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From The President

This is the last issue of the Afterburner you will receive 
prior to the San Diego reunion.  If you have any ques-
tions concerning the reunion or cruise, please contact 

our hosts as listed in the masthead.
 At this reunion, there will be a business meeting.  Includ-
ed in the meeting will be the election of the ARA Board.  We 
have all been serving for many, many years and would not be 
offended if someone would like to run for office.  So please, 
if you are in the least bit interested in working on the Board, 
please contact Emily or myself, Tama.
 You will find in the correspondence a note from Ray 
Walbridge about their cancellation of their plans to attend this 
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year’s reunion.  Marilyn has suffered an accident and is still 
recuperating.
 And then there is the sad loss of Dottie Erhart, one of our 
most loyal members.  Hopefully, Lew will be able to follow 
through on his plans to attend the reunion anyway.
 The end of September is the cutoff date for this year’s 
roster.  I ask you again to contact Emily or myself if there are 
any changes to your listing.  We would also like to eliminate 
as much printing and mailing as possible, so those that would 
like an Excel spreadsheet of the membership instead of the 
printed roster, please contact me at tamat74@aol.com and I 
will send you the file instead of the roster.  Let’s keep it green.
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Harriet Fairchild
1687 Silverwood Drive
Tallahassee, FL 32301-6783
Joanne Harnit
Email: joanneharnit@yahoo.com
Neil & Nancy Lewis
138 Maple Grove Terrace
Peachtree City, GA 30269-6638
Phone: 770-632-3559
Jay & Jane Maust
Email: janemaust@yahoo.com

From Lew Erhart (6/18) – Dottie 
passed away Tues, June 9.  She was 
making a good recovery from her bro-
ken leg and arm, but found a lump on 
her chest 3 months ago and it checked 
out as melanoma.  I was keeping her 
comfortable with morphine patches and 
morphine drops for the last month.  She 
will be cremated and her ashes spread at 

the Lake.  No services are planned.  With regard to the reunion, I 
plan on making it and I am sure Tayler will want to go.

From Jean Ives (6/28) – Unfortunately we will not be attending 
San Diego as we will be going to Sweden.  Had three places to go 
at the same time – hopefully 2010……Kip really loved life and 
was so much fun.  I will never forget Italy – having dinner with 
Italian friends and everyone speaking Italian except for Faye and 
Kip.  Suddenly we noticed Kip moving his hands around and was 
not stopping – just moving them around and finally Faye asked 
him Kip what are you doing???  He said – Oh I’m speaking Ital-
ian…He was always making a joke of situations…tell everyone 
Hello for us.

From Jim Allen Jr (7/6) – As a dependent of Aviano while my 
father was stationed there, I enjoyed my three years there and I 
hope to return with my wife after I retire in a few years.  I believe 
she as we all do, will find Aviano fresh and beautiful.  Although I 
expect that there have been many changes that have taken place 
over these many years, it will still be a homecoming of sorts.

From Lela Braum (July) – My husband, Loren, died this last 
June so I haven’t paid my dues.  We did go to one of the reunions 
but I am sure I won’t be going to any more.

From Harriett Fairchild (July) – I have so many wonderful 
memories of the reunions together, and I would dearly love to see 
all again, - but it would be so difficult emotionally without Earl.  I 
can only be grateful for the opportunity he afforded me to enjoy 
your company and camaraderie plus your warm acceptance of me 
into the “Aviano Club.”

From Ray Walbridge (7/14) – Sorry to report that the Walbridge’s 
will not be able to attend the reunion after all.  We were looking for-
ward to it, BUT, Marilyn was transferring to her wheelchair in the 
bathroom (May 7th), fell and BROKE BOTH LEGS!!  Suffice it to 
say this has cut out our traveling for the foreseeable future.  Hope-
fully she will be back on her feet in the next few weeks but will be 
too weak to do any long haul traveling.  Hope all have a great time 
which I know they will.  Keep Marilyn in your prayers please.

CorrespondenCe

Roster Corrections

  Dorothy “Dottie” Erhart passed away on June 9th.  
She and her husband Lew have been members since the begin-
ning of ARA and have attended many of the reunions, even 
when it was physically difficult.  They were stationed at Aviano 
AFB from 1957 to 1961.  She is going to be sorely missed by 
all that knew her.
  We also heard about the death of Lorne Braun.  He 
and his wife Lela have been members since the beginning of 
ARA as well and have attended at least one of the reunions.  
Their time at Aviano was 1961 to 1964.  Our sympathy goes 
out to Lorne’s family.  Lela has decided to discontinue mem-
bership since she does not plan to attend any further reunions.
  George Hughes’s mom  passed recently away at the age 
of 94. George was very close to her and they frequently went on 
cruises together. We are sure that she will be sadly missed.

Sad News

  If you attended an ARA reunion anytime between 2005 
and 2008, you should have received a nametag and lanyard.  You 
should bring them with you to the current reunion for use since 
we decided to have permanent nametags.  We recommend that 
you locate your nametag NOW and place it in the carryon bag you 
plan to use so that it won’t be forgotten.
  For those that are attending the reunion for the first time 
or the first time since before 2005, a name tag and lanyard will be 
given to you at the reunion for your use at no charge.  For those 
that have gotten a name tag at prior reunions and cannot locate 
them to bring, there is a $5 charge for replacement.  If you just 
need the card insert itself but still have the holder and lanyard, 
there will be no fee.  
  If you do need a nametag or lanyard or just the insert, 
please contact Emily Povey at empo@tampabay.rr.com so that 
she can bring them for you to the reunion.  Or you can contact 
Mike Hansen at hansen.michael@att.net or Linda Kazarian at 
lindakaz@att.net.   Please do so as soon as possible.

ARA NAMETAGS FOR THE REUNION
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The 2009 San Diego Aviano Association Reunion is rapidly ap-
proaching commencing on Sunday, September 20, 2009 through 
Thursday, September 24, 2009.  There are still rooms available 
at the beautiful Hacienda Hotel in Old Town San Diego.  Thanks 
to all of you who have already made your hotel reservations and 
have sent in your deposit checks.
NOTE:   TO THOSE GOING ON THE MEXICAN RIVI-
ERA CRUISE, BUT NOT ATTENDING THE REUNION, OR 
THOSE WHO CANNOT ATTEND ALL REUNION EVENTS, 
AND WOULD STILL CARE TO ATTEND SOME:  
 For those only going on the Mexican Riviera Cruise, and 
plan to be in San Diego on the Thursday, September 24, 2009, 
before sailing, you are most welcome to join us for the farewell 
dinner and Harbor Cruise on September 24, 2009.  The all inclu-
sive price is $79.00 per person.  Please notify Linda and Michael, 
as soon as possible, if this is something you would like to do.
 Also, if you are unable to attend all of the reunion events, 
but are able to attend some, please let Linda and Michael know, 
as soon as possible, which events you would like to attend, as this 
can be arranged.

Hotel Reservations

To take advantage of the ARA room rates, you must make your 
Hacienda Hotel reservation by August 20, 2009, by calling 800-
888-1991 or 619-298-4707.  Their E-Mail Address is:  www.
haciendahotel-oldtown.com <blockedhttp://www.haciendahotel-
oldtown.com/> .  Be sure to tell them you are part of the “Aviano 
Reunion Association” to get our room rates in our block of 
assigned rooms.  Best times to call are Monday through Friday, 
7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., San Diego time.  
 Your travel plans should be made with a planned arrival on 
Sunday, September 20, 2009.  Hotel check-in-time is 3:00 p.m., 
with a departure time of 12:00 p.m. on Friday, September 25, 
2009.  The rate is $139.00 for single or double occupancy.  Each 
additional guest in a room is $10.00.  Current tax is 10.5%.  The 
Hacienda Hotel will add a $5.00 Resort Fee, per night, to each 
guest’s daily room rate.  (Taxes and surcharges are subject to 
change).   Reservations made after August 20, 2009, will be 
subject to availability.  Parking at the Hacienda Hotel is $12.00 
per car, per night.  Breakfast for our group will be $11.00 PER 
PERSON, PER DAY, inclusive of tax and gratuity.  Breakfast 
coupons will be secured at check-in.  In the event a guest who has 
reserved a room within the Aviano Reunion Association block 
checks out, prior to the guest’s reserved check-out date, the Ha-
cienda Hotel will add a $75.00 early departure fee to the guest’s 
individual account.  Guests wishing to avoid the fees should 
advise the hotel at or before check-in of any changes in planned 
length of stay.  

UPDATE TO THE SAN DIEGO AVIANO ASSOCIATION REUNION
September 20 Through September 24, 2009

 The hotel is located in the heart of San Diego’s “Old Town” 
area, which has a lot of Spanish and Mediterranean charm.  The 
hotel is located on a hill that overlooks San Diego’s Old Town 
area with views of Point Loma to the west.  The hotel is con-
veniently located within walking distance to many restaurants, 
shopping, and transportation.  The Hacienda Hotel is located just 
minutes from the airport and provides free shuttle transportation 
to and from the hotel.  

Fun and interesting tours have been planned, including a city tour 
of San Diego, Hotel Del Coronado on Coronado Island, a tour 
of an operating Navy Ship in the San Diego Bay, the San Diego 
Zoo, and shopping and sightseeing in La Jolla, a dinner cruise, 
etc.  See details of tours below.

LIST OF CURRENT ATTENDEES
1.   Jay R. Maust & Jane M. Maust
2.   Ben Catalina & Lynn Catalina
3.   Carolyn F. Watters & Bob Watters
4.   Bill Walker & Gloria I. Walker
5.   Melvin Black & Sandy Black
6.   Sally Ann Eaves & Stephen D. Eaves
7.   Al Currie & Lou Currie
8.   William Davis, Sr. & Delores Davis
9.   Betty Farmer & Al Richardson
10.  Michael Hansen, Linda Kazarian &
       Merrilee Kazarian
11.  Joseph G. Rutter & Franca Rutter
12.  Wendall Lasher & Norma Lasher
13.  Alan Steele & Linda Steele
14.  Rodger Gracey & Betty Gracey
15.  Bill Povey & Emily Povey
16.  Elaine Horton & Tom Horton
17.  Gary L. Tillman & Tama L. Tillman
18.  George Hughes
19.  Doris M. Burnett
20.  Margaret M. Corcoran & Michael T. Corcoran
21.  Dorothy M. Erhart & Lewis Erhart
22.  Nicholas Leone & Margaret Leone
23.  Raymond Walbridge & Marilyn Walbridge
24.  Philip Howerton & Hilda Howerton
25.  Mel & Lydia Castillo
26.  Milena Walderhaug
27.  Zane & Margaret Hoit
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INITIAL DEPOSIT:

The reunion activities cover a big part of the San Diego area and 
are described below.  Please make your initial deposit checks of 
$300.00 per person, or $600.00 per couple, payable to Michael 
Hansen or Linda Kazarian.  Final payment will be determined 60 
days before the reunion.  Please mail your checks to:

Michael Hansen & Linda Kazarian
9151 Vista Entrada
Lakeside, CA 92040-5815.
If you have any questions, please call Linda or Michael at 
619-561-8025; or 
E-Mail at: lindakaz@att.net or Hansen.michael@att.net.

Please provide the following information with your check:

Name(s): ____________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

Phone No. __________________ e-mail: __________________

ITINERARY

Monday, September 21, 2009
City Tour of San Diego, Harbor-side Luncheon.  
The city tour of San Diego includes travel on a comfortable air 
conditioned coach with a stop at Coronado Island, and a tour 
through the Hotel Del Coronado, est. in 1888, Balboa Park, The 
Gaslamp District, and a stop at Seaport Village, with free time on 
your own to browse the many unique shops, followed by a deli-
cious buffet luncheon at Tom Ham’s Lighthouse on the beautiful 
San Diego Bay.
Evening:  Monday, September 21, 2009:
Spanish theme dinner at the Hacienda Hotel and business meet-
ing - 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  (A no host bar is available).  Wear 
your Spanish theme attire (optional), as this dinner will be casual. 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009:
Active Navy Ship tour and barbecue at the Bali Hai Restaurant.
Tour an active U.S. Navy Ship at 32nd Street Naval Station, fol-
lowed by a harbor side barbecue luncheon at the famous Bali Hai 
restaurant located on Shelter Island.  (Million dollar view).  
Wednesday, September 23, 2009:
San Diego Zoo tour includes a narrated bus tour on a double 
Decker bus, and a gondola aerial sky tram.  Lunch is on your 
own.
PLEASE NOTE:  The optional tour, to the Guadalupe Wineries 
in Mexico, has been cancelled due to lack of interest:   
Thursday, September 24, 2009  -  La Jolla Tour:

The La Jolla tour includes a spectacular 360 degree view of 
San Diego at 900 feet above sea level, at Veteran’s Park, Mount 
Soledad, plus a visit to the Stephen Birch Aquarium, one of the 
nicest aquariums in the U.S., with another magnificent view of 
the Pacific Ocean.  Lunch will be on your own in La Jolla Vil-
lage.  There are several restaurants to choose from with ocean 
views.  You will also have time on your own for shopping in the 
village and/or strolling along the ocean, on easy walking paved 
sidewalks, with magnificent views.   
Evening, Thursday, September 24, 2009:
Farewell San Diego Harbor Dinner Cruise  -  departs at 6:00 p.m. 
and returns at 10:30 p.m.  Sit-down dinner (dressy casual attire), 
includes a duo entrée of chicken and steak.  (A no host bar is 
available).  Enjoy music and dancing after dinner, or stroll the top 
deck under the stars.

  

INITIAL DEPOSIT:

The initial deposit of $300.00 covers a portion of the following:  
Welcome reception, bus tours, some lunches, guides, and two 
dinners, etc.  $100.00 is non-refundable.  Deposit is due im-
mediately so transportation and facilities can be reserved.  Final 
adjusted payment will be due sixty days prior to the reunion.  The 
amount will be determined by the number of participants and will 
be from $50.00 to $200.00 per person.  There will be no refunds 
thirty days prior to the reunion.  Checks should be made pay-
able to Mike Hansen and/or Linda Kazarian, and mail to them as 
mentioned above.  

PLEASE NOTE:
1. The group may be divided into smaller groups for the tours, so 

let us know if you have someone you want to tour with, or if 
your have any special needs.

2.  Lynn and Ben Catalina are coordinating a cruise to the Mexi-
can Riviera following the reunion, with a departure slated for 
Friday, September 25, 2009, out of San Diego. 

We are excited about this reunion, in San Diego (“America’s Fin-
est City”) this year, and look forward to seeing all of you there.  
Thank you for your participation in the 2009 San Diego Aviano 
Reunion Association. A map of Old Town is illustrated on the 
next page. The Hacienda Hotel is located below and left of “Old 
Town Map”
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San Diego Old Town

o
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RIVIERA CRUISERS
Ben & Lynn Catalina

George Hughes
Carol Davis & Jean Kunz

Gene & Jean Ives
Bill & Dee Davis

Bill & Emily Povey
Lew & Dottie Erhart
Joe & Franca Rutter

Tayler Bailey
Mark Rutter

Betty Farmer & Al Richardson
Lisa Sills & Deborah Park

Jim & Nelda Hall
Bob & Carolyn Waters
George & Diane Hefner
Jim & Imogene Willis
Zane & Margaret Hoit
Tom & Elaine Horton

Is your name missing from the above list?  
Contact Ben & Lynn Catalina.

We’re on the final countdown!  The reunion and cruise are just 
around the corner.  We certainly are happy that we were able to 
get the lower revised cruise prices for everyone.  Most of you 
saved about $200 per person.  That will buy a lot of vino!  Here 
are some last minute cruise reminders.

A.  Find that passport and bring it!  Everyone needs a 
passport to cruise.
B.  Complete your pre-boarding information on-
line at the Royal Caribbean 
website:www.rccl.com 
C.  Print your “SetSail Pass” from 
the website and bring it with your 
passport.
D.  Get ready for a fun time!

If you would like to join us, please 
contact Ben or Lynn Catalina at 888-522-7447 or email them at 
Bcatalina@satx.rr.com.

SAN DIEGO
REUNION CRUISE

CRUISE THE MEXICAN
RIVIERA- UPDATE

4 chicken breast halves without skin -- boneless

2 tablespoons olive oil

1/4 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon dried oregano -- divided

1 cup pizza sauce

1/2 teaspoon dried basil

4 French rolls -- halved and toasted

1 small zucchini -- shredded

1/4 cup shredded Mozzarella cheese

1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
 
Brush each piece of chicken with olive oil; sprinkle 
with salt and 1/4 teaspoon oregano.
 

Cook chicken in a grilling skillet or lightly greased 
nonstick skillet over medium-high heat about 4 min-
utes on each side or until done. Set chicken aside.
 
Combine pizza sauce, basil, and remaining 1/4 
teaspoon oregano in skillet; cook over medium-high 
heat until thoroughly heated.
 
Remove from heat; add chicken, and keep warm.
 
Place rolls on a baking sheet; spread sauce evenly on 
bottom half of each
Roll; top evenly with chicken, zucchini, and cheeses.
 
Broil 3 inches from heat (with electric oven door 
partially open) 2 to 3 minutes or until cheese melts. 
Cover with tops of rolls. Yield: 4 servings.

Italian Chicken-Mozzerella Melt



Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 22 Number 3 Aviano Reunion Association  7

Creamy
Fettuccine
with Shrimp 
and Bacon

Ingredients
  1  pound  uncooked fettuccine
  2  bacon slices (uncooked)
  1  pound  large shrimp, peeled and deveined
  1  garlic clove, minced
  1 1/2  cups  frozen green peas, thawed
  1  cup  shredded carrot
  2  cups  2% reduced-fat milk
  2  tablespoons  all-purpose flour
  1/2  teaspoon  salt
  1/2  teaspoon  freshly ground black pepper
  1  cup  (4 ounces) grated Parmesan cheese
  1/2  cup  chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley, divided

Preparation
Cook pasta according to package directions, omitting salt 
and fat. Drain well; keep warm.

Cook bacon in a large nonstick skillet over medium-high 
heat 6 minutes or until crisp. Remove bacon from the pan, 
reserving 1 tablespoon drippings in pan. Crumble bacon; 
set aside.

Add shrimp and garlic to pan; sauté over medium-high 
heat 2 minutes. Add peas and carrot; cook 2 minutes or just 
until shrimp are done. Transfer shrimp mixture to a large 
bowl; keep warm.

Combine milk, flour, salt, and pepper, stirring with a 
whisk. Add milk mixture to pan; cook over medium heat 3 
minutes or until thickened and bubbly, stirring constantly 
with a whisk. Remove pan from heat; add cheese, stirring 
until blended. Add milk mixture to shrimp mixture; stir 
until combined. 

Add pasta and 1/4 cup parsley, tossing gently to coat. 
Transfer pasta mixture to a platter, or divide evenly among 
each of 8 plates; sprinkle evenly with remaining 1/4 cup 
parsley and crumbled bacon. Serve immediately.

Why Italian Grandfathers 
pass their handguns 

down through the family
An old Italian Mafia Don is dying. He calls his grandson 

to his bedside. “ Elio, I wanna you lissina me. I wanna 

you to take-a my chrome plated .38 revolver so you will 

always remember me.”

“But grandpa, I really don’t like guns. How about you 

leave me your Rolex watch instead?”

“You lissina me, boy. Somma day you gonna be runna 

DA business, you gonna have a beautiful wife, lotsa 

money, a big-a home and maybe a couple of bambi-

nos“.

“Somma day you gonna come-a 

home and maybe finda you wife inna 

bed with another man.

“Whatta you gonna do then? Pointa 

to you watch and say, ‘Time’s Up’?”

A Catholic Heart Attack
A man suffered a serious heart attack and had open heart 
bypass surgery.  He awakened from the surgery to find 
himself in the care of nuns at a Catholic Hospital. As he 
was recovering, a nun asked him questions regarding how 
he was going to pay for his treatment. She asked, ‘Do you 
have health insurance?’ 
 He replied in a raspy voice, ‘No health insurance.’ 
The nun asked, ‘Do you have money in the bank?’ 
He replied, ‘No money in the bank.’ 
The nun asked, ‘Do you have a relative who could help 
you?’ 
He said, ‘I only have a spinster sister, who is a nun.’ 

The nun became agitated and an-
nounced loudly, ‘Nuns are not 
spinsters! Nuns are married 
to God.’  
The patient replied, ‘Send the 
bill to my brother-in-law”
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