester OH, 45069

Changes of Address:

Susan Pretkus-Combs and Kevan Combs
32722 Coppercrest Dr.
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679
Phone:  949-709-0098
Email:   scombs@cruiseone.com
Friends of Catalinas

Bill and Debi Droke (Returning Members)
9515 Lagersfield Circle
Vienna, VA 22181
Phone:  703-242-1991 Deb c: 703-314-8981
EMail:  bartcc1@aol.com, DebiD1120@aol.com
USAF 75-78, 2187th Comm Squadron

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:saeaves%40comcast.net?subject=
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A future Bronco, Erick & Mom 
Sarah Arnold

Brent Ives & Norm Wakerley 
stretching some stories

Branson Reunion Update
The word from Branson is that is has been 
a very cold winter!!  Glad our reunion is in 
the early Fall.  It has been fun for Jaime 
and me to put together this year’s ARA 
Branson Reunion, September 28 - Octo-
ber 2.  We can’t wait to see you all there 
and experience the awesome program.  
Those of you who have visited Branson in 
the past can attest to the trademark hos-
pitality of the Ozark Mountains folks.  We 
have been incredibly impressed with their 
willingness to accommodate our particular 
needs and wants.  

RESERVATIONS:  The successful 
outcome of all this planning will only be 
achieved with your individual support and 
due diligence in meeting the established 
deadlines.  A special THANKS to the 57 
members who have already deposited!  
Remember that a 50% deposit ($200 
per person) is required by May 1, and 
final payment is not due until August 1.  
While you may think May 1 is a long way 
out, we need your response sooner so we 
can better plan for the events, meals, and 
transportation.  Unlike the Italy reunions, 
we do not have a maximum attendance 
limit, but it really helps us when folks make 
their deposits sooner rather than later.  So, 
if possible, please consider mailing your 
deposit now.  You will find the reunion 
itinerary and the Registration form in this 
Afterburner.  The form can also be down-
loaded at:  Branson Reservation Form and 
click on REGISTRATION FORM.  Or go to 
ARA Website and click on 2015 Reunion.  

You can find a copy of the Itinerary as 
well.  Remember, your deposit check must 
be mailed to the address on the form and 
NOT to Jaime or me.

Optional “IT” Show:  If you want to join 
us at the optional “IT” show, don’t forget to 
include the additional $35.00 per person.  
For those who sign up for this show, a 
complimentary bus from the hotel to the 
show will be provided and we will depart 
for the show following the Welcoming 
Reception.

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  Don’t forget 
that very important phone call to the Grand 
Plaza Hotel, our lodging venue.  Call 417-
336-6646 and mention that you are with 
the Aviano Reunion Association.  Remem-
ber that the $92.00 per room per night 
special group rate is also available 3 days 
prior and 3 days after the reunion, in case 
you want to spend more time on your own 
experiencing all that Branson has to offer.   

GOLF:  And speaking of that...you golfers 
may want to arrive a day of two early to 
enjoy some  Branson golf.  We plan to ar-
rive two days early so that Jaime can en-
joy playing at the beautiful Payne Stewart 
Golf Club.  He will need to know soon who 
is interested in joining him on the course.  

He will be calling the Club in the coming 
weeks to make reservations, so please 
email at jaimeandbelinda@yahoo.com 
or call [210-957-2892] with your commit-
ment to play.  Jaime wants to put together 
at least one foursome…two would be icing 
on the cake.  Ben has even agreed that 
the ARA would provide some prizes if we 
get at least two foursomes!

TRANSPORTATION FROM THE 
SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT:  For those of 
you arriving at the Springfield airport, there 
are two transportation companies provid-
ing service from the airport to Branson.  
They are Frisco Co. [417-862-2900] and 
Branson Grayline [800-237-4466].  You 
may contact either one.

Please don’t hesitate to email or call us for 
any questions.  We look forward to helping 
you in any way, and getting you on your 
way to what promises to be another great 
Aviano Reunion.

Until our next update! 
Ciao, Belinda

What is IT?
Are you wondering what 
the IT Show is all about?  
Click on this link and be 
amazed.  If you didn’t 
sign up for this optional 
show with your deposit, 
you still can.

www.avianoreunion.com
http://www.avianoreunion.com/uploads/2/6/8/6/26865430/aviano_association_reg_form_final.pdf
http://www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:jaimeandbelinda%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs2AguRUr_g
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Veteran Photos Needed 
for Branson Tribute

By Ben Catalina

We will be attending several entertainment venues 
in Branson, and most give special acknowledge-
ment to veterans in the audience.  One of the 
owners has even offered to feature a special slide-
show tribute honoring our own group’s military 
service to the nation.  We were honored!  In order 
for this to work well, however, we need ARA mem-
bers to each provide ONE photo of themselves in 
uniform.  It can be any type of military uniform from 
any service in which you served.  And if you are 
not a veteran, we invite you to provide ONE photo 
of any parent or relative in uniform who served in 
the military.  Here are some specifics:

• The photo must be submitted to Ben Catalina 
by email or by US mail by May 31, 2015.

 If by email, please submit as an attachment, not 
in the body of the email.

 If by US mail, it will be scanned and returned to 
you.

• Please identify the person(s) in the photo, the 
location, and, if possible, the month and year 
taken.

• A photo of you in uniform with your family is also 
appropriate.

• Email photo to me at bcatalina@satx.rr.com.
• Or mail photo to me at my new address:
 Ben Catalina
 42  Roseheart
 San Antonio, TX  78259

Questions?  Email or call me.  Thanks in advance 
for your support of this wonderful effort.

Branson Attendees (57)
Jaime and Belinda Vazquez

Ben and Lynn Catalina
Rodger and Betty Gracey

Sally Ann Eaves
Joe and Claire Dorris

Pete Ross
Marshall Bishop & Doris Burnett

George and Nancy Beckwith
Jay and Jane Maust
Chuck and Pat Miller
Pete and Pat Gissing

Al and Lou Currie
Joe and Franca Rutter

Ray and Marilyn Walbridge
Wendall (Lash) and Norma Lasher

Randy and Peggy Witt
Tom and Elaine Horton

Jose Vazquez
Bill Walker

Tom and Carol Futrell
Ken and Kay Fryman
Alan and Linda Steele

Nick and Margaret Leone
Neil Lewis

Vito and Shirley Ann Altieri
James and Sandy Black

George and Gwen Hughes
Harriet Hughes

Dick and Barbara Gaskell
Douglas and Ann Trent

Roger Wills
Dean and Dana Willsey

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:bcatalina%40satx.rr.com?subject=
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

 September 28-October 2, 2015 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 
THE GRAND 

PLAZA 
HOTEL 

$92.00 per 
room per night 

plus tax, 
including 
breakfast 

 
3:00 p.m. 

Hospitality 
Room Open 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

WELCOME 
ABOARD 
Reception 

 
Optional 

Show: 
8:00 p.m. 

IT Show at 
Hughes 
Theatre 

$35.00 p.p. 
including 

transportation 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
9:00 a.m. 

BRANSON 
LANDING, 

OLD 
DOWNTOWN 
BRANSON and 

 
COLLEGE  

of the 
OZARKS 

TOUR 
and LUNCH 

at Keeter Center 
 

 
3:30 p.m. 
JONAH 

At 
Sight and Sound 

 
6:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Charlie’s Steak, 

Ribs and Ale 
 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
 11:-00 a.m. 

SHOPPING at 
Grand Village 

And 

 
LUNCH 

at Mel’s Hard 
Luck Diner 

 

 
2:00 p.m. 

#1  
HITS 
of the 

SIXTIES 
SHOW 

 
5:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS 
MEETING 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Florentina’s 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 

 
 

10:00 a.m. 
THE  

CLAY 
COOPER 

SHOW and 
LUNCH 

 
 

 
 

6:30 p.m. 
SOCIAL 
HOUR 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
BANQUET 
DINNER 
At Hotel 

With  
Entertainment 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
Depart 

ACTIVITY 
PACKAGE: 
$400.00 per 

person 
 

INCLUDES: 
Welcome 

Packets with 
Name Badges 

Hospitality 
Room 

Welcome 
Reception 
Tour and 
Lunch at 
Keeter 
Jonah 

Dinner at 
Charlie’s 

Lunch at Hard 
Luck Diner 

#1 Hits of the 
Sixties Show 

Dinner at 
Florentina’s 
Clay Cooper 

Show and 
Lunch 

Social Hour 
Banquet 
Dinner 
With  

Entertainment 
Transportation 

to Group 
Activities 
Reunion 
Website 

 

www.avianoreunion.com
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Our first night in Italy was both difficult AND funny!  Our host met 
us at the Mestre airport, taking us directly to the Cesaro Hotel.  
He was supposed to indoctrinate us, but explained he had an 
emergency and he and his family were leaving for Germany 
immediately. Lt. Kessler and Gene checked us in at the hotel bar.  
We said, “Good bye and good luck,” not knowing we were going 
to need it.

The Cesaro Hotel was for men working during the week for 
Zanussi Rex, a kitchen appliance manufacturing company.  The 
hotel was located on a main highway between Pordenone and 
Sacile, three kilometers from Pordenone and in the midst of 
a large corn field.  So, where was the air base?  Where was 
Aviano?  Pordenone?  Can you imagine what we were thinking?  
No city, no base, no Americans ... and no transportation.  Drag-
ging our luggage for our family of four through the parking lot, 
upstairs, and into the large entrata, we finally located our rooms 
across from each other.  At the end of the entrata was a filthy 
community bathroom, the shower spraying over the toilet and a 
big ring around the bathtub.  Could we handle this?  We quickly 
decided that being separated wasn’t a good idea and spent our 
first night sharing two single beds—on a mattress that was filled 
with corn husks!

At around 3 pm, we were hungry after rising early for our flight 
from Germany, so I ran to the bar for some food and clean-
ing items.  That’s when I learned for the first time about siesta.  
Everything was closed.  Two hours later, the situation was 
unchanged but I smelled something good behind one door and 
dared to knock.  A pudgy, gray-haired woman opened the door, 
and I meekly inquired when the restaurant would open.  When 
she gave me a no-English shrug, I proceeded to try the Cha-
rades approach.  To that, she rattled off some Italian I couldn’t 
understand, but at least pointed to 7 on her watch.

Believe me, we were there at 7 pm.  The waiter escorted us to 
our table, which was one of about 20 covered with white table-
cloths and filled mostly with men dressed in dark blue suites, 
white shirts and ties who promptly gazed at us as we made our 
grand entrance.  Our next challenge was figuring out the menu, 
all in Italian, of course, and we quickly gave up and simply 
ordered spaghetti and pollo—the only two words we understood.  
The spaghetti came with only a small teaspoon of tomato sauce 

and a daub of butter, but we were hungry and dug in.  We had 
expected good ole’ country fried chicken, but instead it arrived 
cold and saturated with oil and rosemary.  Regardless, we picked 
it up with our fingers and began to eat, noticing the disapproving 
stares of the men surrounding us.  

Still hungry, we wanted dessert.  Gene thumbed through his 
trusty English-Italian dictionary for “dessert,” but found only 
the word “desert.” So he pointed to it but told the waiter to add 
another “s.”  That got us nowhere.  I spied a large bowl of fruit, 
though, and pointed to it.  Thank goodness, he understood.  The 
waiter then brought us four bowls of water and placed them in 
front of us.  Gene and I looked at each other, totally puzzled.  I 
said, “Honey, they must be finger bowls.” So I proceeded to 
daintily place my fingertips in the water, with Gene following suit.  
Suddenly, we noticed our nine-year old daughter washing her 
hands in her bowl and our four-year-old son taking the water up 
his arms and almost to his elbows.  The waiter was bringing the 
fruit to our table but stopped short, seeing what was happened.  
Honestly, he slapped his forehead and said, “Mama Mia” and 
then turned to tell all of the men what we were doing.  They then 
began to laugh.  At first we were embarrassed and a little angry 
since we didn’t know why they were laughing.  It was not just 
gentle laughter, either, but raucous laughter continuing for 15-20 
minutes.  Laughter is contagious, however, and soon we were 
joining them and laughing at ourselves.  The waiter returned with 
four now bowls of water and twirled a pear in one of them before 
showing us how to cut it with a fork and knife.  Our first lesson in 
Italian etiquette.

Our second etiquette lesson?  Never eat chicken with our fingers.

I must add that even with our rough beginning, we soon learned 
that we were very blessed to live at the Cesaro Hotel, which be-
came home to us for 54 days.  The women of the kitchen actually 
saved our son’s life from choking one day.  Our children played 
in the corn field making forts (it was so big the padrone did not 
mind), and the men played with our children in the parking lot.  

They also thanked me for the clean bathroom.  

These are just a few of the many wonderful memories of our time 
in Italy!

Our First Night in Italy - 1960
Jean Ives

www.avianoreunion.com
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Remains of The World Trade Center - Here SHE is!
Contributed by Bill Walker

USS New York 
It was built with 24,000 tons of scrap steel from the World 
Trade Centre... 

It is the fifth in a new class of warship - designed for missions 
that include special  operations against terrorists. It will carry 
a crew of 360 sailors and 700 combat-ready Marines to be 
delivered ashore by helicopters and assault craft... 

Steel from the World Trade Centre was melted down in a 
foundry in Amite, LA to cast the ship’s bow section. When it 
was poured into the moulds on Sept 9, 2003, ‘those big rough 
steelworkers treated it with total reverence’ recalled Navy 
Capt. Kevin Wensing, who was there. ‘It was a spiritual 
moment for everybody there.’ 

Junior Chavers, foundry operations manager, said that when 
the trade Center steel first arrived, he touched it with his hand 
and the ‘hair on my neck stood up. It had a big meaning to it 

Sometimes, when I look at my children, I say to myself, ‘Lillian, you 
should have remained a virgin’
- Lillian Carter (mother of Jimmy Carter)

I had a rose named after me and I was very flattered. But I was not 
pleased to read the description in the catalogue: - ‘No good in a bed, but 
fine against a wall.’  - Eleanor Roosevelt

Last week, I stated this woman was the ugliest woman I had ever seen. 
I have since been visited by her sister, and now wish to withdraw that 
statement.  - Mark Twain

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good 
ending; and to have the two as close together as possible.
- George Burns

Santa Claus has the right idea. Visit people only once a year.
- Victor Borge

Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint.
- Mark Twain

By all means, marry. If you get a good wife, you’ll become happy; if you 
get a bad one, you’ll become a philosopher.  - Socrates
 
I was married by a judge. I should have asked for a jury.
- Groucho Marx

My wife has a slight impediment in her speech. Every now and then she 
stops to breathe.  - Jimmy Durante

I have never hated a man enough to give his diamonds back.
- Zsa Zsa Gabor

Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups: 
alcohol, caffeine, sugar and fat.  - Alex Levine

My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery, people would stop dying.  
- Rodney Dangerfield
 
Money can’t buy you happiness.... But it does bring you a more pleasant 
form of misery.  - Spike Milligan

Until I was thirteen, I thought my name was SHUT UP.
- Joe Namath

I don’t feel old. I don’t feel anything until noon. Then it’s time for my nap.  
- Bob Hope
 
I never drink water because of the disgusting things that fish do in it.  
- W. C. Fields

We could certainly slow the aging process down if it had to work its way 
through Congress.  - Will Rogers

Don’t worry about avoiding temptation. As you grow older, it will avoid 
you.  - Winston Churchill

Maybe it’s true that life begins at fifty, but everything else starts to wear 
out, fall out, or spread out..  - Phyllis Diller

By the time a man is wise enough to watch his step, he’s too old to go 
anywhere.  - Billy Crystal

And the cardiologist’s diet: - If it tastes good spit it out.

for all of us’ he said. ‘They knocked us down. They can’t keep us 
down. We’re going to be back.’ 

The ship’s motto:  Never Forget 

Brilliant Quotes

www.avianoreunion.com
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

September 28-October 2, 2015 
NAME____________________________________________________ 
GUEST/SPOUSE____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________ 
CITY___________________________STATE__________ZIP_______ 
TELEPHONE________________EMAIL__________________________ 
Any physical disabilities?______________________________________ 
Any dietary restrictions?_____________________________________ 

********************************************************** 
HOST HOTEL:  THE GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 

 
Call 417-336-6646 for room reservations and mention you are with the 
Aviano Reunion Association.  The room rate is $92.00 per room per night 
plus tax.  A hot buffet breakfast is included in room rate and rate is 
available 3 days prior and 3 days after the reunion based on availability.  
Rooms not reserved by August 28, 2015 will be dropped from the group 
block. 
 

Reunion Activity Package:  $400.00 per person 
_______# of Attendees x $400.00 per person = $______________ 

 
“IT” Show on Monday Evening:  $35.00 per person 

______# of Attendees x $35.00 per person = $_____________ 
 

TOTAL DUE:  $_________________ 
 
A 50% deposit ($200 per person) is requested by May 1, 2015 with final 
payment due August 1, 2015.  No refunds will be issued after September 1, 
2015. 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
GATHERINGS PLUS 

P. O. BOX 1023, BRANSON WEST, MO. 65737 
417-338-4048…pam@gatheringsplus.com 

 
Reunion Website:  www.ReunionPro.com, click on “reunions” link, type 
in Aviano Reunion Association, enter,  then click on your logo to get to 

the reunion website.  You can order discounted tickets to additional 
shows and attractions as well as see a list of attendees!!!! 

 

www.avianoreunion.com

