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ARA North to Alaska 2019! The reunion cruise 
departure is just around the corner, and we can’t wait 
to see all of you!  Everyone is paid in full and hopefully 
have booked flights and pre- or post-cruise hotels by 
now. Your hosts, Doris & Marshall covered various 
recommendations for pre- & post-activities, as well 
as shore excursions in previous Afterburners. They 
have their final article in this issue with a few more 
reminders. To check on previous articles about the 
reunion, go to www.avianoreunion.com and click on 
the Newsletter tab at the top of the page. For cruise 
information, first check the Princess Cruises website at 
the link in their article. If you need further cruise help, 
contact Susan Pretkus-Combs, at 949-709-0098 or  
scombs@dreamvacations.com.

Italy Reunion 2020!  As of our publication date, we 
already have 47 names on the Italy reunion registration 
list.  Joe & Franca have included a slightly modified 
itinerary in this issue, and have included many website 
links to the sites we will visit on our reunion.  It’s going 
to be another wonderful trip to Italy, but especially 
to the Friuli region!  Peggy added the latest reunion 
registration list of names.  IF you are one of the 
members who are still thinking about it, now is time to 
take action and get your deposit check and Registration 
form to Peggy. Regardless of which priority you may 
fall under, pay your deposit now, and the second 
payment in November.  If for any reason you can’t go, 
you can always cancel and get a full refund as long 
as you cancel before the March 15 payment deadline.  
The Registration form is in this Afterburner and also 

on our ARA website: www.avianoreunion.com We will 
have a follow-on cruise out of Venice.  Details will 
be emailed to each registrant later and will be in the 
November Afterburner.

Italy Reunion Signup Priority! As a reminder, since 
it has become so difficult to gain permission to tour 
Aviano Air Base, and because of the smaller group (60 
people) that this reunion will be able to accommodate, 
we are modifying our signup priority for attendance.  As 
in the past, First Priority for signup will be given to 
all members who attend the current 2019 reunion. The 
Second Priority will be given to members who were 
previously assigned to Aviano Air Base and have been 
members for at least two years, and also to members 
who have hosted one or more or our annual reunions, 
regardless of location. Third Priority will be given to 
any member of the ARA who has been a member for at 
least two years, but giving preference to the members 
with the longest continuous membership. NOTE that on 
September 30, all names on the list will be prioritized 
per the above. Starting November 1, the balance of any 
remaining spaces will go to any member who submits 
their deposit check, as long as they are a valid member 
with at least two years of active membership. 

In this Issue...Member News, 2019 Alaska Cruise 
Reunion Info, Attendee List, 2020 Italy Reunion 
Itinerary...and more. www.avianoreunion.com
    Ben
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Elaine Horton - Editor
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FUTURE REUNIONS

2019 – Alaska Cruise – September 21-25, 2019
Hosts:  Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop

2020 - Italy, September/October Timeframe
Hosts:  Joe & Franca Rutter and Randy & Peggy Witt
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New Address:
Kenneth and Susan 
Palmer
8985 Clement Circle
Terrell, NC 28682
Tel: 951-452-5381

Phone Changes:
George & Gwen Hughes
George Cell:  850-819-0597
Gwen Cell:  850-630-3575

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163

Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Roster Changes/Corrections

WELCOME
New Members

* Please make the above additions/corrections to your 2019 Directory:

David and Cathy Rainwater
27655 Gibraltar Loop
Eugene, OR 97405

Tel:   541-344-1614, (c) 210-883-5129
dlrainwater@gmail.com

Friends of Ben and Lynn Catalina

Randy Muecke
7000 Peachtree Dunwoody Rd, NE

Lake Ridge 400, Bldg 2
Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Tel: 770-828-0000     
USAF Veteran, Dentist, 72-74

CORRESPONDENCE:

When we went to press for the May issue, we thought George Hughes was out of the hospital and moved into 
their renovated home. George decided to stay in the hospital longer!  He is finally out and recuperating from 
some difficult surgeries.  He and Gwen were moving into their renovated home…really…as we go to press for 
this issue. NOTE their cell phone changes above.  

Thanks to Dan Swacina who was able to track down information on long time member Garland Privett. 
Unfortunately, Garland passed away last year. Our condolences go out to his family in Williamson, Georgia 
and elsewhere.

We were saddened to receive word that several other members have passed away this past quarter.

Louis “Big Lou” Ondrusek passed in May from an 
apparent heart attack while mowing his lawn at his 
home in New Brighton, Pennsylvania. He and his 
brother had owned and operated several grocery 
stores in the area. Lou was an Army paratrooper with 
both the 82nd and 8th Airborne in Germany.  He met 
his wife, Astrid who survives him, while stationed in 
Germany and they had been married for 56 years. 
They thoroughly enjoyed attending multiple Aviano 
Reunions.
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How HOT Is It? – It’s Time for Alaska!

Marshall and I are looking forward to seeing all of you on the Golden Princess on September 21. I am sure 
all of you who are experiencing hot weather will enjoy the cooler weather of Vancouver and Ketchikan.  
We wanted to provide a few last-minute reminders for this trip to help with a smooth sailing. 

Make Sure your passports do not expire for six months after your scheduled return to the USA…
or are valid for at least March 31, 2020.

Please find your lanyards and nametags from the last ARA reunion and bring with you. IF this is 
your first ARA reunion attendance, please notify Ben Catalina and a complimentary lanyard & nametag 
will be provided. If you have lost your lanyard and nametag, please notify Ben and bring $5 to the ship. 

What Should you Wear on the Ship and in Ketchikan?
Alaska cruises tend to be more casual than a typical cruise. Men tend to wear jeans or khakis during the 
day: ladies also. Khakis or dressier slacks are preferred in the dining rooms in the evenings. No need 
for a coat and tie on this cruise. Nothing formal. Below is a video link that gives you a great overview of 
our ship, the Golden Princess. Note the dining options. If you plan to try one of the specialty restaurants, 
dressier is the recommendation. The two specialty restaurants are Sabatini’s and the Crown Grill. They 
have a special fee (about $30 pp), if you choose to dine there. Currently we are confirmed as a group for 
5 pm dinner in the main dining room.
https://www.princess.com/ships-and-experience/ships/np-golden-princess/

(Correspondence. Continued from page 2)

With this issue we also bid a sad farewell to Jim 
Dohr, husband of Jill, who attended a few of our 
more recent reunions. The Dohrs came to us by 
way of George Hefner, Jill’s brother, and many 
of us have enjoyed getting to know this lovely 
couple.  Jill actually accompanied George on 
our last Italy reunion after his sweet wife Diane 
had died.  We send our sincere condolences 
to Jill and are so glad to see that she is joining 
George for our Alaska reunion.

Joe Dorris, good friends and neighbors of Joe 
and Franca Rutter, passed away on July 16 after 
a long struggle with cancer.  He and his wife 
Claire were ARA members and attended several 
reunions with us including the one in Modena, 
Italy.  Joe, before retiring, was the head of the 
Futaba Corporation in the United States.  He 
was a great fan of Indy racing and sponsored a 
car there for several years. 



Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 32 Number 3 Aviano Reunion Association •  www.AvianoReunion.com  4

As to the weather, think “unpredictable.” Prepare to dress in layers. While on the ship you won’t have 
a problem anywhere since you will be inside most of the time. But for Ketchikan the weather can be in 
the 60s or could be raining.  You might want to bring a disposable poncho, the $5 kind they sell at Wal-
Mart or Academy Sports. Take some dry shoes for the day in Ketchikan, meaning not the typical sports 
shoes we all tend to wear nowadays.

What does our fare include?
• Food and many beverages
• Entertainment, opportunities & lectures
• $25 pp on board credit for Early Bird Registrations (for ARA members only)
• Bottle of wine per stateroom
• $50 stateroom onboard credit for retired, active duty and military veterans (only if you submitted the 

needed information to Princess Cruise Line) 
• Aviano Reunion Cocktail Party (Date and Time TBD)
       
Marshall and I arrive in Vancouver on Thursday September 19 and are staying at the Four Seasons.  
Hope to see you there if that is your hotel choice too.

This Afterburner has the latest updated 
list of attendees. Once we see you at the 
Four Seasons, we will give you a handout 
with names of all attendees and their cabin 
number. If you are not at our hotel, we will 
deliver the handout to your cabin on the first 
day.

Remember that except for Ketchikan, no bus 
to catch and no “be on time or we will leave 
you.” The inside joke is that on a land reunion 
if you are on time, you are really late, and the 
bus will leave without you!!! 

Doris & Marshall

Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bolen, Paul & Donna

Brown, MariAnna & Fred
Burnett, Doris; Bishop, Marshall

Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Clements, Tina; Davis, Dee

Eaves, Sally Ann
Gracey, Rodger & Betty

Hefner, George; Dohr, Jill
Horton, Elaine

Kazarian, Linda and Hansen, Mike
Laurnen, Edwin, Judy & Leslie

Laurnen, Mark & Kathleen
Rutter, Joe & Franca

Scherer, David & Maryellen
Shelton, Bill & Patty Prentice

Witt, Randy & Peggy

2019 Alaskan Cruise Reunion Registrants

(As Of:  August 15, 2019)

(ALASKA: 2019, 2019, 2019. Continued from page 3)
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AVIANO Reunion 2020 Itinerary
SEP 9 – Arrival and pick up at Venice Marco Polo Airport ( https://www.veniceairport.it/en/ ) late morning. 
Transfer to Sacile, our home for seven nights at the Hotel Due Leoni (https://www.hoteldueleoni.it/en/). 
Afternoon welcome cocktail at the hotel followed by dinner at a local restaurant (“one minute” walk from 
hotel).  D

SEP 10 - Tour of Aquileia ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aquileia ) and Palmanova, ( https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Palmanova ) both UNESCO World Heritage Sites. Depart at 9am. In Aquileia, which served as 
a strategic frontier fortress for North-East Italy, we will see the most well-preserved Roman Christian 
Basilica containing beautiful mosaics and notable Roman ruins. Lunch will be in Aquileia, followed by 
a visit to Palmanova with military fortifications built for the defense of Venice in the 15th -17th century. 
We will also visit the Palmanova museum of WW1. Return to the hotel with Business meeting at 5pm. 
Dinner in Sacile.  B-L-D  

SEP 11 – Tour of Trieste ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trieste ). Depart Sacile at 9am. Walking tour of 
Trieste starts at 10:30am. Trieste was the main north-east port of Italy with a multi-ethnic population 
who left behind beautiful architecture and cultural diversity. Lunch in Trieste with more touring after 
lunch.  Return to the hotel around 4:00pm with dinner in Sacile:  B – L – D

SEP 12 — Aviano Air Base Tour ( https://www.aviano.af.mil ) Home of the 31st Fighter Wing, flying 
F-16s. Lunch probably at the base. More detail on this tour will be available later. Lunch and dinner on 
your own.  B

SEP 13 — Depart at 9am for Villa Maser in Asolo,( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asolo) a perfect example 
of a Palladian villa. After the visit of the villa and its winery a light lunch paired with locals wines will be 
enjoyed. After lunch we will visit Marostica, ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marostica ) once a Venetian 
city which preserves it Venetian architecture. There we will enjoy a great spectacle which takes place 
only every two years with reserved seats. It is a living chess game in the main square, played by human 
“pieces”, armed and marked in black and white, dictated by old rules of the “noble art”. Light dinner in 
Marostica and return to Sacile. B L D

SEP 14 — Depart for Vicenza ( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vicenza ) at 9am. Walking tour of the city, 
one of the most elegant in north-east Italy, with many palaces designed by Andrea Palladio, of which 
great examples are the Basilica and Palazzo Chiericati.  Lunch in a local restaurant, followed by some 
shopping time. Return to Sacile around 4pm. Dinner in Sacile.  B L D

SEP 15 – Depart at 9am for San Daniele del Friuli (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Daniele_del_
Friuli).  There we will visit the famous prosciutto “San Daniele” which is produced there and will be 
hosted by a local producer, who, after showing us the techniques of prosciutto production, will offer us 
a nice lunch based on his products. After lunch we will continue to the medieval castle of Valvasone, 
where we will meet with a local group who besides showing us the beautiful castle will show us typical 
dancing and music and treat us to an exclusive organ concert in the cathedral. Return to Sacile to 
celebrate our farewell dinner which will be located in the nearby Villa Luppis.  B L D 

SEP 16 – Group departure for the Venice Airport. Time depending on flight schedules.  B
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Peggy and Randy Witt
Ben and Lynn Catalina
Mark and Mary Clayton

Doris Burnett and Marshall Bishop
Paul and Donna Bolen

Rodger and Betty Gracey
Jaime and Belinda Vazquez

George Hefner and Edwin Arnold
Zane and Margaret Hoit
Joe and Franca Rutter

George and Nancy Beckwith
Daniel and Kathleen Swacina

Fred and Mari Anna Brown

Elaine Horton
Michael Hansen and Linda Kazarian
Leslie Freeman & Sherry Walbridge

Ray & Sandra Walbridge
Faye & Victoria Ives

Tom and Carol Futrell
Ken and Kaye Fryman

James and Barbara Gaskell
Sally Ann Eaves

Kathleen Clemensen
David and Catherine Rainwater

George and Gwen Hughes

2009 Aviano Reunion San Diego.
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Now how did some of our Italy attendees end up in Egypt in 2011?

2011 Aviano Reunion Amalfi Coast
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION
Italy Reunion • September 9-16, 2020

NAME (Exactly as on Passport) ______________________________________________________
PASSPORT NUMBER ______________________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE* _______________________________________________________________
SPOUSE / GUEST (Exactly as on Passport______________________________________________
PASSPORT NUMBER_______________________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE* _______________________________________________________________
HOME PHONE _______________________ CELL PHONE ________________________________
EMAIL __________________________________________________________________________
CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS (IF different from ARA Directory) ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED BED CONFIGURATION (Twin or Queen) ___________________________________
LIST ANY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS __________________________________________________
LIST ANY SERIOUS ALLERGIES _____________________________________________________

* Passports MUST be valid for at least six months after expected return to USA.
NOTE: Due to the terrain and lack of ADA-type touring considerations and facilities, members who 
require a wheelchair or walker will not be able to attend this reunion. 

Reunion Package Price:  1,525 euros per person based on double occupancy.  (Single supplement 
is 250 euros additional.)  Price is based on a minimum of 40 attendees.  Maximum of 60 attendees.

A deposit of $400 per person by check is due now.  (No credit or debit cards.)  Once the deposit 
is made, future payments will be as follows:

Nov. 15, 2019 $500 per person due
Mar. 15, 2020** $500 per person due
Jun. 15, 2020 Balance due, including single supplement if applicable

The balance due on June 15 will be computed using the projected September 2020 euro exchange 
rate and will be applied to the total per person price.  **NOTE that there will be no refunds after March 
15, 2020 unless we have another member(s) to take your place. 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR DEPOSIT CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ARA Margaret Witt

MAIL THIS COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:

Margaret Witt
8876 Darby Dan Lane

Germantown, TN  38138


