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President’s Message
2017 Italy Reunion Update! STILL SOLD OUT! We have 80
members registered and paid for the reunion and the waitlist
is now empty! While we are sorry that some members had to
cancel their plans, we are glad we could move all remaining wait
list members to the attendee list. An updated list of attendees is
found in this issue of the Afterburner, as well as the latest update
on the reunion itinerary. We will have a more detailed itinerary in the August issue. Once we arrive at the hotel in Lucca,
attendees will receive a fully detailed daily agenda of activities
with departure times, tour details, meal times, etc. And of course
Roberto will provide daily reminders and updates.
Rome Airport (FCO) Hilton Hotel & Flight Info! Thanks to
all of you for advising me of your Airport Hilton Hotel and other
hotel personal arrangements. It is nice to know that 100% of
the attendees are arriving Rome at least one day prior to the
scheduled October 2 pickup at the airport. We anticipate that the
pickup time will be 9 a.m. but will confirm in the August Afterburner. If you have not yet emailed me your flight schedules, please
do so now. If you can’t remember if you sent it, send it again just
to make sure.

Cruise Balance Due July 1! Susan asked me to remind you
that your cruise final payment is due on July 1. She will be sending an email reminder to all cruisers in June.
Q & A and Key Dates Reminders! We have updated this list
to answer questions we have been asked. Please read all the
questions. And review those Key Dates to make sure you are on
schedule. Lots of good info there.
2018 Reunion in Washington DC! The team of Hudgins and
Lasher are already hard at work making plans and arrangements
for the 2018 reunion. Look for their preliminary announcement
in the August Afterburner. We will begin taking deposits at the
Business Meeting in Italy.
In this Issue... Member News, Italy Reunion Update Three, Reunion and Cruise Attendee List, Q & A & Key Dates...and More.
www.avianoreunion.com

Ben

Reunion Final Payment Due June 15! As mentioned several
times in the past, the balance due is computed based on the
euro exchange rate on that date and applied to the total per
person price. That rate may be adjusted slightly to accommodate potential exchange fluctuations. I anticipate having that rate
information in early June.
Please do NOT send me a check for what you think is your balance.
Wait until you receive an email from me with your exact balance.
ARA Officers

FUTURE REUNIONS

Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Elaine Horton - Editor
Lisa Ringler - Webmaster

2017 - Tuscany Region, Italy - October 2-9, 2017
Hosts: Ben & Lynn Catalina

2018 – Washington D.C. – October 2018

Hosts: Dick & LeNeille Hudgins and Lash & Norma Lasher
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer
Sally Ann Eaves

Email: saeaves@comcast.net
8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005

Phone: 303-421-2163

Roster Changes/Corrections
Jim and Connie Carino New address:
3500 West Chester Pike, CH 110
Newtown Square PA 19073
New phone: 610 353 3272 (replaces old one)
Jim’s cell: 215-680-4296
New email for Connie: connie19010@gmail.com
Anne Collins: Add home telephone: 828-743-6296
Jean Kunz: Correct email address:
Jean.Kunz@att.net
Sad news came to us this past month with the
passing of two very special members of our Aviano
Reunion Association, Diane Hefner and Gene Ives.
Please see our Remembrance of them on the back
page. They will be sorely missed by all.
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2017 REUNION ATTENDEES
AND CRUISERS
CATALINA, Ben & Lynn C
ADAMS, Craig & Mary
BECKWITH, George & Nancy C
BOLEN, Paul & Donna
BROWN, Fred & Mari Anna C
BURNETT, Doris &
BISHOP, Marshall C
CARINO, Jim & Connie
CLEMENTS, Bob & Tina
CORREALE,Vincent & Judi C
DAVIS, Dee & Melanie C
DARDEN, Patrice &
NORMAN, Burt
DOHR, Jill
EAVES, Sally &
WEPPLER, Arleene
FARMER, Betty C
FRYMAN, Ken & Kay C
FUTRELL, Tom & Carol C
GLAZA, Paul & Cheryl
GRACEY, Rodger & Betty C
HANSEN, Mike &
KAZARIAN, Linda C
HEFNER, George
HOIT, Zane & Margaret C

HORTON, Tom & Elaine
C
HUDGINS, Dick & LeNeille C
HUGHES, George & Gwen
KILGORE, Don & Rita
KUNZ, Jean & Heinz C
LASHER, Lash & Norma C
LAURNEN, Ed & Judy
LEONE, Nick & Margaret
LONG, Gideon & Carole C
MAUST, Jay & Jane
MAUST, Jay & Jules
MAUST, Joel
MCGUTH, Bill C
MCILROY, Tom & Cheryl
RUTTER, Joe & Franca
SHELTON, Bill
SWACINA, Dan & Kathy
VAZQUEZ, Jaime & Belinda C
VAZQUEZ, Jose C
WALBRIDGE, Ray &
FREEMAN, Leslie C
WILLS, Roger C
WILLSEY, Dean & Dana
WITT, Randy & Peggy C
C = ALSO CRUISING

HISTORICAL TRIVIA

If you don’t read this fabulous bit of historic knowledge, your hard drive will kill your mouse. Thanks, Nick Leone!
In the late 1700’s, many houses
consisted of a large room with only
one chair. Commonly, a long wide
board folded down from the wall,
and was used for dining. The ‘head
of the household’ always sat in the
chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a
guest, who was usually a man,
would be invited to sit in this chair
during a meal. To sit in the chair
meant you were important and in
charge. They called the one sitting
in the chair the ‘chair man.’ Today
in business, we use the expression
or title ‘Chairman’ or ‘Chairman of
the Board.’

Early politicians required feedback
from the public to determine what
the people considered important.
Since there were no telephones,
TV’s or radios, the politicians sent
their assistants to local taverns,
pubs, and bars. They were told to
‘go sip some Ale and listen to people’s conversations and political
concerns.’ Many assistants were
dispatched at different times. ‘You
go sip here’ and ‘You go sip there.’
The two words ‘go sip’ were eventually combined when referring to
the local opinion and, thus we have
the term ‘gossip.’

At local taverns, pubs, and bars,
people drank from pint and quartsized containers. A bar maid’s job
was to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks coming.
She had to pay close attention
and remember who was drinking
in ‘pints’ and who was drinking in
‘quarts,’ hence the phrase ‘minding
your ‘P’s and Q’s’.

Personal hygiene left much room
for improvement. As a result,
many women and men had developed acne scars by adulthood.
The women would spread bee’s
wax over their facial skin to smooth
out their complexions. When they
were speaking to each other, if a
woman began to stare at another
woman’s face she was told, ‘mind
your own bee’s wax.’ Should
the woman smile, the wax would
crack, hence the term ‘crack a
smile’. In addition, when they sat
too close to the fire, the wax would
melt. Therefore, the expression
‘losing face.’
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2017 Reunion in Italy
UPDATE THREE
In the February issue, we provided lots of highlights of the cities
and towns in our planned itinerary. In this issue we are again
providing the itinerary summary as a reminder of what is planned.
Like all our past reunions, we tweak the itinerary as time progresses, making adjustments in the order of locations visited,
event times and other items to best accommodate our group. A
more detailed itinerary will be in the August issue
After our pickup at the Rome Fiumicino Airport Hilton Hotel, we
will travel to the charming and much-loved city of Lucca, just
north of Pisa on a plain at the foot of the Apuan Alps. Composer
Giacomo Puccini was born there, and his house has been
restored and converted into a small museum that we will be able
to visit, along with the Historical Museum of the Resistance and
other primary sites in the city. Lucca will be our home for four
nights.
From Lucca, we’ll travel short distance on day tours to Pisa, to
include the Leaning Tower of Pisa and The Field of Miracles, the
Sant’Anna historical site in Stazzema, and the seaside village
of Viareggio. On other days we will travel to the Garfagnana
region, nestled in a valley between the Apennines mountains to
the east/northeast, and the Apuan Alps to the west. This will also
include a visit to Villa Grabau and a tour of the lovely hill town village of Barga. Included are lunches in quaint village restaurants
and other special places that Roberto loves, a wine tasting here
and a cheese tasting there. Maybe even a surprise or two?
Then it’s on to Siena for three nights for the remainder of the
reunion and a stop en route to the lovely and renowned town of
Etruscan origins called Volterra, with lunch and wine tasting at a
local farm. In Siena, we’ll be treated to a walking tour
with a special private visit to the Contrada Museum
where we will learn more about the annual festival and
horse race, Il Palio. Even if you’ve visited this popular
Tuscany destination previously (with the 2002 Italy reunion group, perhaps), there is still so much to do and
see and learn! In Siena we also get serious about that
wine thing with a wine tour in the Brunello region and
lunch in Montalcino. On our final full day, we’ll head
to the Montepulciano and Val d’Orcia area visiting
Peinza and Monticchielo—Roberto’s favorite village.
That evening we have our farewell reunion.

Hotels selected are the Grand Hotel Guinigi just outside Lucca
and the centrally located NH Siena. These are two excellent
hotels where we will have breakfast each morning as well as dinner several evenings.
As a reminder, the reunion price includes roundtrip airport group
transfer from the Rome Fiumicino Airport Hilton Hotel; seven
nights in the reunion hotels, all tours and scheduled transportation while on the reunion, approximately 18 meals during the 7
days and nights of the reunion, museum entrance tickets per the
itinerary, and other inclusions to be detailed later. Yes, vino with
each evening meal and with some lunches too!
As mentioned elsewhere in this Afterburner, we have 80 paid
reunion attendees and no one remaining on the wait list. Hopefully we will not have any cancellations between now and the
reunion start date as there will be no refunds. The only exception
will be if another member can take a canceled person’s place.
The final balance for the reunion is scheduled to be June 15.
Please do NOT send any checks to Ben until you receive an
email from him advising of the actual amount due. You can
expect to receive that email in early June.
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Q & A and Key Date Reminders
Do I need a passport? Absolutely! And it
must be valid for at least six months after
your scheduled date of return home. That
means that it must be valid until at least
April 30, 2018. If anyone is remaining
in Europe past October 31, 2017, your
expiration date must be beyond April 30.
Check your passports. For more passport
info, click here.
Can you tell me how to get from my
arrival gate to the Airport Hilton Hotel?
The best way is to go to the Hilton site and
look at the directions and map and print
them…and carry with your onboard items
on the plane. Click here for the map and
directions.
What if I miss my flight from USA and
not able to get to Rome Airport before
the reunion busses depart on Oct. 2?
Unfortunately, due to airport and hotel security requirements, we cannot delay our
departure from the hotel pickup point. If
anyone misses the bus departure, they will
need to get to the hotel in Lucca by train or
other means. The train station is located
directly opposite Terminal 1.
I may need a wheelchair. Will they
be available on the tour? Sorry, there
are none available on the reunion. Each
attendee is responsible for bringing or
arranging their own mobility assistance
needs as necessary. (For those members
going on the cruise who might need a
wheelchair, please contact Susan.)
When we visit Pisa, will we be allowed
to climb the leaning tower? Due to the
age and extreme wear of, not us, but the
slippery marble steps, and because of the
usual long lines to climb the tower, we are
not going to be able to do that.
Can I still buy the trip insurance? Yes.
For those going on the reunion only, email
Ben on any questions. For those going on
the reunion and cruise, email Susan.

Do I need to bring my Aviano Reunion
Association nametag and lanyard?
Yes, please. If you can’t find it, the
replacement cost is $5. New members
and first time reunion attendees will be
provided a complimentary nametag and
lanyard.
Will my cell phone work in Italy? Probably! But we strongly recommend that
you check with your cell provider and
also ask what the costs will be for calls,
texts, emails received and made. Some
companies offer a temporary “international
plan” that is usually the thing to add to
your plan. Don’t wait until we get to Italy
to check on this!
This is our first trip to Italy in many
years and we’re excited. Are there any
other questions I should be asking?
Maybe. We will send each attendee an
International Travel Tips guide with some
helpful hints. Look for it in a special late
summer email from Lynn.
Do I need a visa for Italy? US citizens
do not need a visa. If in doubt, go to
this US State Department site. NOTE
that the site has excellent information on
Safety, Security, Health and other information.
Do I need to register with the U.S. Embassy in Rome or elsewhere? No you
do not. However, the U.S. State Department has a new free service titled STEP,
Smart Traveler Enrollment Program. Once
registered at the STEP site, it allows you
to receive important information from the
Embassy about safety conditions in your
destination country, helping you make informed decisions about your travel plans.
It helps the U.S. Embassy (Rome) contact
you in an emergency, whether natural
disaster, civil unrest, or family emergency.
It also helps family and friends get in touch
with you in an emergency. Enrollment
is not mandatory but is available if you
choose to do so. Go to https://step.state.
gov/step/

Do I need any special immunizations?
Italy doesn’t require any but we recommend you be up to date with normal USA
recommended immunizations. Check with
your doctor.
This is my first Aviano Reunion IN Italy.
Just who is Roberto Bechi? Roberto is
a wonderful professional guide that we first
used in 2002. His passion and expertise
have continued as we have used him every three years to tour throughout Tuscany
and other areas of Italy. Check him out at
www.toursbyroberto.com and at the Rick
Steves site and also check Roberto’s
special travel article here.
For other reunion related questions,
please contact Ben & Lynn at
bcatalina@satx.rr.com or 210-658-0019
or 210-658-8388.
For other cruise related questions, please
contact Susan Pretkus-Combs at
949-709-0098 or email her at
scombs@dreamvacations.com.
KEY DATES:
June 15: Reunion balance due. In early
June, Ben will send each attendee an
email with the exact balance due. Payable
by check only to ARA Ben Catalina.
July 1: Final payment date for the cruise.
Payable by credit or debit card. Susan will
send a reminder to each cruiser.
August 1: Check on your flights to make
sure the airlines have not significantly
changed your schedule. Do this every
couple of weeks. Contact your airline if
you feel that a change is not reasonable or
seriously impacts your connection times or
arrival/departure time for Rome.
The day prior to your flight departure
from USA: Check in online at your airline’s website.
Now: Find that passport and doublecheck the expiration dates. And go dig
out that nametag and lanyard you put
in a drawer or in a closet…somewhere!
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A CRAZY OKTOBERFEST ADVENTURE
A collaboration by Dee Davis, Sylvia McConnell, and Ellie Coote

BACKGROUND (for those who did not live in Aviano during the
‘60’s or ‘70’s): The Vajont Dam is a disused dam, completed in
1959 in the valley of the Vajont River under Monte Toc, 100 km
(60 miles) north of Venice, Italy. It is 262 metres (860 ft) high,
27 metres (89 ft) wide and 22.11 metres (72 ft 6 in) thick at the
base and 191 metres (627 ft) wide and 3.4 metres (11 ft 2 in)
thick at the top. The dam
was conceived in the
1920s and eventually
built between 1957 and
1960 by Adriatic Energy
Corporation, the electricity supply and distribution
monopoly in northeastern
Italy near the town of
Longarone. In 1962 the
dam was nationalized and
came under the control of
ENEL as part of the Italian
Ministry for Public Works.
It was described as ‘the
tallest dam in the world’, intended to meet the growing demands
of industrialization, and as of 2017 is still one of the tallest in the
world. NOTE: This information is from Wikipedia.
PREFACE: It was a sunny summer day in 1962 when Ellie’s
college chum spent a few days in Aviano with the Cootes. Since
she wanted to see some non-touristy sights in the region, we
took a picnic lunch and drove up into the Dolomites to show her
the newly completed Vajont Dam, an engineering marvel. We
found a grassy spot beside the road looking over the top of the
dam to Mt. Toc on the other side. We watched as, occasionally,
small rocks slid down the mountain into the lake above the dam.
We laughingly said that one day that whole mountain might end
up in the lake.
OCTOBER, 1963: Way back then, when the world was young …
well, at least we were … three young couples from Aviano (Dee
and Bill Davis, Sylvia and Mike McConnell, Ellie and Bill Coote)
planned a trip to Munich to enjoy the Oktoberfest. We traveled
in two separate cars and met near the Bahnhof Hotel late that
afternoon. It was getting dark, so we wanted to check into our
rooms and then get a bite to eat. Mike had been put in charge of
getting us reservations, so we asked, “OK, Mike, where are we
staying?” He looked blank. “Uh, I, uh, hmmm, I guess I forgot.”
We groaned. One thing Munich did not have in abundance during Oktoberfest was vacant rooms!

We deliberated for a bit while standing out on the sidewalk, in the
darkening night, in a strange city when we finally asked someone
where we could find rooms. Finding out that we were military,
he advised us to go to the USO. Finally, with their help, we were
able to secure the LAST TWO rooms available in a downtown
hotel. Well, it was better than nothing. This meant that the three
men would take the smaller room and the women
would get the larger room
with a bath. We settled in
and then went to a nearby
Ratskellar where we
enjoyed watching a stage
show while we ate some
good German food. All I
remember about the show
was two men chopping
wood. Full and tired, we
retreated to our rooms for
the night.
The next day we were on to Oktoberfest! Lots of music, lots of
tents and lots of beer. We bought our drinks in the Lowenbrau
tent and took them to a picnic table outside. The best part was
watching a little old lady, all dressed in black, with her grey hair in
a bun get up on the top of the next table, balance a full beer stein
on her head and sway up and down the table while singing to the
Ein Prosen song being played by the band inside the tent. She
never spilled a drop. Amazing!
Not sure who sketched this, but
it is from their original trip and
it is the lady they talk about in
the article with the beer stein on
her head!

Thirst quenched momentarily, we proceeded to try out some of the rides at
the entrance to the fest. One ride was
a slide. As Bill D. came down the slide,
he had a strange look on his face.
“Oops, I split my pants,” he squeaked, holding onto his backside. “Oh, Bill, Honey, we’ll have to go back to the hotel so you
can change,” Dee said, putting her arm around him and shielding the rip from our view. Okay, but none of the rest of us were
ready to call it an evening, so we agreed to meet up with them
(A Crazy Oktoberfest Adventure. Continued on page 6)

Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 30 Number 2

Aviano Reunion Association • www.AvianoReunion.com

6

(A Crazy Oktoberfest Adventure. Continued from page 5)

later. Dee said, “We’ll meet you at the Ratskellar.” Off they went,
and on we went to some more attractions and rides and another
stop (or was it two?) at the Lowenbrau tent. The balancing stein
lady must have left or maybe … who knows?? Sometime after
midnight, we’d had enough and headed back to the Ratskellar to
meet up with Bill and Dee. Sylvia had been so impressed with
those balancing steins that she really wanted one as a souvenir,
so on the way out, she concealed hers under her coat as we left
the Lowenbrau tent. She made it past the security guards, but
somehow, the stein slipped out and she dropped it. She was terrified that she would be arrested and jailed, but perhaps the guard
looked the other way. Shaking in her boots, she picked up the
pieces and walked on. The damaged stein is still one of her most
treasured souvenirs. Once back at the Ratskeller, we watched
men in leiderhosen hopping around on the stage and slapping the
soles of their shoes as they sang. Lots of fun to watch and it felt
good to just sit down for a while. The Davises never showed up
so after the show, we made our way back to the hotel, ready for a
good night’s sleep.
The hotel seemed very quiet after the raucous fest. We bid the
men goodnight at their door and walked around the corner and
down to our room at the end of the hall. The door was locked.
We knocked. No response. “Hey, Dee, come on! Let us in!”
We didn’t dare make too much
noise since it seemed the whole
hotel was either asleep or still
at the fest. Just then, Mike
came around the corner. “Hey,
where’s Bill? He’s not in the
room.” Now, at this point, I
might mention that the Davises were newlyweds. Sylvia
and I looked at each other.
“Mmmhm.” We walked back up
the hall and told Mike that we
now knew where both Bill and
Dee were, and that it looked like
the guys were going to have to
This is the photo of Sylvia,
share their room with the two
Ellie and Dee touring
Ludwig’s castle on their way
locked out ladies!
back to Aviano. All dressed

It reminded me of the kid song,
up for touring!
“Ten in the bed and the little
one said, ‘move over, move over.’” Mike and Bill had ONE double
bed in their little room and I am amazed that the men managed
to hang onto their sides of the bed with us two ladies scrunched
in the middle that night! I’m not saying it was the most restful
sleep, but it was better than sleeping in the hallway. The next

morning, there were no signs of remorse from the honeymooners,
but we got it and moved on. We all enjoyed our Oktoberfest…
some more than others! On our way back, we stopped for a tour
through one of King Ludwig’s castles, Linderhof, where the picture
of us three ladies was taken. No pix of the men were found,
unfortunately, but you know who they were!
OCTOBER 9, 1963: It was time to head back to Aviano. It was
dark when we reached our destinations. Bill and Ellie went
around Longarone and the Vajont Dam about 8:30 and were
back in Aviano around 10 pm. The next morning, the Cootes
were awakened at 6 am by the shrill ringing of the phone. It was
a chopper pilot friend, Roy Bergstron. “Hey, am I glad to hear
you’re back and safe. You probably haven’t heard, but that mountain on the other side of Vajont Dam collapsed into the reservoir
and spilled tons of water over the dam, around 10:43 last night.
The town of Longarone is gone. Most people drowned. We’re
heading up there in the choppers now to see what we can do, but
I remembered that you guys were driving back that way last night
and ….” He choked up. We thanked him and wished him well.
We had a great and interesting time in Germany, but will always
be thankful that we all made it back safely that fatal night, literally
just hours before the Longarone disaster. And, yes, Roy and his
crew, as well as many others from the base, were able to lend
much needed support to the survivors during the next several
weeks.
We remembered that picnic day a year ago, and joking about the
rocks sliding down the mountain. This was no joke. It was, as
Life magazine reported, “The night a town drowned in its sleep.”

The Vajont Dam as seen from the village of Longarone in 2005, showing
approximately the top 60–70 metres of concrete. The wall of water that
overtopped the dam by 250 metres and destroyed this village and all
nearby villages on 9 October 1963 would have obscured virtually all of
the blue sky in this photo.

(A Crazy Oktoberfest Adventure,.Continued on page 7)
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(A Crazy Oktoberfest Adventure.Continued from page 6)

POSTSCRIPT: (again, from Wikipedia) On 9 October 1963, during initial filling, a massive landslide caused a man-made megatsunami in the lake in which 50 million cubic metres of water
overtopped the dam in a wave 250 metres (820 ft) high, leading
to the complete destruction of several villages and towns, and
1,917 deaths. This event occurred when the company and the
Italian government dismissed evidence and concealed reports
describing the geological instability of Monte Toc on the southern
side of the basin, and other early warning signs reported prior to
the disaster. Numerous warnings, signs of danger, and negative appraisals had been disregarded, and the eventual attempt
to safely control the landslide into the lake by lowering its level
came when the landslide was almost imminent and was too late
to prevent it. Although the dam itself remained almost intact,
and two thirds of the water was retained behind it, the landslide
was much larger than expected and the impact brought massive
flooding and destruction to the Piave valley below. Although the
wave only contained a third of the dam’s contents, it was still ten
times higher than calculations had predicted.

Aerial view of the ‘ValleyVajont’ area shortly after
the disaster showing the
lake filled with mud and
debris from the landslide.
The dam is in the foreground at left.

The ‘bell tower’ that
remained standing at
Longarone. The rest of
the church building was
swept away, as were
almost all of the other
structures in the village.

Lexophilia - JUST FOR FUN!
Contributed by Jay and Jane Maust

Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a
Liverpool.
I tried to catch some fog, but I mist.
They told me I had type-A blood, but it was a Typo.
I changed my iPod’s name to Titanic.
It’s syncing now.
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.
I know a guy who’s addicted to brake fluid, but he
says he can stop any time.
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went,
and then it dawned on me.

Why were the Indians here first?
They had reservations.
I didn’t like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.
Did you hear about the cross-eyed teacher who
lost her job because she couldn’t control
her pupils?
When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble.
Broken pencils are pointless.
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive
vocabulary? A thesaurus.
I dropped out of communism class because of
lousy Marx.

This girl said she recognized me from the
vegetarian club, but I’d never met herbivore.

I got a job at a bakery
because I kneaded
dough.

When chemists die, they barium.

Velcro - what a rip off!

I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can’t
put it down.

Don’t worry about old
age; it doesn’t last.

I did a theatrical performance about puns. It was a
play on words.
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In Remembrance

Diane & George Hefner

Georgia “Diane” Hefner died on March 28 after a courageous battle with cancer. She and George were married 38
wonderful years and had lived in Roxborough, CO near Littleton since 2010, although their married life had been spent
in both Colorado and California over the years. They were
not married when George was assigned to Aviano 1968-73,
but Diane quickly became part of the gang and loved visiting Aviano for the first time with us during the 2008 reunion.
She and George graciously hosted two “mini” Aviano reunions for folks in the Denver/Colorado Springs area, the
last one a culinary salute to our 2014 Modena reunion with
a tableful of prosciutto and parmigiana.
A multitalented woman, Diane enjoyed a career in sales and
marketing before discovering the joys of white-water rafting, birding, creating exquisite aquatic-themed jewelry for
the company she co-owned with her brother John who lives
in St John USVI, working in various political campaigns,
and exploring the great outdoors. She leaves behind her
sweet George, the three cats she adored, her family, and numerous friends. Memorial donations may be made to the
The Denver Hospice.

Gene & Jean Ives

Rolland Eugene “Gene” Ives, a long-time staple of our Aviano
reunions, died April 17 in Colorado Springs from health complications. A USAF pilot, Gene flew an amazing array of planes for
the Air Force and served as a test pilot for several experimental
aircraft. His AF career led him to Aviano for 1960-63. Upon retirement, Gene became a private instructor pilot and later worked
at various jobs in the civilian world.
Gene treasured the lifelong friendships he created wherever he
lived, supporting the American Legion and other veterans’ groups
and enjoying camping, hunting, hiking, dancing, swimming, boating, bike riding, traveling and singing. As a matter of fact, both
Gene and his loving wife of 67 years Cleo “Jean” Ives sang in
various choirs together and even performed with the Soli Dio
Gloria choir at President Reagan’s Inauguration. They became
active in ARA just four years after its inception and hosted the
1993 reunion in Colorado Springs. Gene served as the ARA historian for many years.
Besides Jean, Gene leaves behind his grown children Gay and
Brent, both of whom also joined us for our 2011 Italy reunion
and follow-on Holy Land cruise, as well as grandchildren and
many relatives and friends. Memorial donations may be made
to St. Jude’s Children Hospital or Wounded Warriors. For
information on the June 3, 2017 Memorial Service, please
contact the Evergreen Funeral Home at 719-475-8303 or visit
this link: http://www.evergreenfuneralhome.org/book-of-memories/2917048/Ives-Rolland/service-details.php

