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From The President
San Diego Reunion Highlights
By Elaine Horton

(With contributions by Lynn Catalina)

I

San Diego Reunion Headquarters

t was another beautiful day in San Diego when we flew in from
dreary, rainy Atlanta. I read once that the weather-people in
San Diego always have the highest percentage of accurate forecasts because it is just “one beautiful day after another”! The locals actually complained about how hot it was--80’s in the day and
60’s at night with low humidity. Yeah, that’s hot all right—unless
you’re from Texas, Arizona or the Southeast! We did get a foggy
morning or two, but that burned off by mid morning. It was really
paradise-style weather!
Our hotel was the charming Best Western Hacienda in the
Old Town district of San Diego, with beautiful courtyards and
well maintained gardens and flowers. After arriving via the

hotel’s complimentary shuttle, we found our
room and then joined the Mexican Cocktail
Buffet planned by our gracious reunion hosts,
Mike Hansen and Linda Kazarian. It was fun
reuniting with everyone on a roof-top patio
overlooking San Diego Bay and Point Loma,
while being serenaded and treated to a vibrant
sunset and the tiniest sliver of a new moon.
We got an early start on Monday and
met our bus around 8:45. We took a tour of the
“Island” of Coronado (actually a peninsula!),
saw the house where the Wizard of Oz was
written, and the unique architecture and tiny
lots in Coronado. We were given free time
at the beautiful, historic Hotel del Coronado,
where we received an impromptu insider’s tour of the ballroom
from a lovely gentleman who had been working there for 25
years. He said he was still as charmed and excited about the
Coronado (and particularly the ballroom) as he had been 25 years
ago. Just the week before our arrival, Tony Curtis had been there
with his daughter, Jamie Lee Curtis, to join in a huge celebration
of the 50th Anniversary of Some Like it Hot, which was partially
filmed at the hotel.
After perusing the gift shops and strolling the lovely beach,
our bus tour continued on a tour of the unique homes in the area
and then back over the dramatic Coronado Bridge to San Diego.
(Reunion Highlights continued on page 4)
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New Rosters

Vito J. & Shirley Ann Altieri
1601 India St. Unit 510,
Little Italy
San Diego, CA 92101-2546
(619) 238-7119
VJSA@sbcglobal.net
Era 1962 – 1966
Status Military Unit 40th

Mel & Lydia Castillo
1344C Landfair Rd
San Diego, CA 92130
(858) 259-0392
E-mail: mel.casti@yahoo.com
Sept 1959 thru August 1962
Status: Military
Detachment 19, 31st Weather
Squadron

A lot of the email addresses we had on
record no longer work. They have been deleted from our databases and will not appear
in the roster. If you want to have a current
email address listed, you need to remember
to update us. You can even specify whether
you just want us to have the address for ARA
updates from Emily and not published in the roster or whether you want
to share it with the membership. We also have the Afterburners and
Rosters available by email instead of being mailed. Save some trees
and ARA expenses and sign up for those services. Contact Emily with
updates and requests. empo@tampabay.rr.com.

SAD NEWS (10/14/09)
Dear Friends,
We have some sad news to pass along to each of you.
Carolyn Watters called yesterday to tell us Bob died suddenly
a week ago Saturday of an apparent massive heart attack. As
most of you know, he had remained very active and usually
kept several paces ahead of the rest of us during our recent San
Diego reunion and cruise. Carolyn said he’d gone downstairs
for his normal treadmill walk in the basement, and that’s
where she found him later.
A memorial service has already been held, and Carolyn
said she is receiving wonderful assistance from her daughter
and others as she goes through this difficult time. For those
wishing to send personal condolences, her address is:
Carolyn Watters
18180 Eagle Point
Seneca, SC 29672-6929
Bob and Carolyn were stationed at Aviano from 1958-61, and
have been active members of ARA since its founding in 1987.
With our sincerest sympathy to Carolyn,

The new rosters will be mailed in November. For those
interested, the rosters will also be available by email in PDF
format. Please contact Tama at tamat74@aol.com if you wish
to get your rosters by email in the future.
When you receive your Aviano Roster, please check your
information!
Send all changes to:

Aviano Reunion Association
Emily Povey
626 East Davis Blvd
Tampa, FL 33606
Or
empo@tampabay.rr.com

E-mail Afterburner readers:

Due to there being no way for those of you receiving your
Afterburners by e-mail to know if your dues are up to date and
you want that information, please send an E-mail to:
empo@tampabay.rr.com for an update!

Regular Mail Afterburner readers:

Please check your mailing label for an update on your dues.
If it’s marked in BLUE, then your dues are due!
If any member finds a discrepancy with their dues date, please
contact me!

Roster Corrections
Change of Address
Erica Hall
20033 Bagley Drive N.
Apt. X305
Shoreline, WA 98133
Cell Phone (316) 648-2341 Please use Cell only
Home Phone (206) 659-0277
Home E-mail:
Erica_hall@comcast.net
Work E-mail: ehall2@icfi.com

Change of Address
Betsy & Alex Massie
352 Oberon Walk SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
(770) 805-4176
Change of Email
Margaret Hoit
Email: machoit1@q.com
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Correspondence
From Ben Catalina:
First of all, Thank You Mike & Linda
for hosting a wonderful Aviano Reunion 2009! The hotel, tours, transportation, food, and weather could not
have been better. We know the amount
of time and energy that goes into planning, organizing, and successfully making these events happen. You two were superb!
Thank You to all the members who supported the event! It
takes member participation in events such as this to make them
successful. We hope to see all of you again in Nashville, along
with even more members. Nudge and encourage your fellow
members and friends to join you in Nashville for what Joe &
Franca promise to be another great reunion. Joe said that not
only will we get to see Franca and Gloria do the tarantella, but
we may even get to see them high-kicking with the Rockettes!
I’ll be there on the front row with the camera!
Thank You for your confidence in electing me as your
Aviano Reunion Association President. You know how much
Lynn and I loved our assignment to Aviano Air Base. With my
Italian heritage, it was a “dream sheet” come true for me. Keeping that dream alive and sharing the fond memories of Italy with
all the ARA membership is fun and rewarding. I look forward to
our many future years with the Association.
Thank You Tama Tillman for leading this organization
admirably over the past many years. Tama poured her heart into
this organization that her Dad helped lead as one of the original
members. Her health, as well as Gary’s, are much more important than any organization, but rest assured that we will keep her
involved in the ARA, and both of them in our prayers.
Lynn and I depart on Saturday to attend our company’s
National Conference, but I wanted to get this short note emailed
to you today, as well as the attached photo of a smiling bunch of
friends having a great time. Over the next year I will be calling
on all of you to not only help spread the word of our great organization, but bring us new members. Thank You in advance for
your support.

Note from Lou Curry

The doctors let us travel back to Tampa, and we arrived on
Wed. the 7th, at 9:20 am. Our son Mark met us at the airport and
brought us home. When we opened the back door, we were greeted with balloons, streamers, posters, and flags that said “Happy
Birthday!” These had been put up by Rob, our other son. Allen
had gone into the hospital on the 22 Sept, his 77th birthday!
We were greeted with “Welcome Home, Get Well Soon, and
Happy Birthday!” Our daughter in law had food prepared for
several days and after brief conversations, they left and we sat
down to say, “Thank you, Lord, for wonderful friends, the best
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of doctors, and the kindness’ of taxi drivers, hotel employees, the
care of the hospital nurses and staff.” Even the guy who pushed
Allen’s wheel chair and our three bags in the airport, coming
home, who incidentally, was 74 years old and was from Padova,
Italy, made an extremely anxious time for us, as easy as possible.
I have never encountered kindness’ like we received.
After the doctors had originally said Allen was not a candidate for surgery because of already having had a quadruple bypass in 1990 (while in Italy), and an additional stent four years
ago, they decided that the procedures of the first five days were
not changing his condition, so the choices left were additional
stents or heart transplant. If a blood clot went down the single
functioning artery, he would have a heart attack, or if it went up
the artery, he would have a stroke. Allen said, “I have only one
choice.” So they scheduled the procedure for the next morning. Seven stents were put into the artery. One ruptured and was
bleeding. The doctors did a graft and used a special stent, that is
still being tested. It has been in the testing mode for five years
and is still being used selectively. Only a few hospitals even have
them available, and not everyone is able to accept them. Only
4000 have been used. Fortunately, we were at UCSD medical
facility, a teaching facility, and the stent worked on Allen.
He was in ICU two nights and when the doctors came in the
second day, they said they would have him moved to a regular
room. The nurse ‘walked’ him down the hallway to his new
room, got him set up and left. About 45 minutes later, the doctors
(6-7 or them) from that department came in, asked how he felt
and when he said ‘ok’, they
said “Well, would you like to
go to the motel for the weekend?” We BOTH opted for one
more night in the hospital, and
the next morning, at 11:30, just
as they were bringing lunch,
we were ready to walk out the
door. The nurses, urged him
to eat first, then go, which we
did. Monday, the doctors saw
him again, asked how he felt,
and said you can fly now! And
we did!
To each one of you, we
send our thanks for your concern, your prayers, your thoughts
and many offers of help. Just knowing you were as close as my
telephone, was reassuring and your thoughts and prayers were
comforting at a very frightening time for us. But I had that same
feeling I had in Italy when the trailer with the luggage, behind
the bus broke. I saw you guys scramble out the doors, unload the
trailer and make the necessary changes. No one had to say a thing
- you just did what had to be done. I KNEW we were in good
hands and I was not worried!
Thank you - you are the best - and God Bless You!
Al and Lou
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(Reunion Highlights continued from page 1)

The bridge was not built in a straight line,
but instead curves its way across the bay in
order to surpass the two-mile minimum for
Federal fund eligibility. Guess things never
change! Ronald Reagan was governor when
it was built, and he and Nancy made the first
“official” trip over the bridge. We then drove
around Balboa Park, The Gaslamp district and
Little Italy on the way to Seaport Village.
We were given time at Seaport Village,
a delightful collection of cute shops and restaurants on the bay. The Catalinas and Graceys found a beautiful Italian sculpture (two Murano glass birds on driftwood) and
secretly purchased it to give Linda and Mike in appreciation for
organizing this splendid event.
Lunch was at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse Restaurant, overlooking the San Diego Bay. While we were enjoying the postcard
perfect views from the restaurant, we got the news that Atlanta
was flooding—and not too far from our house! (We learned later
that we escaped damage, thank goodness.) After lunch, we drove
through the former Naval Training Center, which has been converted quite beautifully for civilian use. It is considered a model
of what can be done when bases are closed.
The day ended with a Spanish Theme Dinner in a private
dining room at the hotel. Many people wore Mexican attire and
almost everyone won a door prize, even if it was only one of the
table decorations.
On Tuesday, our bus delivered us to tour an active duty Frigate, the USS Vandergrift. We were divided into small groups and
assigned one of the personnel for tours. Our group was guided
by a young ensign (my, my, they are getting younger all the
time!) who gave a very informative and entertaining tour, including the mess for both officer and enlisted personnel, the sleeping
quarters, the command deck and communications room, and
other areas. (Lynn’s group even visited the engine room!) We
climbed more ladders between levels than we want to remember,
and most of us had sore legs and arms the next day! I think most
left feeling that they (or their spouses) had all made a really good
decision to go into the Air Force! Following the tour of the
Vandergrift, we drove around many sites on the bay, including the
USS Midway (a stationary, inactive ship and museum) and the
statue of “The Kiss” from the photo in Times Square taken at the
end of World War II.
We then headed up to Shelter Island and the Bali Hai
Restaurant, where a beautiful outdoor area had been prepared
for lunch overlooking the gorgeous north end of the San Diego
Harbor. The views were absolutely spectacular, affording the
perfect spot for a group photo.
Free time in the afternoon found
folks exploring Little Italy, Old
Town, or just relaxing. Dinner

was on our own, so Tom and I (with others!) headed to “Jack &
Giulio’s,” an Italian restaurant in Old Town. A few others took
the trolley to Little Italy and got to practice their Italian! Of
course, most everyone met back at the fantastic Hospitality Room
set up by our hosts to report on their individual adventures!
Wednesday was San Diego
Zoo day! What an amazing facility. Our passes included the bus
tour as well as the tram. Some
simply took several bus tours to
avoid a lot of walking; others did
a combination of everything. But
everyone tried to see as much of
the pandas, polar bears, koalas, other favorite animals as possible.
For lunch, we chose Alfred’s Restaurant (one of the restaurants at
the zoo), where we could sit and have lunch in the AC. Guess we
have been converted to the West Coast mentality and now think
that 85 degrees is HOT! Even with the heat, the zoo lived up to
our expectations, and it was a lovely day! We had afternoon free
time, so most of us headed to Old Town again and strolled, looking for more exciting souvenirs. We even bought some Mexican
Jumping Beans! For dinner, the group again spread out all over
town for many types of fare from Mexican to Italian.
On Thursday we headed to La Jolla, stopping at Mt. Soledad
to visit the memorial (http://www.soledadmemorial.com/) and
take photos of the incredible views overlooking all of La Jolla
and the surrounding area. It was like being on top of the world
on a clear day, and we did feel like we could see forever! Next
up was the San Diego
Aquarium (actually, the
Birch Aquarium at Scripps
Institution of Oceanography), which is located
in another prime location
peering out over the vast
Pacific Ocean. It is more
of educational facility with
helpful docents everywhere, but proved a beautiful addition to
our visit to San Diego … AND, Tom got a great T shirt on sale
for $9!! Next stop: La Jolla! Tom and I chose to go to George’s
at the Cove for lunch to enjoy their outdoor views. Who cares
what food they served?! Lynn’s group found an excellent Italian
restaurant nearby. After strolling around La Jolla, we all headed
back to the hotel to get ready for the Farewell Dinner, which was
superb! We cruised on a dinner ship around San Diego Bay in
a lovely private dining room. It was there that Ben & Lynn presented the Murano gift to Linda & Mike for their superb reunion.
A thick fog rolled in about half way through the dinner and added
an element of mystery to the evening! Dinner was delicious and
the company was delightful! It was a terrific finale to a spectacular event.
Thanks, again to Linda and Mike!
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Dear all 2009 San Diego Reunion Attendees:
We would like to thank all of you for your participation in
the 2009 San Diego Reunion. You all made it a great success.
We hope all of you took home some fond memories of your visit
to San Diego. Once again, the “ARA Family” made it another
fun reunion with good times and genuine comradery. It was
nice to see that everyone eventually made it home ok, but we
were saddened by the recent passing of Bob Watters. He will
be greatly missed, especially as he was a Charter Member of the
ARA. We hope that Al Currie and Steve Eaves are feeling better.
We look forward to seeing all of you next year in Nashville.
Thank you again for your attendance. It was our pleasure to
be your hosts at the 2009 reunion, and so nice to see all of you
again. Thank you all for the beautiful Murono Glass Birds. We
appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Sincerely,
Linda Kazarian and Michael Hansen

o

HI Linda & Mike,
I just want to thank you so very much for all the many hours
you put into the reunion. I know it’s a lot of work!
Everything you did was perfect. It will be hard to match your
reunion: -)Linda, if a few minutes (maybe an hour, really) I’m
going to mail some information to you for Merrilee - it is the
package I send to prospective members. I’m also going to be
sending this to 2 friends of Tom Horton. It would be so nice to
have all 3 of the gals join! Looking forward to seeing all of you
at the next reunion. Love to you all and your pets!
Take care,
Emily

o

Good Morning Linda and Mike: Ben beat me to it, but
we also wanted to give an extra THANK YOU to both of you
for such a successful reunion. We did so much in such a short
time and enjoyed everything we did. And, I especially enjoyed
meeting your sister - what a delight! Just like her sister Linda!
Hope you’ll be going to Nashville as we’re already planning on
it. When Ben mentioned Italy, I said, Hey Ben, we have no idea
where we’ll be in 2011, but sign us up now. I figure the best
thing to do is always make plans - gives you something to look
forward to.
Anyway, thanks again and please tell Merrilee (don’t know
the spelling) that we enjoyed meeting her too. We just love San
Diego! I’d like to go back to Filippo’s in Little Italy - it was
wonderful too!
Gloria

o
o

Hi Linda and Mike ,just wanted you guys to know that you
did a super job on the reunion ! I sure enjoyed seeing you again
and look forward to Nashville when we can all party again !! Again
thanks for all the work that you did and C U “in NASHVILLE”
George
Linda/Mike,
Margaret and I want to congratulate you both on a fabulous
reunion. From our arrival on Sunday to the final River Cruise you
filled our days with excitement, enjoyable tours, and wonderful
meals. There was never a dull moment. We both agreed that Rob
our guide was both professional and very knowledgeable and
provided us with an education on the city and its history. Thanks
again for a great job and we are looking forward to seeing you
both in Nashville!!!
Nick and Margaret

The Three Little Pigs - Italian Style

Once upon a time there were three little pigs. The straw pig,
the stick pig and the brick pig.
One day this nasty old wolf came up to the straw pig’s house
and said, “I’m gonna huff and puff and blow your house down.”
And he did !!!
So the straw pig went running over to the stick pig’s house
and said, “Please; let me in, the wolf just blew down my
house.” So the stick Pig let the straw pig in.
Just then the wolf showed up and said, “I’m gonna huff and
puff and blow your house down.” And he did !!!
So the straw pig and the stick pig went running over to the
brick pig’s house and said, “Let us in, let us in, the big bad
wolf just blew our houses down!”
So the brick pig let them in just as the wolf showed up The

wolf said, “I’m gonna huff and puff and blow
your house down.” The straw pig and the
stick pig were so scared! But the brick pig
picked up the phone and made a call.
A few minutes passed and a big, black Caddy pulls up.
Out step two massive pigs in pin striped suits and fedora hats.
These pigs come over to the wolf, grab him by the neck and
beat the living shit out of him, then one of them pulled out a
gun, stuck it in his mouth and fired, killing the wolf, then they
tied cement blocks around his feet threw his sorry ass into the
creek then they got back into their Caddy and drove off.
The straw pig and stick pig were amazed!!! “Who the hell were
those guys?” they asked.
“Those were my cousins... the Guinea Pigs”
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION MINUTES OF BUSINESS MEETING
San Diego, California • September 21, 2009

Call to Order: VP Rodger Gracey presiding.
Time: 7:30 PM, September 21, 2009
There being no corrections made to the 2007 Minutes a motion to
accept them as printed was made by Jay Maust. The motion was
seconded and unanimously carried.
Robert’s Rules of Order were not followed due to limited time.
Report by Officers:
~Tama Tillman, President as read by Rodger Gracey: “…With regret I must resign my office as President…. I will continue assisting Emily as needed… As you will notice by the bylaw changes
I have recommended, you will see the Board Assistant position I
will consider holding.
~Rodger Gracey, VP – In the 17 years I have held the position as
Vice President, this in only the 2nd time I have been in-charge of
the meeting.
~Emily Povey, Secretary/Treasurer – Send in any address changes. ARA pins, etc. for sale. Also, please sign the cards for the
registered members who were unable to attend this reunion.
~Lynn Catalina, Webmaster – Asked for someone to please take
over the job as Webmaster.
~Nick Leone, Editor – ‘Nick requested that those wishing to
receive the Afterburner by e-mail to please notify him.
Election of officers:
President: Jay Maust nominated Ben Catalina for President. Motion
was seconded by Wendall Lasher and the vote was unanimous.
Vice President: Rodger Gracey was nominated by Jay Maust,
seconded by Wendall Lasher, the motion carried.
Secretary/Treasurer: Emily Povey was nominated by Jay Maust,
seconded by Betty Farmer, the motion carried.
Editor: Nick Leone was nominated by Tom Horton, seconded by
Jay Maust, the motion carried..
Webmaster: Lynn Catalina was nominated by Jay Maust, seconded by Elaine Horton, the motion carried.
Newly elected President, Ben Catalina, immediately thanked our
past president, Tama Tillman for all of her work and efforts in
making this a first class organization. Due to all she has done, she
has truly earned a ‘life time’ membership in the Aviano Reunion
Association.
New Business:
A: The changes to the Bylaws were read.
ARTICLE V: GOVERNING BOARD
ARTICLE 2: Amended to read:
“…written correspondence, email and/or via telephone.”
Reasoning: Updating wording to recognize the use of email.
8.Amended to read: d. Board Assistant: Appointed by the President as an assistant to the Board when needed……..

ARTICLE IX: FINANCIAL POLICIES
2. Amended to read: “..and Board Assistant.”
Reasoning: To match the new name for the position.
3. Amended to read: Should a Reunion Chairman expenses for
a reunion exceed the monies collected from the attendees, the
Reunion Chairman may obtain reimbursement for those expenses
by submitting a complete accounting of the reunion expenses and
copies of receipts to the Secretary/Treasurer.
……”In the event reviewing officer is reunion chairperson submitting expenses, then an alternate officer will replace said reviewing
officer to approve reimbursements.
Reasoning: To match the current procedures concerning this issue.
4. Amended to read: “ …$300.00 for each edition,…”
5. Amended to read: “…Funds in excess of $1000.00…”
Reasoning: To allow for the increasing cost of production and
mailing of the roster.
“Emergency requests may be submitted by telephone or
email,…”
Reasoning: To allow the use of email for such purposes.
“…Board Assistant…”
Reasoning: To match the new name for the position.
ARTICLE X: MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
1. The Secretary/Treasurer……..
Amended to read: The members will receive their copy by
mail or email.
Reasoning: To allow email copies for those that request it
instead of mailing a hard copy.
B: Reunion 2010
Hosts Franca and Joe Rutter announced the reunion for 2010,
being held in Nashville, TN, will come about in November 2010.
The exact date will be announced as soon as the Grand Old Opry
Hotel opens the reservations. As soon as the host know, the membership will be notified. During November the Hotel is decorated
for the holiday.
Reunion 2011
Ben Catalina announced the Southern Italy reunion will be held
during the month of April, probably during the last week of April.
Roberto has a great plan to visit places where American tourist
usually do not go.
Reunion 2012
Lash and Norma Lasher are thinking about hosting a reunion
in Washington, DC. More information on this will follow.
C. Linda Kazarian and Mike Hansen received a beautiful gift featuring Murano Glass Birds upon a natural tree branch and many
thanks for a fantastic reunion..
Ben has asked the membership to help recruit new members.
There being no other business, Jay Maust moved to close the
meeting. Norma Lasher seconded the motion.
Adjournment: 7:30 PM
Submitted by: Emily C. Povey, Secretary/Treasurer
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2010 IN NASHVILLE

Survey Questions for ARA Reunion 2010-Nashville, TN
To assist us in planning for the Nashville reunion at the Opryland Hotel
we have developed the following questions and request your response to
make for a better reunion.
1. Do you plan to attend this reunion and if so how many will be in your
party? ____
2. We are currently planning for the reunion to occur in mid/late November so as to see the Opryland Hotel in its Christmas decor, which
is very beautiful and hopefully the Rockettes will also be performing.
We plan for a check in on Sunday evening as the crowds are less
during the week. There are many activities in Nashville and your
response will help us build an agenda for each day’s activities. What
length of stay would you prefer?
Five nights/four days ______ Four nights/three days ______
3. Some of the events/tours being considered for this reunion are listed
below. Please show your degree of interest in each of these events
by placing a 1,2,or 3 next to each event with a 1 being the highest
interest and a 3 the lowest interest(on the underlined space).
a Grand Ole Opry: ___
b Radio City Rockettes: ___
c Paddle Wheel Steamboat River Luncheon Cruise (There is
entertainment on both cruises): ___
d) Same as c) above except it is a dinner cruise with better food: ___
e Discover Nashville Tour-Enjoy this 3 1/2 hour tour of Music City
USA. Enjoy a narrated tour of Historic Downtown, Fort Nashborough,
the State Capitol, The Parthenon, Vanderbilt University and Music
Row. Your tour will also include entrance into the Ryman Auditorium
the Mother Church of Country Music, long time home of the Grand
Ole Opry and recently voted the finest concert venue in the United
States. You will also tour the Country Music Hall of Fame and
Museum. This 37 million dollar facility is a beautiful tribute to Country
Music and the artists who have made it great. End your touring day
at a Nashville Honky Tonk with live Country Music: ____
f) Jack Daniel Country Tour (7 hour): Tennessee countryside comes
alive on this tour. View the spectacular vistas of middle Tennessee
as we travel from Nashville to the Jack Daniel Distillery, the oldest
registered distillery in the United States. You’ll hear the stories and
view the whiskey making process. Step back in time when you stop
to visit the charming shops and restaurants in Lynchburg, Tenn.,
population 361. Have a bite of lunch on your own at your choice of

the friendly hometown restaurants, some of which still feature plate
lunches. (This tour may not be available during the time frame of our
reunion-This is still being investigated.)
Enjoy a visit to the Tennessee Walking Horse Museum located in
Downtown Lynchburg:___
g) Historic Tennessee Tour (5 hours): Southern Plantations, Presidential Estates, Nashville and Civil War History will all be a part of
your day. Known as the Queen of the Tennessee Plantations, Belle
Meade Plantation was the centerpiece of a 5,200-acre plantation,
world-renowned as a thoroughbred stud farm and nursery in the 19th
century. The present 30-acre site features 10 outbuildings, which
include an 1832 slave cabin and a colossal carriage house and
stables.
Your next visit will be the stately manor of Andrew Jackson, The
Hermitage. This was the home of our seventh president, and a
favorite son of Tennessee. You will view the formal gardens, visit the
slave quarters, the original 1804 cabin of the estate and the sight
where our president and his wife were laid to rest. ____
h) Civil War Battle of Franklin Tour: The Battle of Franklin was the 5
bloodiest hours of the Civil War. Your tour will take you to the Carter
House, a modest farm house that was ground zero for this historic
fight between the Union and Confederate Armies. Hear the stories of
the soldiers who fought and died in these fields, and walk amongst
the buildings still standing while bullet-riddled walls testify to the
savage nature of the conflict. You will spend time in the quaint town
of Franklin to shop, eat and view historic sites on your own. You will
begin to understand how the residents of Franklin, the Civil War town
of 750 people, emerged from their homes on the morning of December 1, 1864 to find over 9,500 casualties. You will then journey to
the Carnton Plantation, ordered to be a Confederate field hospital
by a Southern General: then offered as an eternal memorial to the
Confederate soldiers by the Mistress of the house. The McGavocks
and their two children were both victims and heroes of the war as
told in the New York Times Best Seller, “Widow of the South”. The
tour of the house and the narrative descriptions of the fateful day and
the aftermath of the war will leave an emotional impression on every
visitor to this Plantation. ____
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Future Reunions

NASHVILLE NOVEMBER 2010
2011 SOUTHERN ITALY TBD
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