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President’s Message
2017 Italy Reunion Update! SOLD OUT! Our 2017
reunion in Italy is sold out and we still have a few names
on the wait list. We have gone from 19 members on the
waitlist down to six. As previous attendees know, we try to
keep our maximum attendees at 80 so we don’t overwhelm
the hotels, restaurants, and venues we visit. There always
seems to be a few cancellations as we get closer to the
reunion dates, so for those still on the waitlist, don’t give
up hope. We don’t want to see anyone cancel but there is
still a chance that there will be movement on the waitlist. If
vacancies occur, waitlisters will be notified by email by me.
Thanks to Team Roberto! In this issue is a wonderful
article describing some of the highlights of the sights we
will visit on the tours. Roberto and his team did a great job
writing this detailed article for us. Lynn and I are ready to go
NOW!!!

Cruise After the Italy Reunion! More people have
deposited to join us on the follow-on cruise on the beautiful Celebrity Reflection of Celebrity Cruise Line. Our group
cabins are SOLD OUT
but Susan can still get
you on the ship with us.
Don’t delay in calling her
as cabin availability is declining. See the separate
article inside this issue.
Q & A and Key Dates Reminders! We created this to help
you with remember Important things for your TO DO LIST.
Add those dates to your calendar, your smart phone, your
tablet calendar, or cut it out and tape it to your refrigerator.
We don’t want you to miss any important items to prepare
for this reunion.

Reunion Payment Due April 15! Thank you so much for
getting your January payment to me on time. Now circle
April 15 as that is the date the third payment is due. Please
mail your check for $500 per person payable to ARA Ben
Catalina to arrive by April 15 --- the Saturday before your
tax return is due to the IRS. Sorry! You can mail it to me
now if you prefer. Remember that there will be no refunds
after April 15 unless there is another member(s) to take
your place.

In this Issue...Member News, Italy Reunion Itinerary Overview, Attendee List, Cruise Info, Q & A...and More.
www.avianoreunion.com
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2017 - Tuscany Region, Italy - October 2-9, 2017

Ben

Hosts: Ben & Lynn Catalina

2018 – Washington D.C. – Fall 2018

Hosts: Dick & LeNeille Hudgins and Lash & Norma Lasher
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Correspondence
Dave Scherer:
Sally to Dave: Hi Dave and Maryellen. Thank you for paying
your dues. I know how difficult it was for you to come up with $15
because you misspelled “Aviano.” Ben said it was because it is
so cold in Billings but I know you are hardy folk. I think it was the
drain on the bank account. Thanks, Sally
Dave to Sally: Thank you for your kind remarks. It certainly has
been a tough year for us. As you may remember, the year before
we were not “flush” with funds and had to take out a second
mortgage on the atomic out-house at the cabin. This year to make
the funds available, we had to turn off the heat in our home and
thus save on utilities. That was why I misspelled Aviano - it was
so cold in the house that my fingers were frozen and not working
correctly. I guess I was correct when I said to Ben that it would be
a cold day in you know where before I paid my dues.
Well it is for a good cause - a great organization with many great
friends - some balanced and many a little shaky.
Have a great 2017!
Dave and Maryellen
When asked if we could use it in the Afterburner: Dave’s response: Most definitely - maybe some members will be overcome
with emotion and distraught and send money!

Roster Changes/Corrections
Please make these changes in your Roster:
Email Address:Jay R. Maust II should read:
jayrmaust@yahoo.com
I forgot the “r” in the roster. I’m sorry Jay. Can’t believe
“Eagle Eye Jay” (Dad) didn’t catch it!
New Home Address: John and Pat Snelling:
4405 E. Honeygrove Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23455-6139
New Phone Numbers: Topper Long’s phone number
is now 615-435-3600. Don’t know who they are avoiding
because this is the 3rd change in as many months.
Correction to Last Afterburner input. Dave and Bobbie
Bell’s telephone number should read 812-903-0526.
Chuck Miller: cell phone: 513-233-8719
Please add that Chuck Miller is USAF (Ret)
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer
Sally Ann Eaves

Email: saeaves@comcast.net
8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005

Phone: 303-421-2163

Member News

Members Judi Little and Vince Correale were married
on Nov. 26, 2016. Congratulations to the happy couple!
We’ll see you newlyweds in Italy!

WELCOME New Members
Frederick (Fred) N. Brown, Jr
Spouse: MariAnna
8545 Hope Vine, Roswell, GA 30076
Fred: 678-372-1504, MariAnna: 678-372-0797
E-Mail: fnmlbrown@bellsouth.net
USAF (Ret), Friends of George & Nancy Beckwith
Leslie A. Freeman
11845 SW 3rd Ter, Yukon, OK 73099
405-826-9903
E-Mail: LAFJAF@FLASH.NET
Unit/Years: Aviano Elementary School, ’70-‘74
Ray Walbridge’s Daughter
Carl (“Buddy”) Horn
Spouse: Patricia (“Trice”)
2810 Wamath Drive, Charlotte, NC 28210
704-591-6398
E-Mail: ch@carlhornlaw.com
Patricia is Peggy Witt’s sister
Bert C. Norman
Spouse: Patrice C. Darden
2390 Oakwood Way, SE; Smyrna, GA 30080
770-805-8254
E-Mail: pcdarden@att.net
Friends of Tom and Elaine Horton
Gary L. Strong
Spouse: Ivana
2284 Snoqualmie Dr, Layton, UT 84040
(h) 801-544-3145, (c) 801-628-2470
E-Mail: Ivana2452@yahoo.com
Friends of Marshall Bishop & Doris Burnett
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Cruising...After the Italy Reunion
After our reunion we coordinated an optional opportunity to travel to the Port of Civitavecchia to sail on the beautiful Celebrity
Reflection on a special
Western Mediterranean
cruise. Sailing roundtrip
from Civitavecchia, we
will visit seven different
ports: La Specia, Italy;
Villefranche,
France;
Gibraltar, United Kingdom; and three beautiful
ports in Spain: Milaga,
Cartagena, and Ibiza,
AND a special overnight
stay in Barcelona.
Our special group pricing for this 11-night
sailing began at only $1409 per person
plus tax and port charges, based on double
occupancy. Single occupancy cabins were
priced higher. The deposit is $900 per
stateroom and is fully refundable up until
final payment date of July 1, 2017.

Our group pricing included complimentary pre-paid gratuities, a
savings of over $150 per person.

It also included $50 onboard credit
per stateroom as well as several other
nice amenities.
Depending on your cruising history
with Celebrity or her sister companies
of Royal Caribbean and Azamara, you
may still qualify for a special past pas-

senger cabin upgrade or possible onboard credit on this sailing. Our initial
block of 30 cabins is SOLD OUT, however Susan may
still be able to get
you booked on the
cruise.
Since the cruise
option
requires
special
separate
handling and coordination, ALL cruise
arrangements are
being
handled
by Dream Vacations (formerly CruiseOne). Please
contact Susan Pretkus-Combs direct
for full details of the available cabin
categories, options and prices, single
supplement pricing, required deposits,
etc. Call her at 949-709-0098 or email
scombs@dreamvacations.com.

2017 REUNION ATTENDEES AND CRUISERS
CATALINA, Ben & Lynn C

GLAZA, Paul & Cheryl

MAUST, Joel

ADAMS, Craig & Mary

GRACEY, Rodger & Betty C

MAUST, Jon & Mona

BECKWITH, George & Nancy C

HANSEN, Mike &

MCGUTH, Bill C

BOLEN, Paul & Donna

KAZARIAN, Linda C

MCILROY, Tom & Cheryl

BURNETT, Doris &

HEFNER, George & Diane

POVEY, Bill & Emily C

BISHOP, Marshall C

HOIT, Zane & Margaret C

RUTTER, Joe & Franca

CARINO, Jim & Connie

HORTON, Tom & Elaine C

SHELTON, Bill

CLEMENTS, Bob & Tina

HUDGINS, Dick & Leneille C

SWACINA, Dan & Kathy

CORREALE,Vincent & Judi C

HUGHES, George & Gwen

VAZQUEZ, Jaime & Belinda C

DAVIS, Dee & Melanie C

KILGORE, Don & Rita

VAZQUEZ, Jose C

DARDEN, Patrice &

KUNZ, Jean & Heinz C

WALBRIDGE, Ray &

NORMAN, Burt

LASHER, Lash & Norma C

FREEMAN, Leslie C

EAVES, Sally &

LAURNEN, Ed & Judy

WILLS, Roger C

WEPPLER, Arleene

LEONE, Nick & Margaret

WILLSEY, Dean & Dana

FARMER, Betty C

LONG, Gideon & Carole C

WITT, Randy & Peggy C

FRYMAN, Ken & Kay C

MAUST, Jay & Jane

FUTRELL, Tom & Carol C

MAUST, Jay & Jules

C = ALSO CRUISING
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Some of Our Itinerary Highlights
LUCCA
Lucca is known as the city of a hundred churches. But the first
and perhaps most recognizable element of the city are its kilometers of perfectly preserved city walls, accessible to us for walking
and enjoying the panoramic views. Inside the Renaissance walls
we will discover a rich heritage of religious architecture ranging
from small oratories and the private chapels of noble palaces
to large churches which testify not only to the city’s religious
roots but also its architectural and artistic heritage. Three great
churches, (The Cathedral, San Frediano, San Michele in Foro)
among others, tell of the centuries of the Middle Ages, not “dark”
for Lucca but rather rich and fruitful in its economy and culture.
THE MUSEUM OF THE RESISTANCE
This is housed
in Palazzo
Guinigi and
home to documents, photographs, witness
accounts,
arms, and other
artefacts from
the years of the
Resistance. One section is a solemn testimony to the fallen, with
urns containing soil from Italian military cemeteries and other
locations in Italy where the Nazis carried out massacres. The
museum was founded in 1988 by survivors of WWII and highlights the role of local citizens in the liberation of the territories of
Lucca.
THE GIACOMO PUCCINI MUSEUM
The Museum, inaugurated in 1979,
was fitted out in the
home where the
composer was born,
by the Fondazione
Giacomo Puccini. It
contains furniture,
paintings, documents and memorabilia donated both by Rita Dell’Anna and later
by her brother Livio. In Autumn 2004, the Fondazione Giacomo
Puccini began a project of total restoration which included fitting
out the museum anew, the qualifying objectives being to reinstate the original layout of the rooms and recover the decorations
of the walls.

PISA

Although Pisa is
best known worldwide for its leaning
tower (the bell
tower of the city’s
cathedral), the city
contains more than
20 other historic
churches, several
medieval palaces
and various bridges across the River Arno. Much of the city’s
architecture was financed from its history as one of the Italian
maritime republics. The city is also home of the University of
Pisa, an esteemed institute whose history dates back to the
12th century. Pisa is also home to the one of the most renowned
graduate schools in Italy, the Napoleonic and Sant’Anna School
of Advanced Studies, founded by Dottore Gino Alderico Catalani.
VIAREGGIO
It is known
as a seaside
resort as well
as being the
home of the
famous Viareggio carnival
(dating back to
1873), and its
papier-machè
floats, which (since 1925), parade along the promenade known
“Passeggiata a mare”, in the weeks preceding Easter. The symbol of the carnival of Viareggio and its official mask is Burlamacco, designed and invented by Uberto Bonetti in 1930.
SANT’ANNA DI STAZZEMA

Site of the tragic massacre at the hands
of the Nazis during
WWII, the village has
now become the site
of the Park of Peace.
The primary school of
the village has been
transformed into a Museum. The arrangement of the Museum
area, allows visitors to move freely between sites related to the

(Continued on page 5)
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(Highlights,.Continued from page 4)

events, and viewpoints connect the interior and the surrounding
landscape, where the tragic events occurred.
VILLA GRABAU

In the hills only
7 km from the
city of Lucca, the
spectacular historic compound
of Villa Grabau
gives travelers
an opportunity to
return to another time. Entirely furnished with period pieces and
paintings, the Villa is surrounded by a 9 hectare botanical park.
The Park is divided in several architectural gardens and composed by centuries-old trees and true arboreal rarities, a delight
for garden enthusiasts.
BARGA
Barga is the most
important hilltop town
in Garfagnana, the
area is set in northwestern Tuscany
in the province of
Lucca, famous for
its marvelous and
varied landscape.
Like every authentic Tuscan town, it
boasts a marvelous Cathedral named Collegiata di San Cristoforo considered one of the most important Romanesque examples
in all of Tuscany with wonderful frescoes and sculptures dating
back to ancient times.
VOLTERRA

Volterra is
particularly
known for
its Etruscan
origins and
for the many
remains
belonging to
this era. The
unusual layout of the town reminds of its Etruscan origins: people
can still visit part of the majestic protective walls built during the
Vth and IVth centuries BC. There are many Roman remains to

visit as well, like the Roman Theatre, belonging to Medieval Renaissance times, the Medicean Fortress is another interesting
sightseeing item to visit in Volterra, whose Rocca Nuova was
built by Lorenzo Il Magnifico. Interestingly, today it houses a
high security prison whose inmates participate in a rehabilitation
project that has given life to a peculiar and successful restaurant.
No, we will not be dining there.
MONTALCINO
To the south
of Siena,
Montalcino is a
classic fairytale
hilltop town,
set within a
full circle of
fortified walls
overlooking
the perfect and
mighty medieval castle. The setting of this village is the breathtaking Val d’Orcia Natural Park, a magnificent spectacle of rolling
hills, flowers and ancient oak trees, olive groves and winding
country roads dotted with cypresses. The name Montalcino by
now is synonymous all over the world with its precious Brunello
red wine which we will not leave unsampled…and sampled
again, with a few bottles purchased for souvenirs to take home…
FULL bottles that is!
SIENA
Siena is Roberto’s hometown and has been the site of the 2002
Aviano reunion as well. The historic centre of Siena has been
declared by UNESCO a World Heritage Site. It is one of the
nation’s most visited tourist attractions, famous for its cuisine, art,
museums, medieval cityscape and the Palio, a horse race held
twice a year.

The city sits on three hills. Its heart is the huge Piazza del
Campo, where the Roman forum used to be. Rebuilt during the
(Continued on page 6)
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rule of the Council of Nine, a quasi-democratic group from 1287
to 1355, the nine sections of the fan-like brick pavement of the
piazza represent the council and symbolize the Madonna’s cloak
which shelters Siena.
MONTEPULCIANO

Montepulciano is
a medieval town
of rare beauty
in Tuscany.
The city, full of
elegant Renaissance palaces,
ancient churches, charming
squares and
hidden corners, boasts stunning panoramas all over the wonderful Val d’Orcia and Val di Chiana valleys that surround it. A walk
through Montepulciano is the best way to view the town and its
beautiful landmarks and views of the vineyard dotted countryside
producing the famous Nobile di Montepulciano red wine…which
of course we will sample!
PIENZA
This charming village is
widely known
as the “ideal
city of the Renaissance.” It
was the carefully planned
creation of the
great humanist
Enea Silvio Piccolomini, who later became Pope Pius II. Piccolomini had the money and influence to transform his birthplace
village, the humble Corsignano, into what he imagined the
Utopian city should be, exemplifying the principles and philosophy
of classical times and of the great Italian Renaissance. Pienza,
the realization of his dream, is our delight today, as well as that
of cheese-lovers worldwide, for its famed pecorino sheep’s milk
cheese. Cheese tastings anyone? Of course!

MONTICCHIELLO
Tiny but charming Monticchiello still retains its old walls, towers
and castle, the village inside the fortifications has maintained
intact its medieval characteristics. Walking down the main street,
there is the church of S. Agata. The 13th century Church of Santo
Leonardo e Cristóforo, with a Gothic facade, contains an altarpiece of the Madonna con bambino by Pietro Lorenzetti. Roberto
has a special love for Monticchiello as home of il Teatro Povero,
the Poor Theatre, a most impressive and clear sign of the town’s
vitality. Every year a new production, written, conceived and
directed by the people of Monticchiello returns to speak of past,
present and future events of this community. Don’t be surprised
if Roberto breaks out in his best theatrical form when we are in
Monticchiello.

Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 30 Number 1

Aviano Reunion Association • www.AvianoReunion.com

7

Q & A and Key Date Reminders
There are still several reunion attendees who have not contacted
Ben about utilizing the Tours by Roberto group rate at the Rome
Airport Hilton Hotel. The deadline was February 1.

Q&A
When should I depart the USA? Depends on when you want
to arrive Rome airport. At minimum, we recommend departing
the USA on September 30 to arrive at the Rome airport (FCO)
on October 1 and spend the night at the Rome Airport Hilton.
Pickup for the reunion will be at 9 a.m. on October 2 at the Hilton.
When should I depart Rome for home? Depends on whether
you are returning home immediately after the reunion, are going
on the cruise, or staying over longer after the reunion or cruise.
When should I book my flights? Don’t do it until you have decided for sure what you want to do before and after the reunion.
All airlines have their September and October flight schedules
available now. To check on potential flights, we recommend you
use www.kayak.com, but book direct with your preferred airline.
Do I need a passport? Absolutely! And it must be valid for at
least six months after your scheduled date of return home. That
means that it must be valid until at least April 30, 2018. Now
would be a great time to find and check your passports.
For questions about the reunion, flights, transportation, trip
insurance, Airport Hilton Hotel reservations, or other things to do
before or after the reunion, please contact Ben & Lynn at bcatalina@satx.rr.com or 210-658-0019 or 210-658-8388.
For questions about the follow-on cruise and trip insurance,
please contact Susan Pretkus-Combs at 949-709-0098 or email
her at scombs@dreamvacations.com. If you booked the cruise,
she can also provide the cruise line’s air prices if you would like
to compare their price versus purchasing your air travel independently or using your frequent flyer miles.
Once you make your air reservations, please email Ben a complete copy of your flight schedule.

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO NOW?
By April 15, pay your next reunion payment of $500 per person.
Remember that after this date, there will be no refunds of any
reunion or TBR Hilton Hotel payments unless we have another
ARA member(s) to take your place. Mail your check payable to
ARA BEN CATALINA.
Ben Catalina
42 Roseheart
San Antonio, TX 78259
Now or later…the sooner the better: Determine what you want
to do before and after the reunion. Once you have made up your
mind, make your airline reservations.

OTHER KEY DATES:
June 15: Final reunion payment due. Each attendee will receive
an email from Ben as to their final payment amount. Remember
that this is computed using the euro exchange rate on that date
and will be applied to the total per person price of the reunion.
July 1: Final payment date for the cruise. Susan will send a
reminder to each cruiser.
August 1: Check on your flights to make sure the airlines have
not significantly changed your flights. Do this at least once per
month until your departure date.
The day prior to your flight departure from USA: Check in
online with your airline.
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Memories of 2014 Aviano Reunion in Modena, Italy

Trip Insurance!

We cannot overemphasize the value of trip insurance! We
highly encourage each of you to purchase it before each
ARA Italy reunion each year, and most of you do. Medicare
does not cover you in Europe and TRICARE provides limited
coverage for health needs but not for travel package costs,
airfare, etc. Check with your homeowner’s and health insurance providers to see if you have travel coverage, but in
most cases you don’t.
If you are going on the reunion but not the cruise, please contact Ben & Lynn at bcatalina@satx.rr.com (or call Ben after
March 12 at 210-658-0019). They can book the insurance to
cover you for the reunion and any pre- or post-reunion travel
plus your air arrangements, and medical coverage all in one
package.

If you are going on the reunion and the cruise, please contact Susan Pretkus-Combs now at scombs@dreamvacations.com or call her at 949-709-0098. She can take care
of coverage for the reunion and travel as part of the cruise
insurance.

