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FUTURE REUNIONS
2015 Branson, Missouri - Hosts: Belinda & Jaime Vazquez

September 28 - October 2, 2015
2016 Kentucky - Hostesses:  Kay Fryman & Carol Futrell

September, 2016
2017 Italy - Hosts:  Ben and Lynn Catalina

The European Euro was at $1.05 Last Month!  
But the United States dollar is at $1.00 and we’re 
having a reunion in Branson for a fantastic price!  And 
the great news is that the attendee list is still growing!  
Belinda and Jaime continue to work their magic on 
the myriad things that must be done to have a suc-
cessful fun reunion.  You will be very pleased at the 
results once you arrive at the Grand Plaza Hotel in 
Branson.  Still undecided?  Write the check and mail 
it with the form in this Afterburner.  You won’t regret 
that investment in a fun time with friends.  See more 
details in the Branson Reunion Update article in this 
issue.

Veteran Photos Needed!  I have received photos 
from only nine members!  My Mama would have said 
“that is a pitiful response.”  Okay, my original deadline 
was May 31 and has now been extended to June 30.  
But no extensions after that date as I must get them 
organized and to the host in Branson.  See the article 
for more details on Page 4.

Blast From the Past aka Memories of Aviano! 
Do you remember our requests of 2012 and 2013?  
We asked the membership --- YOU --- for your con-
tributions for potential publication in the Afterburner.  
Elaine and I get lots of compliments on this publica-
tion, but we cannot create articles without your help.  
In February we asked for your input.  We received 
nothing.  See pages 7 and 8!

Kentucky Reunion!  Kay Fryman and Carol Futrell 
have already begun initial plans for our 2016 reunion.  
Kay is extra busy now with her son’s wedding com-
ing up this summer but she promises details of the 
Kentucky Reunion in the August Afterburner.

In this Issue... Member News, Branson Reunion Info 
& Attendee List & Registration Form, Veteran Photos 
Needed, Memories of Aviano ...and More...

Aviano in the Spring
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163 

ARA May 2015
 Roster Changes and Corrections

WELCOME
New Members

Happy Spring, everyone!  The only note I have is a reminder that 
we have hosts for all of our reunions.  The only information I have 
on reunions is what is in The Afterburner.  Please do not send 
reunion money to me.  I just have to send it back to you.  
Thanks!  Sally, Secretary/Treasurer

IN MEMORY
Our long time member and dear friend Bill Davis died peace-
fully in his sleep at home in Horseshoe Bay, Texas on April 
22.  He had been diagnosed with esophageal cancer only 
one week earlier.  Bill did not want a sad memorial service, 
so Dee and the family will be holding a private celebration of 
his life later this summer.  We will miss seeing Bill dancing 
gracefully with Dee at our Aviano Reunions -- the over 20 
that they attended!  Our 
thoughts and prayers 
are with her, especially 
over the coming weeks 
and months, and we 
look forward to seeing 
her in Branson.  

Changes of Address:

Dennis and Luisa Harvey
938 Ash Street
Vermillion, SD  57069
Phone:  605-624-2774
E-Mail: deh45@hotmail.com
USAF - 7227 Combat Support Group - 65-68

Harriet A. Hughes
 411 Minesata Ave.
 Lynn Haven, FL  32444
 Phone:  850-628-199
 Sister of George Hughes

Penny Fry and Dudley Mendheim
10125 Vineyard Lake Road East
 Jacksonville, FL  32256
 Phone:  904-519-9517
 E-Mail: plfm2@comcast.net
 Daughter of David and Bennie Fry, 
 Aviano 73-77

Brenda Starling
4702 Vista Green Court
Wilmington, NC  28412
Phone:  828-776-5252
Cousin of George Hughes

RETURNING MEMBER:    
Bonnie Collier
1915 FM-1980
Marble Falls, TX  78654
Phone:  830-265-2165
E-Mail: bonniec@tstar.net
Friend of Betty Farmer

Email Changes:
Art and Sue Beidler to beidlerinwv@gmail.com
Marshall Bishop to kmbh@comcast.net
Doc McCauslin to docm1309@sbcglobal.net
Frederick Ryan:  fryarjr@aol.com
Address Change:
Thomas Scannell
315 Forever Ridge
Helotes, TX  78023

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:saeaves%40comcast.net?subject=
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A future Bronco, Erick & Mom 
Sarah Arnold

Brent Ives & Norm Wakerley 
stretching some stories

Branson Reunion Update
Come on everybody, clap your hands…awe...you’re looking good!

Ready to twist again like we did frequently at the Clubs in Aviano?   We can promise you that we did, indeed, do lots of that!  
The music, shows, and other entertainment we have programmed for you will transport many of us back to our good ole’ 
days of memorable moments at our beloved Italian home.  Everyone will have an unforgettable experience of enjoyment 
and camaraderie to last forever...or at least until the next reunion!

As of today we have 67 people (see list below) registered for the Branson Reunion.  And, yet, we know that more of you are 
still considering joining our fun group.  The good news for you is that we are still accepting deposits to reserve a spot - $200 
per person (50% of cost for the reunion activity package.)  Final payment is due August 1.  Don’t hesitate any longer and 
pull out your checkbook right now.  While you are reading this note, write your check and send it to Gathering Plus using the 
form/address provided here. Don’t forget to include the additional $35.00 per person to join us for the optional fun “IT” musi-
cal show on Monday evening.

Please make sure that you follow up your registration with lodging reservations at The Grand Plaza Hotel (417-336-6646), 
and don’t forget to tell them that you are with the Aviano Reunion Association.  You can get there as early as three days 
before and leave three days after the reunion and still get the same special $92.00 ARA rate.  

Jaime’s plans for a round of golf at the Payne Stewart Golf Club (PSGC) have hit a glitch.  The course will be closed on 
Monday (28th) for greens aeration.  So, the group can either play on Sunday afternoon (27th), starting as late as 3pm (best 
rate of $69.00) or plan for a different course in Branson, on Monday morning.  Typically, these courses accept reservations 
up to 60 days in advance, so there is still time to decide.  For sure, please let him know if you can play on Sunday after-
noon.  It would be awesome to play at the PSGC, as it has been selected the best course in Branson for the last three years 
in a row.

We can’t wait to see you all on September 28 in the hospitality room at The Grand Plaza Hotel in Branson.  
Can you feel it? We surely can…. “Twistin’ time is here!!!”

Signed Up Attendees

Altieri, Vito and Shirley Ann 
Beckwith, George and Nancy
Bishop, Marshall
Black, Melvin and Sandy
Burnett, Doris
Catalina, Ben and Lynn
Collier, Bonnie
Constantine, Gary and Verna
Currie, Al and Lou
Davis, Dee
Dorris, Joe and Claire
Eaves, Sally Ann
Farmer, Betty

Fryman, Ken and Kay
Futrell, Tom and Carol
Gaskell, Dick and Barbara 
Gissing, Pete and Pat 
Gracey, Rodger and Betty
Horton, Tom and Elaine 
Hudgins, Richard and LeNeille
Hughes, George and Gwen 
Hughes, Harriet 
Lasher, Wendall (Lash) and Norma
Leone, Nicholas and Margaret 
Lewis, Neil 
Maust, Jay and Jane 

Miller, Chuck and Pat
Ondrusek, Louis and Astrid
Povey, William and Emily 
Rutter, Joseph and Franca 
Steele, Alan and Linda 
Trent, Douglas and Ann 
Vazquez, Jaime and Belinda 
Vazquez, Jose 
Walbridge, Ray and Marilyn 
Walker, William 
Wills, Roger 
Willsey, Dean and Dana 
Witt, Randy and Peggy

www.avianoreunion.com
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Veteran Photos STILL Needed 
for Branson Tribute

By Ben Catalina

As mentioned in our February Afterburner, we will be 
attending several entertainment venues in Branson, 
and most give special acknowledgement to veterans 
in the audience.  One of the owners offered to feature 
a special slide-show tribute honoring our own group’s 
military service to the nation.  We were honored at this 
request!  In order for this to work well, however, we 
need ARA members to each provide one or two photos 
of themselves in uniform.  It can be any type of military 
uniform from any branch in which you served.  And 
if you are not a veteran, we invite you to provide one 
or two photos of any parent or relative in uniform who 
served in the military.  Here are some specifics:

• The photo must be submitted to Ben Catalina by 
email or by US mail by June 30, 2015.

• If by email, please submit as a jpg photo attach-
ment, not in the body of the email.

• If by US mail, it will be scanned and returned to you.
• Please identify the person(s) in the photo, the loca-

tion, and, if possible, the month and year taken.
• Photos of veterans “at work” are preferred but we’ll 

take all.
• A photo of the veteran in uniform with the family is 

also appropriate.
• Email photo to me at bcatalina@satx.rr.com.
• Or mail photo to me at:
 Ben Catalina
 42  Roseheart
 San Antonio, TX  78259

Questions?  Email or call me.  Thanks in advance for 
your support of this wonderful effort.

PRIMAVERA BAZAAR AT 
AVIANO AIR BASE – MAY, 2015

It was held in Hangar 3, which I understand used to be 
Base Supply. Remember when some of us used to plan 

to go to the Bazaars in Germany because we did not 
have one!! They have “come a long way, baby!”

#1 Hits of the 60’s and 50’s Too is a great show 
we will see in Branson. To get a preview, 

click on the photo.

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:bcatalina%40satx.rr.com?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DBYC3neu0zIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DBYC3neu0zIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYC3neu0zIw
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

 September 28-October 2, 2015 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 
THE GRAND 

PLAZA 
HOTEL 

$92.00 per 
room per night 

plus tax, 
including 
breakfast 

 
3:00 p.m. 

Hospitality 
Room Open 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

WELCOME 
ABOARD 
Reception 

 
Optional 

Show: 
8:00 p.m. 

IT Show at 
Hughes 
Theatre 

$35.00 p.p. 
including 

transportation 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
9:00 a.m. 

BRANSON 
LANDING, 

OLD 
DOWNTOWN 
BRANSON and 

 
COLLEGE  

of the 
OZARKS 

TOUR 
and LUNCH 

at Keeter Center 
 

 
3:30 p.m. 
JONAH 

At 
Sight and Sound 

 
6:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Charlie’s Steak, 

Ribs and Ale 
 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
 11:-00 a.m. 

SHOPPING at 
Grand Village 

And 

 
LUNCH 

at Mel’s Hard 
Luck Diner 

 

 
2:00 p.m. 

#1  
HITS 
of the 

SIXTIES 
SHOW 

 
5:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS 
MEETING 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Florentina’s 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 

 
 

10:00 a.m. 
THE  

CLAY 
COOPER 

SHOW and 
LUNCH 

 
 

 
 

6:30 p.m. 
SOCIAL 
HOUR 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
BANQUET 
DINNER 
At Hotel 

With  
Entertainment 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
Depart 

ACTIVITY 
PACKAGE: 
$400.00 per 

person 
 

INCLUDES: 
Welcome 

Packets with 
Name Badges 

Hospitality 
Room 

Welcome 
Reception 
Tour and 
Lunch at 
Keeter 
Jonah 

Dinner at 
Charlie’s 

Lunch at Hard 
Luck Diner 

#1 Hits of the 
Sixties Show 

Dinner at 
Florentina’s 
Clay Cooper 

Show and 
Lunch 

Social Hour 
Banquet 
Dinner 
With  

Entertainment 
Transportation 

to Group 
Activities 
Reunion 
Website 

 

www.avianoreunion.com
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

September 28-October 2, 2015 
NAME____________________________________________________ 
GUEST/SPOUSE____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________ 
CITY___________________________STATE__________ZIP_______ 
TELEPHONE________________EMAIL__________________________ 
Any physical disabilities?______________________________________ 
Any dietary restrictions?_____________________________________ 

********************************************************** 
HOST HOTEL:  THE GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 

 
Call 417-336-6646 for room reservations and mention you are with the 
Aviano Reunion Association.  The room rate is $92.00 per room per night 
plus tax.  A hot buffet breakfast is included in room rate and rate is 
available 3 days prior and 3 days after the reunion based on availability.  
Rooms not reserved by August 28, 2015 will be dropped from the group 
block. 
 

Reunion Activity Package:  $400.00 per person 
_______# of Attendees x $400.00 per person = $______________ 

 
“IT” Show on Monday Evening:  $35.00 per person 

______# of Attendees x $35.00 per person = $_____________ 
 

TOTAL DUE:  $_________________ 
 
A 50% deposit ($200 per person) is requested by May 1, 2015 with final 
payment due August 1, 2015.  No refunds will be issued after September 1, 
2015. 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
GATHERINGS PLUS 

P. O. BOX 1023, BRANSON WEST, MO. 65737 
417-338-4048…pam@gatheringsplus.com 

 
Reunion Website:  www.ReunionPro.com, click on “reunions” link, type 
in Aviano Reunion Association, enter,  then click on your logo to get to 

the reunion website.  You can order discounted tickets to additional 
shows and attractions as well as see a list of attendees!!!! 

 

www.avianoreunion.com
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No, no one sent us any input for the Memories or 
Blast from the Past sections this quarter!  So we dug 
into our aging brains’ vaults and found the following:

1. Did you ever hear about the time Ben Catalina 
called the bomb squad because a suspicious 
package with no return address had arrived in 
his Aviano mail room?  
Turned out to be from 
the US Embassy and 
was a purse that some 
Aviano AB lady had lost 
in Rome!  Are you that 
lady?

2. Do you remember the 1973 announce-
ments on the base PA system that said 
“the ESSO station has gas.”  And do you 
remember the mad rush to the station?  
To this day, I still get a little nervous when 
my gas tank is below ½ full!

3. How many of you remember the month that the 
commissary ran out of toilet paper?  And the fol-
lowing months when folks were accused of stock-
ing up?  (Yep, we did stock up!)

4. And then there were the 
times that the commissary 
ran out of disposable dia-
pers!  Out of desperation, 
I went out and bought 
Italian cloth diapers, which 
turned out to be a HUGE 
swaddling cloth that I sim-
ply could not control.  So 
I bought their disposable 
diapers.  They resembled an enormous sanitary 
napkin that you put inside a pair of plastic pants…. 
And they were horrid.  Once the base got diapers 
in stock, I was first in line and stockpiled as many 
as I could fit in my car.

5. Did you ever hear the story 
of George Beckwith tak-
ing Nancy on a 7-country 
tour of Europe...in his 
Porsche...in THREE DAYS!  
He’d show you the photos 
but...they are all blurred!

6. A group of communications officers were driving 
together on a TDY with their commander.  They 
discovered they were trying to access the wrong 
Autostrada, so when they got to the toll booth, 
the commander rolled down the window and said 
loudly “El Mistake-O!” and then promptly made 
an illegal U-turn around the toll booth.  By then all 
those in the car were laughing uncontrollably, and 
they were all relieved that they were not being fol-
lowed by Carabinieri to arrest them.

7. If you worked in the HQ building in about 1974, do 
you remember the time that the bomb squad blew 
up a briefcase that had been left in the hallway 

for several hours?  Later that day 
a new PCS assignee to the base 
walked into the building and asked 
“has anyone seen my briefcase?”  
Oops!

8. Did you hear the story of the new 
Aviano-ite who was touring homes 
to rent and saw one home that “had 
footrests on the small porcelain 
shower floor but no showerhead.”  
Yep, another rookie!  The poor kid 
had never seen a bomb site!

9. May 6th was the 39th anniversary of the big Terre-
moto (Earthquake) in 1976.  Were you there?  Do 
you remember that?  If you were in Aviano during 
the Earthquake, please send some memory to be 
included in the next issue.

Memories of Aviano
By Signore Memoria and Signora Ricordare

(Continued on page 8)

www.avianoreunion.com
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10. Gas coupons.  Did you ever trade them for bom-
bolas?

11. The Trout Farm Restaurant.  Best fried trout and 
polenta in all of Italy!  But do 
you remember the first time 
they served you the trout...
with the head and eyes star-
ing at you?  How quickly we 
learned to order “senza la 
testa.”

12. Europe on $5 A Day?  Yes, there really was such 
a book and many of us used it many times!  And 
we remember the “toilette down the hall”...

13. Do you remember how in 1974 
Peggy Witt got from France to 
Italy and then back to France...all 
within two hours without a pass-
port or military ID?

14. Do you remember the “Dead Bug” game that the 
rotational troops played?  When someone yelled 
“Dead Bug”, all would lay down on the ground on 

their backs with their 
hands in the air!  One 
of the Base Command-
ers REALLY did not 
like it and tried to catch 
them at it so he could 
punish them… but they 
set up spies!

THIS SECTION INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
BECAUSE WE DIDN’T GET ANY INPUT FROM THE 

MEMBERSHIP (except for Signore Memoria and 
Signora Ricordare)!  IF ANY OF THEIR MEMORIES 

SPARKED ANY MEMORIES OF YOUR OWN, PLEASE 
WRITE THEM DOWN NOW!

 We would particularly love some memories of the 
earthquake.

B L A N K

Please help us by submitting your “Blast from the 
Past” articles and/or “Memories of Aviano” to the 
Editor or the President.  We will take them typed, 
emailed, or hand-written...but not as messages on 
our phones!

Are you wondering what the IT Show is all 
about? Click on the photo and be amazed.

If you didn’t sign up for this optional show with 
your deposit, you still can.

What is IT?

(Memories from Aviano, Continued from page 7)

www.avianoreunion.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3Dvs2AguRUr_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs2AguRUr_g

