
President’s Message
Thank You Emily!  After 14+ years of volunteer service to our Asso-
ciation as Secretary/Treasurer, Emily has decided to “retire” to spend 
more time with the grandkids, the kids…and Bill.  She has given so 
much to our organization and her dedication and attention to detail 
is very much appreciated.  When the announcement was made at 
our business meeting in Italy, our membership provided a unanimous 
endorsement of the Board’s decision to provide her with a lifetime 
membership in the ARA.  Thank you very much, Emily!

Welcome Our New Secretary/Treasurer!  Sally Eaves stepped 
up and volunteered to become our new Secretary/Treasurer.  Her 
nomination was endorsed and approved by a unanimous vote of the 
membership at the Italy meeting.  Sally will take over at the beginning 
of the new fiscal year in January, 2012.  Her mailing address and con-
tact info is already on the inside front cover of the new ARA Directory 
that all of you should have received by now.

Photos!  Thousands…yes, thousands of photos were taken by the 
attendees during our reunion in Italy.  If you would like to share your 
best with our membership, please load them onto an album on a free 
website such as www.picasa.com or www.shutterfly.com or any other 
site you prefer, and then send the link info to Ben.  We will then get 
your link loaded onto our Aviano Reunion site.  www.avianoreunion.
com 

In This Issue…Savannah Reunion Update, Reunion Registration 
List, Italy Reunion Highlights…and more…and a few photos.  Enjoy!
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ARA Officers
Ben Catalina - President

Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Emily Povey - Secretary/Treasurer

Nick Leone - Editor
Lisa Ringler - Webmaster

Tama Tillman - Board Assistant 

FUTURE REUNIONS
2012 Savannah, GA - Hosts: Tom & Elaine Horton

September 30 – October 5, 2012

2013 Las Vegas, NV - Hosts: Doris Burnett with 
Nancy and George Beckwith

2014 Italy - Hosts: Zane and Margaret Hoit

Buffalo Mozzarella!  If you did not attend our reunion in Italy, you 
have no idea what fond memories are generated by just those two 
words.  Roberto and Anna pulled together another fabulous reunion.  
Sorrento, Pompeii, Amalfi, Matera, and Alberobella are just a few of 
the many cities and sights we visited.  Our first-time reunion attend-
ees were amazed that we could do and see so much in seven days, 
while enjoying so many great meals in a wide variety of restaurants.  
Thank you Tours by Roberto, and a big THANKS to all who joined us 
in Italy.  Yes, we will return in 2014!

Wounded Warrior Project!  As hosts for this year’s reunion, we 
requested that we receive no thank you gift, preferring that any dona-
tions be given to the Wounded Warrior Project.  Your gift of nearly 
$200 is very much appreciated and will be put to good use for this 
most worthwhile program.   Lynn and I thank all of you very much.

Savannah 2012!  By now you have received a couple of emails or a 
letter from Elaine with all the details of the wonderful reunion plans for 
Savannah.  As our long term members have learned over the years, 
it does not pay to procrastinate in making a decision to attend one 
of our reunions.  Elaine & Tom report that they received 72 depos-
its by the Oct. 31 deadline to qualify for the special prize drawing.  
Since that time, more deposits have arrived --- see the reservation 
list.  Savannah already promises to be another great event.  Don’t 
thinkaboutit too much longer as the event will sell out and a wait list 
may have to be created.

www.picasa.com
www.shutterfly.com
www.avianoreunion.com
www.avianoreunion.com
https://sites.google.com/site/toursbyroberto/
http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
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Lisa & Gordon Ringler
7B Northeast Drive

Universal City, TX 78148
Phone: 210-945-4067

lisaringler@sbcglobal.net
Friends of Catalina

ROSTER CORRECTIONS

WELCOME New & Returning Members

By now you should have received your 2011 membership 
roster.  Please take the time to look at your listing and 
see if any corrections, additions or deletions need to be 
made.  Send those to Sally Eaves, 8708 Independence 
Way, Arvada, CO 80005 or e-mail: saeaves@comcast.net 

or phone 303-421-2163.

David (Dave) & 
Roberta (Bobbie) Bell

805 47th Street
Vienna, WV 26105

Phone:  304-295-9049
dpbrsb@usa.net

Friends of Catalina
Roger & Rose Brown
4003 Oakhaven Street

San Antonio, TX 78217-4234
Phone: 501-814-6368

rbrown749@verizon.net, 
rosamond.brown@verizon.net

Friends of Maust
Margaret (Marge) Corcoran

2 Bartel Place
South Huntington, NY 11746-4450

Phone: 631-351-2926
mcorcora@optonline.net

Relative of Leone

Roster Corrections

DUES ARE DUE JAN 1
Aviano Reunion Association dues are on a calendar year basis.  
2012 dues are due January 1, 2012.  Please check your mailing 
label and if it shows paid thru 2011 and highlighted green, you 
need to pay them.  For those of you who receive the Afterburner 
by email, we will send a dues reminder email in late January.  
Dues are $15 per year.  To save yourself time and trouble, as 
well as postage, you may want to pay your dues for two or three 
years in advance.  Checks made payable to Aviano Reunion 
Association should be mailed to:
Sally Eaves, 8708 Independence Way, Arvada, CO 80005

Charles (Chuck) 
Patricia (Pat) Miller
7271 W. Hartford Ct

West Chester, OH 45069
Phone: 513-874-1199

patmil42@zoomtown.com
Friends of Gissing

Alan & Linda Steele
11899 Saddle Road

Ford, KS 67842
Phone: 620-369-2475
aksteele@ucom.net
Friends of Gracey

Kathleen (Kathy) Sylvester
6057 Sabal Creek Blvd
Port Orange, FL 32128
Phone: 386-763-1283
Ksylvester@cfl.rr.com
Friend of Bob Burnett

J  William (Bill) Droke  
Deborah G. (Debi) Droke   

9515 Lagersfield Cir.
Vienna, VA 22181
(703) 242-1991  

DeborahDroke@flysaa.com
Aviano Era: 75-78

Military - 2187th Comm Squadron
Ronald C. (Ron) Blackeby

Phyllis B. Blackeby
600 Highland Ave.
Palmyra, NJ 08065

856-829-8332 (home phone)
856-906-2045  (Cell)

rondevous4@aol.com
Aviano Era : 62-63

Status:  Air Police - K-9 Handler

E-mail update:
Hilda Howerton

 hilda0401@charter.net

Italy 
Reunion

2011Lucera Hotel

Matera Hotel Sorrento Hotel

mailto:saeaves%40comcast.net?subject=Roster%20Corrections
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What a wonderful week we had in Italy! Come to think of it, have we 
ever had less than that in this beautiful country?  And as always, 
Roberto Bechi and his amazing assistant Anna put together an excel-
lent itinerary for us, this time in southern Italy, visiting jewels we would 
have otherwise missed.  When is the last time anyone told you he went 
to Italy and visited a buffalo mozzarella farm, the Sassi of Matera, and 
Trullies of Alberobella?  Confused?  Then keep reading.

Our tour began in Rome where Aviano Reunion Association members 
convened for pickup at the Rome airport.  Since one flight holding 10 in 
our group was delayed, we sent one bus on to Anzio with Ben for the 
prearranged tour of the nearby World War II cemetery, while I stayed 
with the second bus holding the late arrivals and those who didn‘t mind 
missing that quick tour.  Our reward was getting to the restaurant first 
for our first taste of southern-style Italian food. Yum!

Then it was on to Hotel 
Corallo (“coral“) in Sorrento 
for four nights.  Ben and I 
first visited this gem of a city 
on the Sorrentine Peninsula 
back in 2002 when we fell 
in love with surrounding 
views of the Bay of Naples, 
Vesuvius, and Capri, not to mention the famous liqueur of this area, 
limoncello.  I‘ve never been much on liqueurs, but limoncello is the 
exception, and this area is where it all began. 

The meals prepared for us by the Corallo staff were delicious, and the 
people were most accommodating.  If only the water in the shower had 
been hotter.  Ah, travel in Europe....

Our first day in Sorrento included a city walking tour and then free 
time for shopping.  If a cold front hadn‘t blown in with wind and rain, 
we might have left more money there--but we did a pretty good job, 
anyway!  Sorrento is famous for excellent inlaid wood products: serv-
ing trays, multi-purpose tables, music boxes, and “paintings.“  Among 
the most famous is A. Gargiulo & Jannuzzi, where master craftsman 
Giuseppe Mastellone sells his work.  Magnificent! 

Next up was a bus ride back up the winding, crowded highways from 
Sorrento to the autostrada and on to the famous ruins of Pompeii.  An-

other return visit for Ben and me, but having 
a tour guide this time made a big difference.  
She included lots of history and took us to 
the most interesting sites on this huge site.  
Founded in the sixth century BC, Pompeii is 
now the second most visited archaeological 
site in the world behind the pyramids.  At 
the time of the eruption in 79 AD, this very 
advanced (if corrupt) city had a population 
of 12,000 citizens; 20,000 counting slaves.  
Ironically, all the signs we now recognize 

as possible harbingers of volcanic activity were occurring back then:  a 
disastrous earthquake about 17 years prior, a drying aqueduct, swelling 
landscapes, etc. 

In the meantime, I’ve been reading a book called Pompeii by Robert 
Harris, which is a gripping historical novel of the final two days prior 
to the eruption of Vesuvius.  It focuses on the man in charge of the 
aqueduct system which brought water to the people around the bay.  A 
great read! 

Lunch was all about cheese--mozzarella, that is--when we visited a 
buffalo mozzarella farm in Torre Lupara. The farm is self-sustaining, 
growing all of the grains needed to feed the buffalo in order to produce 
the highest quality cheese--so high that it has earned the USDA stamp 
of approval for import.  If the caprese on your menu doesn‘t say “buffalo 
mozzarella,“ the cheese is from a cow rather than a genuine water 
buffalo.  Our visit there included not only a tour of the farm and close 
encounters with the buffalo herd, but also that lunch I mentioned with 
something like seven types of mozzarella and aged pecorino…and 
extra vino! 

We couldn‘t spend time in this area without eating genuine Napolese 
pizza, so we ended our already cheesy day with an all-you-can-eat 
pizza dinner at one of the two original pizza restaurants in Italy.  The 
margherita was the best!

On our last full day in Sorrento, our reunion group took a boat cruise 
on a gorgeous crystal clear day along the Amalfi Coast.  Several 
years ago, Ben and I boarded a regular Italian bus for the drive along 
this incredibly scenic, winding road, stopping in Positano for a day of 
shopping, browsing, and lunch at a restaurant on the beach.  A few 
years later, Diane Lane lunched with her new Italian flame at this same 
restaurant in the movie Under the Tuscan Sun.

For the boat cruise, however, we began with a cruise around the south-
ern edge of Capri--not stopping, but enjoying a close encounter with the 
gorgeous villas and grottos and spotting a Club Med masted ship in the 
harbor.  Then we headed for 
the picturesque town of Amalfi, 
where we toured the lovely 
Baroque cathedral and took 
advantage of some shopping 
time.  Probably the most ex-
pensive ice cream we‘ve ever 
eaten...but so good!

On the return, the boat took us closer to Positano, which lies along 
a much steeper terrain than Amalfi, but also has a great little beach, 
which was visible from this distance.

The next morning we departed the Corallo for Matera, a town steeped 
in more history than I can recount here. In short, there are two sections 

Continued on page 4

Italy Reunion Highlights
By Lynn Catalina

http://www.worldheritagesite.org/sites/isassidimatera.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matera
http://www.worldheritagesite.org/sites/alberobello.html
http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries/cemeteries/sr.php
http://www.hotelcorallosorrento.com/en/
http://www.hotelcorallosorrento.com/en/
http://www.gargiulo-jannuzzi.it/main.htm
http://www.casadisorrento.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=63&Itemid=89
http://www.archaeology.org/interactive/pompeii/history.html
http://www.amazon.com/Pompeii-Novel-Robert-Harris/dp/0812974611#_
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_pizza
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_pizza
http://www.amalficoast.com/
http://www.positano.com/en/p/positano-3
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=under+the+tuscan+sun+movie&qpvt=under+the+tuscan+sun+movie&FORM=VDRE
http://www.sacred-destinations.com/italy/amalfi-cathedral
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Vito and Shirley Altieri
George and Nancy Beckwith 
Melvin and Sandy Black
Bob Burnett and guest 
Doris Burnett and guest
Ben and Lynn Catalina
Kaki and Rob Colvin
Marge Corcoran
Al and Lou Currie 
Bill and Dee Davis
Joe and Claire Dorris
Bill and Debi Droke
Sally Eaves  
Dick and Barbara Gaskell 
Pete and Pat Gissing 
Rodger and Betty Gracey
Mike Hansen/Linda Kazarian
Zane and Margaret Hoit 
Tom and Elaine Horton 
Phil and Hilda Howerton
Dick and LeNeille Hudgins
Faye and Victoria Ives
Pam Kelleher

Lash and Norma Lasher
Nick and Margaret Leone
Neil Lewis
Topper and Carole Long
Jay and Jane Maust
Chuck and Pat Miller
Lou and Astrid Ondrusek
John and Bernie Palmer
Bill and Emily Povey
Pete Ross
Joe and Franca Rutter
Jon Scannell
Tom and Jo Scannell
Dave and Maryellen Scherer
Alan and Linda Steele
Doug and Ann Trent
Jaime and Belinda Vazquez
Ray and Marilyn Walbridge
Bill and Gloria Walker
Carolyn Watters
Dean and Dana Wilsey
Peggy and Randy Witt

Aviano Reunion
2012 Attendees

(Italy Reunion Highlights Continued from page 3)

of this town--modern Matera and the ancient Sassi portion, which 
is basically a village of caves with stone fronts, doors, and windows.  
Construction began in the 14th century in an area close to the Appian 
Way.  At its height, the town boasted 30,000 residents, but the number 
now lies only at about 4,000.  
Interestingly, because of a 
government program aimed 
at preserving the dwellings, 
young people are settling 
the area and renovating (sort 
of) the dwellings.  Some 
old-timers remain, too, but 
have not yet bought into the 
1968 government mandate 
requiring installation of city water and sewage.  Oh, to hear our guide 
talk about that.... It was easy to understand why people in Pompeii lived 
better in AD 60 than those in Matera lived just 50 years ago.

Our hotel was the beautiful Albergo Italia, where Mel Gibson and his 
crew stayed while filming scenes for The Passion of the Christ.  The 
Sassi area has been used for other films, too, such as Christ Stopped 
at Eboli.  Photos from these and other films are on display in one of the 
dwellings recreated for tour groups.

Roberto arranged for another “special lunch” in Matera at the La Cola 
Cola Osteria – Pizzeria – Vineria.  This wonderful restaurant is built 
into the cave and consists of at least four levels.  The group we were 
with were on the lowest level, about 49 steps down and into the cave.  
Another truly great experience and fun with friends.  

If the Pompeii/Matera contrast wasn‘t enough, we visited yet another 
ancient dwelling site in Arborobella:  the Trullies.  This village of cone-
shaped dwellings was created with limestone, but without mortar; 

hence, their 
shape.  It was in-
teresting to learn 
about the town‘s 
connection to 
Spain and that it 
was not granted 
independence 
from that country 
until 1787.  The 
dwellings have 

served different purposes over the years.  Portions are still used as 
small one-room homes (a resident allowed us to tour his), but one sec-
tion serves as Bed and Breakfast rentals--and not cheap ones, either. 

En route to our final stop of this tour, we visited the Melfi Castle.  The 
site originally served as a fortress, but King Charles V gave it to Andria 
Dorea who constructed the castle on top.  (A famous ship was later 
christened with his name.). The castle is steeped in history.  In 1040, 
the Normans came here.  In 1099, Pope Urban II created the first 
crusade here.  In 1231, the constitution of Melfi was the first of such 
broad scope in the Middle Ages, granting laws for the protection of 

women, the right of fair trial, and the right to study.  In 1957, the Dorea 
family gave the castle to the state, but specifically for use as a museum.  
Incredible place. 

Our final stop was a tour of the Cantina del Notaio winery, made inter-
esting because of the village and nativity scenes created in the original 
caves of the winery.  We enjoyed a lovely light lunch of various cheeses 
and meats, with…of course…excellent wine.

The lovely 5-star Grand Hotel 
Vigna Nocelli welcomed us for 
our final reunion night and won-
derful farewell dinner.  Roberto 
and Anna had an evening flight 
to Sicily to connect with the 
next group they were leading 
and couldn’t dine with us.  So, 
we sadly bade them farewell and then enjoyed an excellent meal, with 
dance music provided.   Yes, the week ended too fast.

Cheers to Zane and Margaret Hoit for volunteering to host our 2014 
reunion in Italy.  Details in 2013, but for now, see you in Savannah!

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Matera+Italy+Caves&qpvt=Matera+Italy+Caves&FORM=IGRE#x0y141
http://www.albergoitalia.com/eng/
http://www.amazon.com/Christ-Stopped-Eboli-Story-Year/dp/0374503168
http://www.amazon.com/Christ-Stopped-Eboli-Story-Year/dp/0374503168
http://www.lacolacola.it/
http://www.lacolacola.it/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhRjoAPTRrM
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castle_of_Melfi
http://www.cantinedelnotaio.it/
http://www.grandhotelvignanocelli.com/
http://www.grandhotelvignanocelli.com/
http://savannahvisit.com/50reasons
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Let’s start with another quote from “Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil” by John Berendt:  
“We may be standoffish,” she said, “but we’re not hostile.  We’re 
famously hospitable, in fact, even by southern standards.  Sa-
vannah’s called the ‘Hostess City of the South,’ you know.  That’s 
because we’ve always been a party town.  We love company.  
We always have.  I suppose that comes from being a port city 
and having played host to people from far-away places for so 
long.  Life in Savannah was always easier than it was out on 
the plantations.  Savannah was a city of rich cotton traders, who 
lived in elegant houses within strolling distance of one another.  
Parties became a way of life, and it’s made a difference.  We’re 
not at all like the rest of Georgia.  We have a saying:  If you 
go to Atlanta, the first question people ask you is, ‘What’s your 
business?’  In Macon they ask ‘Where do you go to church?’  In 
Augusta they ask your grandmother’s maiden name.  But in Sa-
vannah the first question people ask you is ‘What would you like 
to drink?’ “    THIS TRANSLATES INTO “Y’ALL COME!”
(Point of interest:  I think my mother must have been from Au-
gusta in another life!!)

That quote leads me into the first new piece of information about 
our Savannah Reunion.  The Mulberry Inn has always offered 
complimentary tea, coffee, sweets and a piano player from 4 – 6 
each weekday evening.  They have just changed that up a bit 
and now offer what they call “Wine Down” (still with the pianist) 
each afternoon from 4 to 6.  Because of that, I may just tweak the 
times for dinner where I can so everyone can enjoy the benefits.

Speaking of The Mulberry Inn, please do go ahead and make 
your reservations as soon as possible so we can firm up our 
plans with them.  Here is the hotel information again:
The historic Mulberry Inn is offering us the great rate of $129 
per night (or upgrade to a suite for $30/day!).  Parking is $12/
day (or just join their Holiday Inn Priority Club when registering, 
and it will be FREE!).  A taxi from the airport is approximately 
$25.  Reservations may be made at the hotel by calling  
912.238.1200 and ask for the Aviano Reunion Group Rate.  
If you have any specific questions that the reservation 
desk can’t answer, just ask for Torie Braswell.  If you want 
to extend your stay (before or after the reunion dates), they will 
arrange for you to do so at the reduced rate of $149 per night (or 
$179 per night for a suite).
 
We have arranged for 10 specially designed tours, five 
included meals that will show off the best of Savannah and a 
welcoming hospitality suite for the amazing cost of $600 per 
person.  (See Separate Itinerary)
 

Aviano Reunion Association Update for Savannah, 2012
Sunday, September 30th – Friday, October 5th

Key payment due dates:
November 30, 2011: $100 per person deposit
We have 72 people who paid their deposit prior to October 31, 
2011 and will be entered into a drawing for $100 cash at the 
Welcome Reception (but they must be present to win!).
February 15, 2012: $250 per person interim payment
July 15, 2012: Balance of $250 per person due
July 15, 2012: $35 per person due for the optional 

dinner at Mrs. Wilkes
(1.)   The deposit is refundable until January 31, 2012.
(2.)   After January 31, 2012, the deposit as well as any past or 
future payments become NON-refundable, unless we are able to 
substitute another member to take your place..

A Few Rules:
Signups will be first-deposited, first served, following these rules 
SO DON’T DELAY IN MAKING YOUR DEPOSIT!

1. First priority will be to members who attended the Italy reunion 
in 2011.
2. Next priority will be given to members with longest continuous 
membership in the ARA.
3. All other members of the ARA.
 
Can a nonmember of ARA attend?  Unfortunately, no.  Atten-
dance is reserved for ARA members only.  If you have relatives or 
friends who want to attend, please have them email Emily Povey 
at Empo@tampabay.rr.com or mail to her at 626 East Davis Blvd, 
Tampa, FL  33606-3922 so they can fill out the membership form 
and pay their $15/household annual dues.  We would love to 
have them as members and as reunion attendees.
 
HOW TO REGISTER:  Send a deposit check for $100 per 
person, payable to the Aviano Reunion Association, along with 
the names for whom the deposit is being sent, and mail to the 
address below.  Also, tell us if you will need a nametag.
 
Elaine and Tom Horton
QUESTIONS?  
Call Elaine at 770-333-7875 or
2722 Lansdowne Lane
Email her (preferred) at elaine@elainehorton.com

mailto:Empo%40tampabay.rr.com?subject=Savannah%20Reunion
mailto:elaine%40elainehorton.com?subject=Savannah%20Reunion
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Day 1 - Sunday, September 30th
 • Check in after 4 pm  (hotel will try to accommodate earlier
      if needed)
 • 5:00-8:00:  Welcome Buffet
Day 2 - Monday, October 1st
 • 8:30-10:00:  Trolley tour of City
 • 10:00-12:30:  Lunch on your own
 • 12:30-3:30:  Historic Homes Tour
 • 5:00-7:00:  Dinner/The Pirates House
 • 7:00-8:30:  Haunted Tour
Day 3 - Tuesday, October 2nd
 • 8:00:  Leave hotel to Low Country, SC
 • 9:30-10:30:   Parris Island Museum
 • 11:00-2:00:  Historic Beaufort and Tours of The Point 

Historic District
 • 2:00:  St. Helena’s Episcopal Church
 • 3:00-4:00:  Return to Savannah
 • 4:00-5:00:  ARA Business Meeting
 • 6:00-7:30:  OPTIONAL DINNER at  Mrs. Wilkes’ Dining Room

Day 4 - Wednesday, October 3rd
 • Morning on your own
 • 11:00-2:30:  River Cruise and Port Tour, catered lunch by 

Paula Deen
 • Afternoon on your own
 • 5:00-8:00:  Dinner at The Pink House
Day 5 - Thursday, October 4th:
 • 8:30-10:00:  Eighth Air Force Museum
 • 10:30-11:30:   Old Fort Jackson
 • 11:30-12:00:  Tybee Island Lighthouse
 • 12:30-2:30:  Crab Shack Restaurant (ordering on your own)
 • 5:30-8:30:  Farewell Banquet at The Mulberry Inn 
Day 6 - Friday, October 5th:
 • Checkout is by 11:00 am

Total cost of the tour:  $600 per person, to include ten tours, five 
meals, transportation, admission tickets and tips.  One optional 

meal at Mrs. Wilkes Dining Room for $35 per person.

Y’all Come

AVIANO REUNION SAVANNAH 2012 Itinerary 
September 30  -  October 5, 2012

ARA Italy Reunion Group 2011
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CALL TO ORDER: President Ben Catalina presiding - Time: 6:00 PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
There being no corrections made to the 2010 the Minutes a motion was 
made to accept them as printed.  Seconded and unanimously carried. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS
• President – Ben Catalina: Welcomed everyone to the meeting as 

well as the 2011 reunion in Italy.  He asked each person to stand and 
introduce themselves and their guests.  We had 21 members attend-
ing their first Italy reunion. 

• Vice President – Rodger Gracey : No information to report
• Secretary/Treasurer – Emily Povey asked members to please tell her 

when their name and address information changes.  Also said there 
were pins, badges and badge holders available for sale.  She also 
provided a membership Directory that each attendee was to review 
and validate.  

• Editor – Nick Leone – Encouraged the membership to transition to 
receiving the Afterburner by email.  The emailed product is in color, 
has website links, and can even be enlarged and printed as needed.

• Webmaster – Lisa Ringler – Not in attendance 

OLD BUSINESS: 
• Elaine Horton provided an update of “Reunion Savannah 2012.”  She 

has already received many deposits and “yes” responses from nearly 
70 people.  She reminded folks to not delay in mailing their deposits 
as this reunion has a maximum capacity of 80 participants.

• Ben reported that Doris Burnett and Nancy Beckwith have already 
been researching Vegas ideas for the 2013 reunion.

NEW BUSINESS:
• Emily Povey has decided to “retire” effective January 1, 2012.  

Heartfelt thanks to Emily for her many dedicated years of service to 
the organization, not only as the Secretary/Treasurer, but also as one 
of our best membership cheerleaders and public relations specialists!  
The Board nominated and approved her for a lifetime membership to 
the ARA and it was unanimously approved by the membership.

• Election of Secretary-Treasurer - Sally Eaves was nominated to be 
Secretary/Treasurer effective January 1, 2012 and accepted by ac-
climation.  There were no other changes to the Board.

• Margaret and Zane Holt volunteered to host the 2014 Reunion in 
Italy.  It was unanimously approved by the membership.

• Door prizes were won by: Bill Davis, Nick Leone, and Jay Maust.  
NOTE that additional door prizes that were to be given at this 
meeting were delayed until the night of the final banquet.  We are 
reporting in these minutes that those additional door prizes were won 
by Ursula Dominguez, George Beckwith, and George Hughes.  The 
special $200 gift certificate to be applied to the Reunion Savannah 
2012 was won by Belinda Vazquez.

Adjournment: There being no further business the meeting adjourned
 at 6:30 p.m. Submitted by: Emily C. Povey, Secretary/Treasurer

SUMMARY FOR THE SAVANNAH REUNION
September 30 – October 5, 2012

What is included in the Reunion?
• 10 specially designed tours, with entrance fees and
  transportation included
 -  Trolley tour of the city
 -  Historic Homes Tour
 -  Haunted House Tour
 -  Low country South Carolina/Beaufort
 -  Parris Island Museum
 -  Historic Homes Tour in Beaufort
 -  St. Helena’s Episcopal Church in Beaufort
 -  River Cruise and Port Tour
 -  Eighth Air Force Museum
 -  Old Fort Jackson
 -  Tybee Island Light House
• 5 included meals
 -  Welcome Buffet in The Mulberry Inn Courtyard
 -  Dinner at The Pirate’s House
 -  Catered lunch by Paula Deen
 -  Dinner in the ballroom at the historic Pink House
 -  Farewell Banquet at The Mulberry Inn banquet room
-  OPTIONAL dinner at (and transportation to/from)

   Mrs. Wilkes’ Boarding House
-  Free time for lunch at Savannah’s City Market
-  Free time for lunch in historic Downtown Beaufort
-  Free time for wandering on River Street
-  Free time for lunch at The Crab Shack on Tybee Island
-  Greatly discounted rooms at the historic Mulberry Inn  
    located in the heart of the historic district of Savannah
-  “Wine Down” time from 4 – 6 on weekdays at The Mulberry Inn
-  A pianist each weekday afternoon in the lobby
-  Well stocked Hospitality Suite opening to the Courtyard
-  Free parking across the street from the hotel (just sign up for
   the Priority Club for Holiday Inn)
-  The ability to pay in stages… never feel the pain!!
-  A few surprises…. Still working on those! 
- A GREAT TIME!

What is not included?
-Transportation to/from Savannah and the hotel, 
other meals, 
and items of a personal nature are not included.
- A BAD TIME!! ☺
SUCH A DEAL!  Y’ALL COME!
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