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President’s Message
2011 Reunion in Italy! Roberto and I have traded several
emails and had several phone calls since our last Afterburner.
We’ve been busy coordinating the reunion events, hotels,
tours, meals, and even vino. He is just as excited as ever to
have the Aviano Reunion gang return to Italy. Anna has had a
beautiful baby girl since our last visit and will be back escorting
tours with Roberto soon. Our reunion has been sold out since
we first announced last Fall, but now everyone on the wait list
has been moved up. All the attendee names are listed in this
newsletter.
Reunion Final Payment! It’s due in June. But do NOT mail
any checks to Ben until he has the confirmed final balance
amount from Roberto. Remember that the balance is based on
the dollar/euro exchange rate and applies to the full cost of the
reunion. The euro has fluctuated considerably since we first
set up this trip, so we’ll do our best to arrive at a fair balance
based on that anticipated exchange rate. We will advise all
attendees by email or US mail as to the balance due and the
due date.
Post Reunion Cruise! Despite the events in Egypt and other
places over the past few months, we still have over 80 people
also going on the cruise --- 11-night Mediterranean & Holy
Land. Plus we are hearing very positive travel news about
Egypt! Very little additional space is available. Contact us now
if you want to do this.
ARA Officers
Ben Catalina - President
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2012 Reunion Savannah! Elaine and Tom Horton have
already been very busy scouting out Savannah and the area.
Talk about dedication…she has even read Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil to get even more familiar with the area
and sights. They’ve also made a couple of visits to Savannah
to meet with hotel and tour representatives. They will be contacting all ARA members in June with an interest email/letter.
While you will not be committing to attending in 2012 with your
response, your input is needed to start to firm up the reunion
plans. When you get that email or letter, please reply quickly.
A Special Thanks! I received a nice letter from a long time
member, John Palmer. He just wanted to express a special
thanks and his appreciation for our association and all we do
to keep the organization active. He and his wife, Bernie, were
stationed at Aviano in the early 60s. He even sent a check for
$50 as a donation “to be used in any manner the ARA sees
fit.” John, thank you very much, and we hope to see you two
in Savannah!
Website! The website has been updated with photos from
Nashville, as well as info in other areas.
Check it out at www.avianoreunion.com.
In this Issue…Italy Reunion update, Names of Attendees,
Nashville Reunion article, and…more photos…

FUTURE REUNIONS

2011 Italy - Hosts: Ben & Lynn Catalina
Dates: October 8-15, 2011
2012 Savannah, GA - Hosts: Tom & Elaine Horton
2013 Las Vegas, NV - Hosts: Doris Burnett with
Nancy and George Beckwith
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ARE YOU DELINQUENT?
Please check your label and if it is highlighted in green and
still shows 2010, you need to pay your dues now. Otherwise, this will be the last issue of the Afterburner you will
receive. Checks should be made payable to:
Aviano Reunion Association and mailed to Emily Povey,
626 East Davis Blvd, Tampa, FL 33606.
Dues are $15 per year.
Those that receive the Afterburner by email should
contact Emily to see if they are current. empo@tampabay.rr.com Now is also a
good time to update us with any changes to your roster listing including addresses,
phone numbers and email addresses.

NAMETAGS FOR REUNION
Members that have attended previous reunions should
already have nametags and lanyards. Attendees that have
not previously received a nametag and
lanyard or those that cannot locate their
nametags and/or lanyards need to notify
Emily Povey (empo@tampabay.rr.com
or 813-251-4664).
There is no charge for the first nametag and lanyard, but those receiving
replacements will be charged $1.50 for
the holder and $2.50 for the lanyard. No
charge for those just needing the paper
insert with name printed. Emily will be
delivering those items ordered to the
reunion, but be sure to contact her as
soon as possible so that arrangements
can be made.

CORRESPONDENCE

From Brenda Monroe Greene
– “My mother, Mary Monroe,
passed away on March 4, 2011.
She was a member of ARA and
enjoyed reading your newsletter.
My father, Daniel Monroe, passed
away in 2000. He and my mother
were stationed in Aviano in the late 1950s and had fond memories of their years there. I believe they also attended one of your
reunion meetings in the early 1990s.
The ARA sends its condolences to Brenda and family.
Aldo Rossi – “…I enjoy keeping up with the Assn – although it’s
over fifty years that I was at Aviano!
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ROSTER
CORRECTIONS
George & Diane Hefner
7827 Canvasback Circle
Littleton, CO 80125
Jane Maust
maustpjm@yahoo.com

Cruise the Mediterranean

For those 80+ people who opted for the Med Cruise, we’ll
board the Norwegian Cruise Line Jade in Civitavecchia (Rome’s
port city) on October 15, returning on Oct. 26. As we go to press,
the tourism venues in Egypt have reopened and the Egyptian people are eager to get their tourism business back to normal, in fact,
even better than ever! Like the itineraries for all cruises, if for any
reason the safety and security situation in a country changes, NCL
reserves the right to change the ports of call. Regardless, we will
still have a wonderful cruise. And fortunately nearly of all of you
have remained flexible as we work through this situation. In late
June, Ben & Lynn will send a cruise update to all who are deposited. For more info about the cruise, please visit www.ncl.com. Or
call the Catalinas or email bcatalina@cruisesinc.com. Note that
the cruise prices have steadily increased, although our group rates
have not. We still have four cabins available.

Pasta & Beans
Italian Style

• 2 tbsp. olive oil • 1 cup onions, chopped
• 3 cloves garlic, minced
• 2 (14 1/2 oz.) cans Italian-style stewed tomatoes, undrained
• 3 cups reduced-sodium fat-free chicken broth
• 1 (15 oz.) can cannellini beans or great northern beans, undrained
• 1/4 cup fresh Italian parsley, chopped
• 1 tsp. dried basil leaves • 1/4 tsp. black pepper
• 4 oz. small shell pasta, uncooked
• Parmesan cheese, freshly grated
Methods/Steps
Heat oil in a large pot over medium heat until hot. Add onion and garlic to oil; saute for 5 minutes or until onion is tender. Stir in tomatoes
with liquid, chicken broth, beans, parsley, basil and pepper. Bring to a
boil over high heat, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat to low and simmer, covered for 10 minutes. Add pasta.Continue to simmer, covered
for about 10 minutes or until pasta is tender. Garnish with freshly
grated Parmesan cheese if you desire.
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Amalfi Coast & Southern Italy
QUICK REMINDERS

Just in case you deleted that email of December 15, here is the
information again.
FLIGHTS:
If you haven’t made your flight arrangements, you need to do
so now! As a reminder, Rome has two airports; the airport you
want is Fiumicino (FCO). Our reunion begins on Oct. 8 and ends
on Oct. 15. For those of you continuing with the optional Med &
Holy Land cruise after the reunion, it begins at the Port of Civitavecchia on Oct. 15, and ends there on Oct. 26. Remember that
all flights from the USA to Rome are overnight --- you depart USA
one day and arrive Rome the next day.
All major airlines fly into Rome daily. Please schedule a flight
that arrives Rome (FCO) in the A.M. --- prior to noon on Oct. 8 --to accommodate our bus pickups at the airport. If you arrive at the
airport in the afternoon, our scheduled bus transportation will not
be available, so you will need to travel to our first reunion hotel in
Sorrento at your own expense.
For folks departing for home the day the reunion ends on Oct.
15, do not make a reservation earlier than 2 p.m. It will be at least
12 noon before we can arrive at the Rome airport from our final
reunion hotel. Reunion participants will be transferred to either
the airport or the cruise port that day.
For folks departing for home after the cruise ends on Oct. 26,
please do not make a reservation to depart any earlier than 11:30
a.m. That is the “official legal recommended flight departure time”
per Norwegian Cruise Line to catch a flight after clearing the ship.
Remember also that the Port of Civitavecchia is over 30 miles
from the airport.
Of course, if you plan to arrive in Rome a day or more prior
to the reunion, or stay a day or more after the reunion or cruise,
arrival and departure times are at your discretion.
If you plan to use frequent flyer miles, we also recommend
you book those reservations now. Frequent flyer seats are increasingly hard to come by, and the procrastinator never wins.
Once you make your airline reservations, please email your flight
schedule to Ben.
HOTELS:
If you plan to arrive Rome a day or more early, which we
recommend, especially for first-time visitors, you may want to consider staying at one of the following hotels. We can make these
reservations for you, or you may do so on your own. Space at
these hotels is already limited! Please contact us for details and
pricing.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Hilton Rome Airport (in the airport area)
Courtyard Marriott (near the airport in the town of Fiumicino)
Hotel Alimandi Vaticano (near the Vatican)
Residenza Cellini (central Rome)
Hotel Bargo del Mare (in the town of Civitavecchia, near the
cruise port)

If you want to arrive a day early just to get over the jet lag,
relax, and sleep in, we recommend hotels 1 or 2. If you want to do
some touring in Rome on your own for a day or two, stay at 3 or 4
or anywhere else you prefer. And if you want a nice inexpensive
place to stay after the reunion or cruise but before your flight departs, use 2 or 5.
NOTE: Anyone staying in Rome or elsewhere prior to the reunion
is responsible for getting their own transportation to the airport on
the morning of Oct. 8 in time to meet our tour bus. The actual bus
pickup times and location will be provided later in September after
we get everyone’s flight schedules.
PASSPORTS:
Have you checked those passports yet??? They MUST
be valid for at least six months after the completion of your travel.
Visas are not required for our reunion or for the optional cruise.
FINAL PAYMENT:
Your final payment for the reunion is due in June, however, do
NOT pay it until contacted by email or letter from Ben. Remember
that the final balance will be based on the euro adjusted rate applied to the full price of the reunion.
Again, please do not pay the balance until you are personally
contacted by Ben.
CRUISE INFO:
A few cabins on the post reunion cruise of the Med & Holy
Land are still available. If you are sailing on the cruise, another
available option you may want to consider is a 16-night transatlantic cruise from Rome that departs on Oct. 26 and arrives in
Galveston, TX on Nov.11.
QUESTIONS? HELP?
Reunion Info? Flights? Rome hotel? Trip Insurance? Let us
hear from you! We’ll be happy to help in any way.
Ben & Lynn Catalina

210-658-0019 or 888-522-7447
bcatalina@cruisesinc.com
lcatalina@satx.rr.com
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Reunion Update
Tours by Roberto, Roberto Bechi’s company that we have
used for the past three Italy reunions, has prepared a wonderful
itinerary that I am sure we will all enjoy. The reunion is sold out
and the itinerary has been posted in the Afterburner for the past
three issues, so is not here again. But for a quick summary:
The dates are October 8 to 15, 2011. A 7-night itinerary,
concentrating on the Amalfi Coast and Southern Italy area to
include four nights in Sorrento, two in Matera, and one in Lucera.
The full itinerary details are listed on our ARA website.
Final payment due date reminder:
June 15, 2011: Balance of per person total
NOTES: (1.) The balance due in June will be computed using
the euro exchange rate on that date and will be based on the
total per person rate. (2.) The deposit was refundable until December 31, 2010. (3.) Any cancellation at any time after December 31 is non-refundable unless we are able to substitute another
member(s) to take your place. All payments MUST be by check.
BUT please do not send the final payment check until you are
personally contacted by Ben.
Where to send payments:
Make checks payable to Ben or Lynn Catalina, and mail to:
Ben Catalina
8510 Aesop Lane • Universal City, TX 78148
Questions? Email or call Ben or Lynn at 888-522-7447 or
210-658-8388 or bcatalina@satx.rr.com.
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Aviano Reunion 2011 Attendees
Ben & Lynn Catalina

Jeff & Erin Catalina

Jay & Jane Maust

Betty Farmer & Al Richardson

Bill & Emily Povey

Dave & Maryellen Scherer

Bill & Gloria Walker

Sally Eaves & Guest

Mike Hansen & Linda Kazarian

Pete Ross

Joe & Franca Rutter

Jean & Heinz Kunz

George & Nancy Beckwith

Dan Hayes & Guest

Jaime & Belinda Vazquez

Tom & Cheryl McIlroy

Bill & Dee Davis

Brent Ives & Karen Szkarlat

George & Diane Hefner

Carol Davis & Tom Elpers

Jim & Jill Dohr

Zane & Margaret Hoit

Al & Lou Currie

Tom & Carolyn Scannell

Rodger & Betty Gracey

Glenn & Martha Heckman

Tom & Elaine Horton

Paul & Cheryl Glaza

Gene, Jean, & Gay Ives

William & Barbara Lloyd

Faye & Victoria Ives

Lou & Astrid Ondrusek

George Hughes & Josie Webb

Ursula Dominguez & Connie Brown

Joanne Harnit & Neva Cole

Mark Rutter & Christina Murray

Nick & Margaret Leone

Topper & Carole Long

Phil & Hilda Howerton

Jim & Imo Willis

Lew Erhart & Tayler Bailey

John & Renee Javorek

Nashville Reunion 2010
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Reunion 2010 at Opryland Hotel in Nashville
By Elaine Horton

It was a gorgeous fall day as we made the
easy drive up to Nashville from Atlanta. Clear
as a bell and not too cold. As we pulled up
to the hotel, the first reaction was the same
one that we continued to make: “This place is
BIG!” We worked that theme to death for the
whole visit! It is also uniquely beautiful, and
we have never seen anything quite like it anywhere. They tout that it is the largest hotel in
the country (maybe the world!) that does not
have a casino attached. Tom and I decided
that our visit there was much like the first cruise we ever went on. We
did not understand the lay of the land and felt we needed guidance at
all times! We were unreasonably excited when we found a “back way”
from our room to walk to the Garden Conservatory and Magnolia. I read
somewhere that the bellhops walk an average of 12 miles per day and I
believe it! But, yes, we all needed the exercise.
On the first day after settling in, we headed to the Welcome Reception that our gracious hosts, Joe and Franca Rutter, had planned in the
Ryman Meeting Rooms. First, of course, was the task of FINDING the
rooms, but we managed to do it. It was fun to say hello to everyone and
get an overview of the exciting week to come. Afterwards, we all headed
to different restaurants. With 12 of them in the hotel, there were plenty
of choices. Again, this place is BIG!
We decided on a very fresh and hot buffet breakfast as our favorite
morning venue. Again, this reminded us of our first experience on a
cruise ship. Ben and Lynn confirmed that the size of this hotel is similar
to one of the new “mega ships,” like Royal Caribbean’s Allure or the
Oasis of the Seas. People who had come early on Saturday said that
they could not even get into any of the restaurants because there were
so many people there! It was not that way during the week, thanks to Joe
& Franca’s planning just for us.
Lunch was included for us on the General Jackson Riverboat
Cruise. As we cruised down the Cumberland River towards the city of
Nashville, we had a Thanksgiving type menu for lunch and a musician
named Tim Watson performed and was quite entertaining. He played a
mean fiddle and had lots of country-fied jokes to tell. It was extra nice
and much appreciated when he asked all the veterans to stand!
The weather changed dramatically later that day. Rain blew in with
hail and wind. When we woke the next day, winter had arrived in a hurry
and it poured rain most of the day. That didn’t slow down seasoned
Avianoites as we headed to the city of Nashville and toured the State
Capitol building and the mall in front of the capitol, driving past Vanderbilt
and through the honky-tonk downtown area. Then we went to their Parthenon, which houses the biggest statue of Athena inside that you could
ever imagine! Here we go again with the comment: That thing is BIG!
Arriving back from the city tour, most of us rested a bit so we would
be ready for the Grand Ole Opry that night. They actually perform their
popular radio show at the original Opry House in downtown Nashville
(known as Ryman Hall) in the winter months, featuring varying performers at each show. Someone told me they use the old Opry House in the
winter because it is not air conditioned. That certainly sounds sensible,
all decked
out (right beside the
but I bet it also hasOpryland
to do withHotel
the “new”
Opry House
in
its
Christmas
finery
Opryland Hotel) holding the Christmas show during those months.

Wednesday took us to The Hermitage,
General Andrew Jackson’s Plantation. The
grounds are incredible and the house is beautiful. It is always interesting to me to see how
people lived on a daily basis without the benefit
of central plumbing, gas or electric stoves, and
all the amenities we now take for granted. The
weather was beautiful, but the chill of winter
was definitely here. We arrived back for a late
lunch before heading to the Rockettes Christmas Show at the new Opry House that evening.
It exceeded my expectations and had a cute story line to work around
the Christmas theme and the Rockettes! We were amazed at all the live
animals on stage for the wonderful Nativity scene.
Thursday may have been the last day of touring, but Joe and Franca finished with a bang-up day! We left early on the optional bus drive
down to Lynchburg, TN, and went to Miss Bobo’s Boarding House for
lunch, followed by a tour of the Jack Daniels Distillery. The town has
around 500 friendly residents (maybe even counting the livestock). Miss
Bobo’s split us into three smaller groups, with each assigned a converted
bedroom dining room for lunch. The table in each room was hosted by
a docent who chatted about the history of the town and the boarding
house. It really was delightful. Lunch was their “Christmas Menu” which
was served family style with ham, turkey, sweet potatoes with Jack Daniels and marshmallows on top, green beans with tomatoes and onions,
fried okra, cornbread dressing and gravy (and the chocolate fudge pie
with bourbon whipped cream was a keeper!)—all family style delicious!
The Jack Daniels tour was both entertaining and informative. The distillery
is located at the edge of a crystal clear stream, coming out of a cave in the “holler.” This is the water they use when diluting the “white lightening” to make Jack
Daniels Whiskey (with an “e”, unlike Scotch whisky). It is in the “wettest dry
county in the South,” according to some T-shirts we saw in the town. Since the
county is dry, you can’t taste the whiskey…unfortunately!
The fantastic Farewell Dinner Joe and Franca arranged came with
an Italian flair, made even more enjoyable by the exquisite Magnolia Ballroom setting. After the open bar, plates of antipasti misti were passed,
with the prosciutto disappearing first. The salad was delicious and the
main course was one of the best I have ever had at any banquet anywhere! The filet was perfectly cooked and warm, the shrimp were also
beautifully presented, the pasta was al dente and the beans were crispy,
but cooked! Then the tiramisu topped off the wonderful meal. Joe presented a slide show of past reunions during the dinner and subsequent
dance. The evening was made even more special with the celebration of
Joe and Franca’s 50th wedding anniversary!
All in all, a delightful week! It is always so pleasant to travel with
this group of people. I had a reminder of that at The Hermitage. We were
behind a group who were griping about the lines and fussing that they
could not hear the lady talk, and generally being cantankerous. I would
not have wanted to be with that group when the trailer on our bus in Italy
broke and everyone pitched in to pack everything into the bus! It made
me really glad I was not traveling with them, but with the friendly folks in
the ARA!
Thanks, again, Joe and Franca! Arrivederci! See you in Italy in
2011 and Savannah in 2012!
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