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North to Alaska --- Reunion 2019!  Final 
Payment is coming up soon for our cruise reunion.  
In fact, since we are considered a large group, it’s 
preferable that we all make our final payment a few 
days early, preferably by July 1.  You can actually 
contact Susan now to authorize her to make your 
payment on that date.  That’s what I did.  If you 
haven’t yet made your flight arrangements, now 
is the time to start doing that.  You can actually 
do it on the Princess website if you like.  Princess 
prices are very competitive.  But if you need help 
in deciding when to arrive Vancouver and when to 
depart after the cruise, please contact our cruise 
and travel expert Susan before purchasing flights.  

Doris & Marshall covered various recommendations 
for pre & post activities, as well as shore excursions 
in the last and previous Afterburners.  If you haven’t 
made up your minds yet, don’t delay the decisions 
much longer as many activities will sell out.  As I 
mentioned earlier, Lynn & I are taking advantage 
of the 3-night package that includes a stay at the 
Empress Hotel on Victoria Island.  Check the past 
three issues of the Afterburner for more details 
of various options.  Go to www.avianoreunion.
com and click on the Newsletter tab at the top 
of the page.  Contact Susan Pretkus-Combs, at 
949-709-0098 or  scombs@dreamvacations.com.  
Limited space is still available on the ship but don’t 
delay any longer.
  
Italy Reunion 2020!   Mark your calendars for 
September 9-16, 2020.  That’s the dates for our 
Italy reunion.  The reunion team of Rutter, Witt, and 
Roberto have a “near final” itinerary for our Italy 
reunion.  The itinerary concentrates on the area 

we used to call home, the Friuli-Venezia Giulia 
region of northeast Italy, the region surrounding 
Aviano Air Base.

Italy Reunion Signup Priority!  Since it has 
become so difficult to gain permission to tour 
Aviano Air Base, and because of the smaller 
group (60 people) that this reunion will be able 
to accommodate, we are modifying our signup 
priority for attendance.  As in the past, First 
Priority for signup will be given to all members 
who attend the current 2019 reunion.  But the 
Second priority will be given to members who 
were previously assigned to Aviano Air Base and 
have been members for at least two years, and 
also to members who have hosted one or more of 
our annual reunions, regardless of location.  Third 
Priority will be given to any member of the ARA 
who has been a member for at least two years, but 
giving preference to the members with the longest 
continuous membership.  Regardless of which 
priority you belong, we highly recommend you 
send in your deposit check AND Registration Form 
now.  We usually have a wait list for our reunions, 
but each list has cleared in each of the past 20 
years.  More details in the reunion announcement 
in this issue.

In this Issue...Member News, 2019 Alaska Cruise 
Reunion Info, Attendee List, 2020 Italy Reunion 
announcement...and more.  www.avianoreunion.
com

Ben
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New Address:
George and Gwen Hughes
1181 E. River Road
Wewahitchka, FL 32465
Cell Phone:  850-630-3575

Carolyn Watters
3000 Celebration Blvd, Apt 2127
Suwanee, GA 30024
Phone 770-629-3827 

Change Of Email:
Stephen (Cove) Kovaleski:  
skovaleski1@optimum.net

Dave Palmer:  davesolopalmer@gmail.com

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163

Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Directory Changes/Corrections

WELCOME
New Members

After fighting the insurance companies, 
George and Gwen Hughes moved.  Their 
new address is above.  But George ended up 
having a quad bypass operation and was in the 
hospital several weeks.  They are now resting 
comfortably at their new residence.  We have 
been in contact with them over the past weeks.  
George is as spry and funny as ever and Gwen 
is relieved!  Feel free to give him a call at their 
new cell number above.

CORRESPONDENCE:

ARA Officers
Ben Catalina - President

Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer

Elaine Horton - Editor
Lynn Catalina - Webmaster

FUTURE REUNIONS

2019 – Alaska Cruise – September 21-25, 2019
Hosts:  Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop

2020 – Italy, September 9-16, 2020
Hosts:  Joe & Franca Rutter and Randy & Peggy Witt

For the military veterans attending the 
Alaska cruise, did you submit the form to get 
your Princess $50 onboard credit? Detailed 
information and the form were in the February 
Afterburner.

Please make the following additions/corrections 
to your September 2018 Directory:

New Members:

Kathleen Clemensen
2908 Castle Bar Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89134
Telephone:  Cell – 702-561-4217
E-Mail:  kclemensen1945@gmail.com
Status:  Friend of Marshall Bishop and Doris 
Burnett.Kathleen is retired from the Department 
of Energy

Bill & Emily Povey have moved to a 
retirement center.  Their daughter Leah has 
provided an address for anyone desiring to send 
correspondence or cards or letters.  Please 
address as follows:

Bill & Emily Povey
c/o Leah Turner
12546 Fort King Road
Dade City, FL  33525
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Our long-time member and dear friend Tom Horton died 
at Kennestone Hospital in Atlanta.  After what can only 
be described as a horrible series of events, both he and 
Elaine were hospitalized with complications from routine 
medical procedures the week of February 6th.  While 
some of you may have followed the twists and turns of 
this saga on Facebook, the short version was that his 
colon was perforated during a colonoscopy to treat some 
minor bleeding.  The complications became too severe 
and after two long hospitalizations, he passed away on 
March 20, 2019.  Elaine, with the assistance of their twin 
girls, held a “perfectly Tom” funeral with laughter, tears, 
and – of course – MUCH STORYTELLING.  

A moving internment was held at the Georgia National Cemetery where he was laid to rest.  
It’s hard to imagine what reunions will be like without his stories, love, and laughter.  Elaine is 
committed to continuing with the ARA events they both so much enjoyed.  She plans to attend 
the ARA Alaska reunion and looks forward to seeing all her friends again. 

IN MEMORY

NOTES:

We have not been able to reach Garland Privett.  His roster was returned to us as 
“undeliverable.”  Texts and emails do not go through and his phone has been disconnected.  
He was a member of the 7227th-Base Supply & Material Office at Aviano from 1955 to 
1959.  If anyone has an update on Garland, please let Sally know. 
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Hello All You Happy Cruisers,  

We have talked about many activities available for the 2019 Alaskan Reunion Cruise in past articles. 
We have provided snippets on Vancouver’s historic and social activities, the excitement and beauty 
of Victoria, to the excursions available out of Ketchikan.  Notwithstanding all that there is to do off the 
ship, there is an amazing variety of entertainment aboard our cruise ship.  These activities range from 
shipboard tours to Broadway shows, magic shows, and production numbers by renowned producers 
such as Stephan Schwartz.  Included in these activities are shows in the Princess theater, the Piazza, 
nightclubs, and dancing to talented piano players and bands, not to mention the music spun by talented 
DJs in the onboard night club.  Also, new to me, is a stargazing program, “Stargazing with Discovery 
at Sea”, that allows you to relax on deck, at night and view the stars.  Sometimes a picture is worth a 
thousand words, so rather than waxing on eloquently, or not as the case may be, we thought we would 
share this video from Princess to provide an overview of what you might experience onboard.  Not 
everything is included on every cruise, but we will have lots of choices of things to do and enjoy with 
our ARA family.  Simply click on the link below and sit back and enjoy.

https://www.princess.com/ships-and-experience/onboard-experience/entertainment/

Many of you are part of the Princess past cruiser family but ALL of you are members of the ARA 
“famiglia.”  Our Alaska cruise reunion is a perfect time to spend time with your ARA family and enjoy 
all that Princess offers on our ship.  2019 is the 50th anniversary of Princess ships sailing Alaska.  
We were surprised to find that Princess has lots of Italian connections, even in the name of the first 
Princess ship to sail Alaska.  For a hint, click on this special link and enjoy the short video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34l0dKfL2NE

And if you want to experience more of Alaska, remember 
that Susan has access to getting you booked on our ship 
7-days earlier.  You can explore more of this beautiful 
part of our USA and still join us on the reunion cruise.

Looking forward to seeing you in September!

Doris & Marshall

Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bishop, Marshall & Doris Burnett

Bolen, Paul & Donna
Brown, Fred & Mari Anna

Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Clayton, Mark & Mary
Clements, Bob & Tina

Currie, Al & Lou

Davis, Dee
Dorris, Joe & Claire
Eaves, Sally Ann

Gracey, Rodger & Betty
Hansen, Michael & Linda Kazarian

Hefner, George
Horton, Elaine

Hughes, George & Gwen

Laurnen, Edwin, Judy & Leslie
Laurnen, Mark & Kathleen
Paulissen, David & Cherie

Rutter, Joe & Franca
Scherer, David & Maryellen
Shelton, Bill & Patty Prentice

Witt, Randy & Peggy

2019 Alaskan Cruise Reunion Registrants
(As Of:  May 10, 2019)
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(2020 Reunion in Italy.. Continued on page 6)

2020 REUNION IN ITALY
“The ARA Returns Home” September 9 - 16, 2020

The team of Joe & Franca Rutter, working with our Italian friend Roberto of Tours by Roberto, have 
developed a wonderful itinerary for our 2020 Reunion. Since Aviano was where most of us called home 
for a few years, we have titled this reunion “The ARA Returns Home.”

The following itinerary is considered “near final” with a few 
more details to be worked out. As you know from attending 
any of our past Italy reunions, Roberto sometimes makes 
changes and tweaks the itinerary as needed to take advantage 
of different venues being made available or sometimes even 
changes a restaurant or tour to make our experience even 
better. If there are any significant changes, they will be 
reflected in future itinerary updates in the Afterburner.

Randy & Peggy Witt are also valuable partners in this 2020 
team. Randy is responsible for already getting our base visit 

approved by the Wing Commander. While approved, if there is a Wing CC change between now and 
our scheduled visit date, Randy may have to get the visit RE-approved. We do not expect a problem but 
Aviano AB is now a very active base supporting the missions in Afghanistan and Iraq and other areas. We 
will remain flexible, as we did on our last visit in 2008, which we pulled off without a visible hitch.

Peggy is the Treasurer for this event and will handle 
the registration forms and the deposit and other 
payment checks from all who want to attend. The 
Registration Form is included in this Afterburner.  If 
you think you want to attend this reunion, we 
highly recommend you send in your deposit 
check with the registration form NOW!  Even 
if you don’t fall in Priority One or Two, get your 
deposit paid now since all deposits will also be 
prioritized by the date of your initial deposit check.

The price of our 2020 reunion is 1525 euros per person, which is only 100 euros more than our 2017 
price.  The single supplement is 250 euros. The reunion price will include group pickup at the Venice 
airport or the designated airport hotel on Sept. 9, lodging for seven nights, all tours, all entry fees, tour 
guides, 17 meals, wine with each dinner and some lunches, gratuities, and group transportation back to 
Venice airport or designated airport hotel or Venice Cruise Port on the morning of Sept. 16.

As our 2017 Italy reunion reminded us, due to the terrain and lack of ADA-type touring considerations and 
facilities, members who require a wheelchair or walker will not be able to attend this reunion. 
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(2020 Reunion in Italy. Continued from page 5)

Our reunion itinerary as of May 10, 2019 follows.
Sep 9 - Arrival and pick up at Venice Marco Polo Airport, probably late morning.  (At a later date we will 
provide flight recommendations and Venice area hotel recommendations for those desiring to stay after 
the reunion.) - Transfer to Sacile and our home for seven nights, “Hotel Due Leoni” - Afternoon welcome 
cocktail at the hotel followed by dinner at a local restaurant (1-minute walk from the hotel) D

Sep 10 - Tour of Aquileia and Palmanova. We depart at 09:00 am for our first destination, Aquileia, where 
we will see the most well-preserved Roman Christian Basilica containing most beautiful mosaics, as well 
as notable Roman ruins. Lunch will be in Aquileia, followed by a visit to Palmanova, a perfect example of 
military architecture combined with the urban development of the late sixteenth century. Also we will visit 
the Palmanova museum of The First World War. Return to the hotel around 4:00 pm.  Business Meeting 
at 5 pm.  Dinner in Sacile.  B, L, D

Sep 11 - Tour of Trieste.  Departure at 09:00 am. The walking tour of Trieste starts at 10:30 am. Trieste 
was the main north-east port of Italy with a multi-ethnic population, who left beautiful architecture and 
cultural diversity. Lunch in Trieste. After more touring after lunch, return to the hotel around 4:00 pm. 
Dinner in Sacile.  B, L, D

Sep 12 - Visit the base in Aviano. Lunch in Aviano, probably at the base.  Afternoon on your own to stay 
in Aviano or return to the hotel.  Dinner on your own.  B

Sep 13 - Departure at 09:00 AM for Villa Maser in Asolo, a perfect example of a Palladian villa. After our 
visit of the villa and its winery we will have a light lunch paired with local wines. After lunch we will continue 
to Marostica, once a Venetian city, which preserves the Venetian architecture and where a wonderful 
spectacle takes place only every two years and we will have reserved seats.  It is a living chess game in 
the main square, played by human “pieces”, armed and marked in white or black, dictated by the old rules 
of the “noble art”.  Light dinner in Marostica and return to Sacile.  B, L, D

Sep 14 - Departure at 09:00 AM for Vicenza. Walking tour of the city, one of the most elegant in the 
north-east part of Italy, with many of its palaces designed by Andrea Palladio, of which great examples 
are the Basilica and Palazzo Chiericati.  Lunch in a local restaurant in Vicenza, followed by time for some 
shopping.  Return to Sacile around 4 PM. Dinner in Sacile.  B, L, D

Sep 15 - Departure at 09:00 AM for San Daniele del Friuli. We will visit where the famous prosciutto “San 
Daniele” is produced, hosted by a local producer, who, after showing us the techniques of prosciutto-
making, will offer us a nice lunch based on his products. After lunch we will continue to the medieval castle 
of Valvasone, where we will meet with a local group who, besides showing us the beautiful castle in the 
medieval village, will show us typical dancing and music and treat us to an exclusive organ concert in the 
cathedral. Return to Sacile to freshen up, because this is our last night and we have to celebrate. The 
farewell dinner will be located in the nearby Villa Luppis.  B, L, D

Sep 16 – Group departure for Venice.  Time depending on flight schedules. B
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Friuli Primer
By Lynn Catalina

The following article was printed in one of the formerly called “Bikini” newsletters of the Aviano AB Officer’s Wives 
Club back in the early 60s…before the name was gratefully changed to “The Grapevine”!  In its original form, the 
article was quite lengthy and hit several sites in the Friuli.  Included below is a brief excerpt that provides some 
history of the region.  The author is unknown.

Friuli Venezia Giulia
(The Region in which We Live)

Perhaps the remoteness of FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA has led it 
to the discovery that within its provinces of Udine and Gorizia it 
has reminders of every general physical and historical attraction 
that can be found in the land.  As Italy’s northeastern-most territory 
bordering on both Austria and Yugoslavia, it is more removed from 
the entire country than most parts of the Italian peninsula.  This is 
one of the reasons that “this region in which we live” has recently 
received legislation which will make it an autonomous area.*

An ancient land with many Roman monuments, it was the scene of some of the bloodiest battles of “La Grande 
Guerra,” as Italians are wont to call World War I.  At Redipuglia where President Antonio Segni spent his first 
Victory Day in office last November 4th, rest the remains of 100,000 interred.  But history was made in this area 
long before.  The Romans were in Aquileia, Grado, Cividale, and other locales.  After them came the Longobards, 
the Partiarchels, the Venetians, and the Friulians…all leaving their mark.  The influence of the Doges and of the 
Renaissance is also found at many points.

* The London agreement of 1954 restored the city of Trieste and part of zone A to Italy, and the city became the region’s capital.  A statute 
of autonomy for the region was passed on January 31, 1963 and activated two weeks later.  The province of Pordenone was formed 
in 1968.  (Encyclopedia Britannica)  Five of Italy’s 20 regions are designated “autonomous regions” in the country’s constitution:  Valle 
d'Aosta, Trentino-Alto Adige, Friuli Venezia-Giulia, Sardegna, and Sicilia.  That basically means that the preservation of the local language 
(Friulano) and unique culture is an important facet of regional character.
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION
Italy Reunion • September 9-16, 2020

NAME (Exactly as on Passport) ______________________________________________________
PASSPORT NUMBER ______________________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE* _______________________________________________________________
SPOUSE / GUEST (Exactly as on Passport______________________________________________
PASSPORT NUMBER_______________________________________________________________
EXPIRATION DATE* _______________________________________________________________
HOME PHONE _______________________ CELL PHONE ________________________________
EMAIL __________________________________________________________________________
CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS (IF different from ARA Directory) ____________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
PREFERRED BED CONFIGURATION (Twin or Queen) ___________________________________
LIST ANY DIETARY RESTRICTIONS __________________________________________________
LIST ANY SERIOUS ALLERGIES _____________________________________________________

* Passports MUST be valid for at least six months after expected return to USA.
NOTE: Due to the terrain and lack of ADA-type touring considerations and facilities, members who 
require a wheelchair or walker will not be able to attend this reunion. 

Reunion Package Price:  1,525 euros per person based on double occupancy.  (Single supplement 
is 250 euros additional.)  Price is based on a minimum of 40 attendees.  Maximum of 60 attendees.

A deposit of $400 per person by check is due now.  (No credit or debit cards.)  Once the deposit 
is made, future payments will be as follows:

Nov. 15, 2019 $500 per person due
Mar. 15, 2020** $500 per person due
Jun. 15, 2020 Balance due, including single supplement if applicable

The balance due on June 15 will be computed using the projected September 2020 euro exchange 
rate and will be applied to the total per person price.  **NOTE that there will be no refunds after March 
15, 2020 unless we have another member(s) to take your place. 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR DEPOSIT CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ARA Margaret Witt

MAIL THIS COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:

Margaret Witt
8876 Darby Dan Lane

Germantown, TN  38138


