www.AvianoReunion.com
Volume 31, Number 4

November 2018

President’s Message
Reunion Number 29 SUCCESS! The 29th reunion
of the Aviano Reunion Association was a historical and
memorable event we all enjoyed in Washington DC! Team
Lasher and Hudgins promised us a great time and they
made it happen. Even the folks who were assigned to the
Pentagon or other areas around DC said they saw and
learned more about the history and sights than they did in
four years of living there. That’s quite a testament to our
reunion hosts. Thank you, Lash & Norma Lasher and Dick &
LeNeille Hudgins for making it all happen. And a very special
thanks to Bill McGuth who kept the Hospitality Suite open and
operational for each day. We saw smiles all week, and not
just in the Hospitality Suite! You all helped make it a fun trip
and it is much appreciated.

another trip as we never grow tired of this most beautiful area
of our world. If you want to enjoy more of Alaska, we highly
recommend the 7-night “pre-reunion” cruise that is available
to add to our reunion cruise. Questions? Contact Doris or
Marshall or our cruise & tour expert, Susan Pretkus-Combs.

Now it’s time to get serious about
North to Alaska! The attendees at the Business
Meeting conducted in DC saw the exciting presentation
presented by the highly motivated and pumped up Marshall
Bishop. He and Doris are working hard on the Alaska Cruise
Reunion and have developed an extensive article on things to
do not only in Ketchikan, but also in Vancouver and the area.
They also have some important information on hotels and
hotel/tour combinations you may want to consider. Lynn has
already whispered in my ear “WE are going to do the 3-night
hotel package that includes the famous Empress Hotel stay!”
And like a good husband of 49 years I said, “yes m’am.” We
have toured lots of Vancouver in the past and looking to doing
it again. Having been to Alaska four times, we are ready for

A Special Thanks! Gwen Hughes and Kay Fryman
donated some special gifts for our raffle that we held during
the annual business meeting. Gwen, your delicious Tupelo
Honey is always a hit and much appreciated. And Kay, your
military themed prizes always reach out and touch so many
of us. Thank you both for your kindness and donations to our
group.

ARA Officers

FUTURE REUNIONS

Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Elaine Horton - Editor
Lynn Catalina - Webmaster

2019 – Alaska Cruise – September 21-25, 2019

2019 Reunion!

Afterburner & Website Photos! Lots of photos
are in this issue showing many of the sights during our DC
reunion. A special thanks to always faithful Joe Rutter who
takes all of our personal photos at the banquet plus many
more during the week. And thanks also to Elaine and Lynn
who contributed many more. Not all are in the Afterburner but
many more, including the various group photos, can be seen
soon on our website. www.avianoreunion.com.

In this Issue...Member News, DC Reunion article, 2019
Alaska Cruise Reunion Info, Attendee List, lots of photos...
and more. www.avianoreunion.com

Ben
Hosts: Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop
2020 - TBD
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Phone: 303-421-2163

Hello, Aviano-ites! DON’T FORGET!
Dues payments are due by Jan 31!!!
The September 2018 Information and Membership
Directories were distributed at the reunion in D.C.
The rest were mailed out the week of Oct 22nd. I
would especially like to thank Nancy and George
Beckwith, Doris Burnett and Marshall Bishop for
developing the directory. They were helped by
input from Elaine Horton and Ben Catalina. If you
have not received the new directory, please let me
know.
Included with the directories was a statement of
each member’s current dues status. Those who
attended the business meeting at the reunion in
D.C. will be given a one-year extension. I have
updated those already.
Dues are $15 per
year and are due
by the applicable
Jan 31st.
We are
temporarily extending
the offer of two years
dues for $25 until Jan
31st, 2020.
You may receive this discount by paying any
number of years in advance as well. We have a
few people who already are paid up thru 2026 and
we have several members who pay for their grown
children. In 2017 we voted that anyone hosting a
future reunion would receive three years free dues.
This year we applied three years membership to
Richard Hudgins, Lash Lasher, and Bill McGuth.
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Roster Changes/Corrections
New Address:

Jack and Judy Jenkins
14021 Cypress Glen Dr.
Louisville, KY 40245
Randy and Peggy Witt
8876 Darby Dan Lane
Germantown, TN 38138
Tel: 901-236-7784
Email: BRWitt@ifoneinc.com

Change Of Email:

Tom Horton: tom@jthomashorton.com

WELCOME

New Members
Please make the following additions/corrections
to your September 2018 Directory:

New Members:
Special note:
The Lambs attended
the DC Reunion and Dennis Murphy, who
once worked for then Major Lasher, found
us on our website.
Dennis and Cheryl Murphy

1819 S. Pennsylvania St.
Denver, CO 80210-3132
Tel: 303-698-1084
Email: dmurphy@4edisp.net
Aviano 1971-1973
Headquarters Squadron, 40th Tactical Group

Judy and Henry Lamb

308 Meadow Lake Dr
Longview, TX 75604-1921
Tel: 903-297-6347
Email: jlamb8@juno.com
Sister of Richard Hudgins
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CORRESPONDENCE:
Thank You from Dean and Dana Willsey:
Thank you to the Lashers and Hudgins for
hosting a wonderful reunion in DC. It was filled
with great events every day. Even though we
moved to Virginia four years ago, we had never
been to many of the destinations. Our guide
on Friday was fantastic and we so enjoyed
that day and seeing the World War 2 and
other memorials and monuments. We realize
a lot of time and effort went into the planning
process and we are so appreciative of all that
you and all the others did! We look forward
to attending a future reunion. We’re looking
forward to seeing everyone again!
“Thanks” from David Bell: Bobbie and I
wanted to let you know how much we both
appreciate your efforts to organize and execute
a great reunion with friends. I especially
appreciate Dick Hudgins’ watchful eye,
encouragement, and attending to my physical
needs with the roll-about walker. I was relieved
when you encouraged me to bring the walker
to the bus. With my latest lumbar treatment
and upcoming knees corrections, I want to
trash the walker soon! At any rate, I hope you
realize how much this reunion meant to me as
a Vietnam era soldier seeing the real Vietnam
memorial. I had seen the traveling wall but had

not seen the actual one until now. I was also
moved by the other statues and memorials as
well. Thanks again.
From George Hefner: Greetings Aviano
Reunion Friends! Thanks again for another
wonderful ARA reunion! I know that there were
several ARA folks that did the legwork to make
the DC events a success and I thank you all.
I look forward to seeing all of you again, my
friends, and I’m already deposited for the 2019
reunion cruise. Love all around, George.
Shelly Stephens attended her first reunion
with us in DC. She sent the following thank
you to us: Thank you barely suffices to express
my appreciation and gratitude for the welcome
provided me during the D.C. reunion, 10/11 –
10/15-18. As a “new ship in the harbor,” the
acceptance and friendliness of all warmed me
heart. You’re a truly great group! I look forward
to getting to personally know you better – long
term.” Shelly Stephens
Thank you to all of you! We would not
be here without all of your support!

Online Exchange Ordering for Veterans
Military Veterans! Veterans Day was November 11 and it reminded me of a benefit that many veterans are not
aware of. Did you know that honorably discharged military veterans now have the privilege of making
online purchases through the Military Exchange Service? This new benefit was announced
in November 2017, but I didn’t discover it until I visited the Randolph Air Force Base
Exchange last week. The benefit applies to online ordering only but not
entrance into an exchange. All exchange purchases online are tax free,
and depending on what you order, there may be free shipping to your
home. A portion of all purchases at an exchange are contributed to
the morale and welfare programs of the military. Here is the link to
the exchange site with full details:

https://www.shopmyexchange.com/veterans
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ARA Reunion Cruise Vancouver to Alaska
DON’T PROCRASTINATE! While the early bird deposit is over, the great group prices
for the cruise cabins are still available. BUT remember that every veteran will receive an
onboard credit of $50 from Princess as a thank you for your service.
In previous Afterburners we have told you about our reunion cruise out of Vancouver, Canada. The following
information is provided to advise of the many things to do before, during, or after the cruise. There is lots of
flexibility in this reunion and the choices are yours. Here are some of the choices waiting for you:

1. What hotel will you stay in while in Vancouver?
Princess offers pre-cruise and post-cruise hotel stays which include the transfers between the airport
and hotel, and hotel and ship.
The 2-night hotel stays include a day trip to Vancouver Island by ferry, with a coach tour of Victoria highlights, a 2-hour tour of Butchart Gardens and some time to stroll or shop the Inner Harbor area on your own.
2. You could stay another night in Victoria
The 3-night stay includes the same as the 2-night stay, plus a one-night stay at the famous Empress Hotel
overlooking Victoria’s Inner Harbor. The pricing is the same, whether the package is ordered for pre- or postcruise. Availability is limited, and currently, the pricing is as follows, per double-occupancy stay, including
taxes and transfers pre- and post-hotel stay (please call Susan for solo, triple and quad rates):
HOTEL

1 NIGHT

2 NTS W/ TOUR

3 NTS W/EMPRESS
& TOUR

Westin Bayshore

$367.12

NA

NA

Four Seasons

$407.42

$1,032.84

$1,494.08

Fairmont
Waterfront

$533.30

$1,370.86

$1,853.70

Currently, all of our members who have added pre-cruise packages are staying at the Four Seasons
due to availability of all packages at lower cost than the Fairmont. It is located right downtown within
walking distance of just about everything.

(ARA Reunion Cruise.. Continued on page 5)
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(ARA Reunion Cruise. Continued from page 4)

3. Would you prefer to stay at a hotel at the airport?
For those who wish to stay near the airport upon landing in Vancouver, Susan can book you at an
airport hotel. She recommends the Holiday Inn Express, which includes a free hot breakfast, wi-fi and
airport shuttle. The cost is currently $152/night for a King, $156 for two Queens, plus 16% tax, at their
non-refundable rate for double occupancy. If you prefer a refundable rate, it is $7 higher for both room
types. Susan can quote solo, triple and quad occupancy as well. If staying at this hotel, you can take
the hotel shuttle back to the airport in the morning to take the Princess shuttle to the ship. Be sure to
order the Princess transfer this way through Susan. NOTE: The cost of transfers between the
airport and ship for those who arrive and/or depart on cruise embarkation/disembarkation days or
stay at the airport hotel is $29 per person each way.

4. What excursions would you like to do on the cruise?
Ketchikan is our single port of call during the cruise. It is a very exciting port and has a myriad of things
to do and see. Princess has just released excursions, and they may also be ordered soon through Shore
Excursions Group, a partner company to Dream Vacations through their website. More information on
specific excursions can be found on the Princess website but a few of the offerings are below.
In addition to just strolling along the streets of Ketchikan, the following activities are representatives of
excursions for the more adventurous:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Totem Bight State Park - Set amidst the peaceful forest, the park is home to 14 totem poles, each telling their own
story, and a replica of a 19th-century clan house, offering a look into the Tlingit and Haida Native Alaskan cultures.
Saxman Native Village - Experience the rich living culture of the Tlingits as they welcome you to their village.
Unravel totem pole mysteries, see carvers in action, shop for fine art and enter a clan house to watch Native dancers.
Alaska Rainforest Sanctuary - This 40-acre rainforest reserve is home to bald eagles, black bear, seals and a
variety of birds, a live eagle display and a master Native totem pole carver at work.
Misty Fjords National Monument - Take in the dramatic beauty of a land slowly crafted by the hands of nature.
It encompasses more than two million acres of sheer granite cliffs, 1,000-foot waterfalls, and crystalline lakes.
George Inlet Lodge - A former cannery bunkhouse built in the 1940s, this historic lodge was towed on a log raft over
70 miles to its current site on the shores of the spectacular George Inlet waterway 15 miles south of Ketchikan.
Creek Street - This historic boardwalk was a Red Light District during the Gold Rush. Now, it’s a quaint place to tour
Dolly’s House museum, view totem poles, and shop at locally owned stores and galleries.

https://www.princess.com/find/cruiseDetails.do?voyageCode=5933

5. What excursions are in Vancouver itself?
Canada’s third-largest city, Vancouver, is a cosmopolitan place with
a European feel and a personality all its own. It’s a community with a rich ethnic
mix - including the second-largest Chinatown in North America - and stunningly
beautiful parks. Vancouver has many exciting things to do as well. Among the
activities are:
(ARA Reunion Cruise.. Continued on page 6)
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(ARA Reunion Cruise. Continued from page 5)

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Stanley Park - A lush rainforest in the heart of the city, this 1,000-acre park teems with wildlife and natural beauty.
Enjoy a spectacular array of activities, including the famed Vancouver Aquarium and the majestic Totem Pole Park.
Vancouver Lookout - Take a glass elevator 430 feet in the air to the city’s famed lookout and step into the heated
observation deck for breathtaking 360-degree views of the city, mountains and your cruise ship below.
Chinatown - Experience the vibrant Asian atmosphere in Chinatown. Authentic architecture, exotic cuisine, and colorful
specialty shops make each turn down the narrow alleyways a unique adventure.
Granville Island - It is a sophisticated home to performing arts, dining, and a fabulous public market that offers a wide
array of fresh food and hand-made crafts.
Grouse Mountain - From sophisticated entertainment to unspoiled nature, Vancouver’s most visited attraction is the
pre-eminent all-in-one destination, with something for everyone. The famous Grouse Mountain Sky-ride takes you on a
one-mile journey to the Alpine Station, 3,700 feet above sea level, where you can choose from a variety of activities.
Vancouver Aquarium - Home to over 70,000 fascinating creatures including majestic beluga whales, Pacific whitesided dolphins, curious sea otters, harbor seals and Steller sea lions! Long-established as a global leader in marine
research, education and conservation, the Aquarium offers visitors an unforgettable experience through face-to-face
engagement with a wide array of amazing animals.
Gastown -The original site from which modern Vancouver evolved. The varied shops and boutiques make the area a
popular shopping district. The famous steam clock fills the air with music every 15 minutes.
Robson Street - Vancouver’s most famous shopping street set in the heart of downtown is a three-block commercial
mecca including premier fashion stores, fine dining and amenities. The street to see and be seen on!

6. Would you like to extend your vacation?

Why not extend your vacation to see more of Canada or the Western U.S.? Susan can plan a Canadian
Rockies tour pre-cruise by coach or rail; a national parks tour in either country or other cruises that get
you to Vancouver in time for the reunion – or to indulge in after it takes place. Just give her a call to
plan your trip.

Come join us for our 2019 ARA Reunion!

We look forward to completing this adventure with you. The Detailed Flyer and the Registration
Form can be found on the ARA website. Just click on www.avianoreunion.com and click on the
tab at the top of the page that says 2019 Reunion. Or contact our reunion hosts Doris Burnett and
Marshall Bishop for general questions.
To book your cruise and hotel choice, please contact our cruise consultant, Susan Pretkus-Combs
for more information. Her contact info is on the flyer and registration form on the ARA website.

2019 Alaskan Cruise Reunion Registrants
(As of November 7, 2018)

Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bishop, Marshall & Doris Burnett
Bolen, Paul & Donna
Brown, Fred & Fred Mari Anna
Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Clayton, Mark & Mary
Currie, Al & Lou
Davis, Delores “Dee”

Dorris, Joe & Claire
Eaves, Sally Ann
Farmer, Betty
Gracey, Rodger & Betty
Hansen, Michael & Linda Kazarian
Hefner, George
Horton, Tom & Elaine
Hughes, George & Gwen

Laurnen, Edwin, Judy & Leslie
Laurnen, Mark & Kathleen
Paulissen, David & Cherie
Scherer, David & Maryellen
Shelton, Bill & Patty Prentice
Witt, Randy & Peggy
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MONUMENTS, MEMORIALS, AND MUSEUMS
What a fun and informative Reunion the Hudgins/Lasher
Team planned for us! Most of us made our way to The Westin Tysons Corner on Thursday, October 11th, just in time
to join the Welcome Reception in our designated Hospitality
Suite. Many others arrived on the day before or even up to
a week earlier and stayed in the District. The Westin Tysons
Corner, located in Falls Church, Virginia, was our home and
headquarters for our 2018 Washington DC Reunion. They
were very accommodating and had lovely rooms, free parking, 15% off any meals there, AND (my favorite amenity) they
would shuttle you anyplace within three miles of the hotel for
FREE! That made it more fun for eating out in the area or
getting to or from the Metro.
The weather cooperated on our first day
of touring, Friday,
October 12th, and
gave us a glorious day
for our River Cruise

and Buffet Lunch
on the Potomac
River.

We left The Wharf in SE DC and sailed towards Alexandria,
passing water taxis, Fort
McNair and Bolling Air
Force Base. There was
a lovely buffet lunch, and
a band and dancing as
well. To top it off, we had
a flyover of vintage aircraft!
I still do not know if it was
intentional or accidental,
but I choose to think it was intentional for all of us. Nothing
like a flyover to stir the
blood!
After we returned, we
prepared for the Annual
Business

Meeting.

LOTS of door prizes were
given out and we got our
newest versions of the ARA
Directory. Thanks, Sally, Doris and Nancy!! It’s a hard job to
keep up with all of us and we appreciate all your work.

Saturday, October 13th, we experienced a truly
incredible DC attraction: The Udvar-Hazy Center, set

between the runways at Dulles Airport and a companion
facility for aircraft and spacecraft for the Air and Space
Museum in the
Smithsonian. It
is hard to put
into words just
how impressive
this facility is.
It is a massive
structure with
open, hangarlike settings with
760,000 square feet that accommodate large aircraft and
spacecraft, as well as entire collections of aviation and space
artifacts. They state their mission to be: “Commemorate,
Educate, Inspire”, and
I must say, it was truly
inspirational. We saw
the actual planes of
The Wright Brothers,
the Enola Gay, and
the space shuttle, The
Discovery, to name just
a few. You could easily
spend days there … just
seeing the IMAX style
movies (which we did not have time to do) and seeing all
the secondary exhibits. The docents were free (as was the
museum, but I hear you pay for the parking!) and provided
a valuable extra dimension to our experience. Other
descriptive comments heard: Jaw-dropping, Amazing,
Incredible, and … of course ... WOW!
Oh, and just to
make sure we
understood that
we were really
in the USofA,
we ate at the
only
eating
establishment at
the facility.
(Monuments, Memorials, and Museums. Continued on page 8)
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(Monuments, Memorials, and Museums. Continued from page 7)

Surely you can guess what it was! Yep, it was McDonalds! than impressive.
A HUGE McDonalds, but a McDonalds nonetheless.
It touches you in
ways that other
We left the airplanes and spaceships to drive 283 years places do not.
back in time to The Changing
Mount

Vernon
to tour George
Wa s h i n g t o n ’s
plantation house
and gardens. It

of the Guard
at the Tomb of
the Unknown
Soldier is a

somber, but somehow hopeful, ceremony, giving you a real
was actually a bit sense of the sacrifice of so many.
Many of us joined Lynn
chilly that day, even
when she got the guide
if we saw nary a red
to stop at the section of
leaf on the entire
the cemetery where her
trip!! We had time to walk the land or peruse the gardens
cousin was buried; he had
prior to the actual tour. There was a great piccolo-playing,
been the Commandant of
costumed soldier in the Orangerie who gave a wonderful
the Marine Corps.
performance and some interesting background. In “real life”,
he was a retired
Following the Cemetery
Army musician,
Tour, we made our way to
and we were
the
nearby
Air
Force
Memorial.
It is designed to resemble
really impressed
a combination of the Missing Man Maneuver and the Bomb
with his wealth
Burst Maneuver. It is even more impressive when seen from
of
historical
the Pentagon area against a clear, blue sky. It is overlooking
knowledge. The
the Washington Monument. The photo of the airplane as it
biggest surprise
was landing at Reagan
for anyone who
had visited the Plantation many years ago was the new Airport is to show
“authentic” colors in the interior rooms. They are BRIGHT how high the plane
and BOLD, not like so SHOULD have been
much that we usually flying when it aimed
see replicated from into the Pentagon.
that era. Again, the We went from there
docents were very to the historic town
Alexandria,
helpful in putting it all of
in perspective.
Sunday

morning,
October 14th, was
a “free” morning. Many went to nearby churches, while others
went to see friends in the area, fit in one more tour, OR just
took the morning off! Our tour bus departed at noon for
the Arlington National Cemetery Tram Tour. I do not
care how many times you have been to Arlington, or what you
did when you were there (a tour, a funeral, a wedding (?!), or
just a quiet day overlooking Washington, DC, it is never less

Virginia to have dinner at
Gadsby’s Tavern in Old
Town. This venue was gorgeous,

plus the waiters and waitresses
(all in costume) were responsive
and friendly… not always easy to
do with such a large group! I think
they probably have done that

(Monuments, Memorials, and Museums. Continued on page 9)
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(Monuments, Memorials, and Museums. Continued from page 8)

before, right??? It is known as the most historic restaurant in
the United States and has served people since 1770, including
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. We were in good
company!

monuments:
The World War II Memorial,
the Lincoln Memorial, the
Vietnam Memorial, the
Korean War Memorial and
the Roosevelt Memorial.
They were all SO well
done and SO impressive.
It is impossible to choose
a “favorite”. In fact, I had
been gone from DC for
so long that I did not even
realize that Roosevelt had
a Memorial… and it was
absolutely incredible.

At 9:00 AM on Monday,
October 15th, we loaded
up the bus for our Grande
Finale:
Monuments
and
Memorials
in
Washington, DC.
We
drove past The White House,
the US Capital, the FBI, the
Supreme Court Building, the
Archives Building and many
others. The real goal was to be
able to visit many of the major

past experiences, so it is
impossible for me to describe
how
impressive
each
memorial was…. You simply
must go and feel it yourself.
Thank you, Hudgins/Lasher
Team for arranging our tour of
these amazing monuments.
Lunch was another fun
experience. We were bussed
to the nearby Reagan Building
where we were directed to their
fantastic Food Court! You want
Greek? It is there! You want
Italian? It is there! Anything else?
It is there! Great lunch break.
And, in conclusion, we present
… The Final Banquet!! We
had a beautiful buffet dinner that
was absolutely delicious and we
danced the night away with the
fantastic Dale Jarrett Trio! Of
course, they knew how to play La Bomba so that Jaime Vasquez
could perform for us.
One outstanding feature
was Randy, a wonderful
professional dance host
who got any lady who
was willing to dance up
and on their feet! That
was a great addition and
a really good idea to keep
people dancing…and get
the men on the dance
floor! Salute to all! See
you at the next Reunion!!
(more details to follow!).
Grazie, again, to Dick and
LeNeille Hudgins as well

I had never seen the Memorials
for Viet Nam or Korea in person,
and both of those were very
poignant.
Each monument holds a special
meaning for each individual
person and touches their
hearts in combination with their

as Lash and Norma Lasher, our
hosts with the most of everything….
Ci rivideamo a Alaska!! Ciao!
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Tom & Elaine Horton

Astrid & Lou Ondrusek

Gary & Ivana Strong

Dick & LeNeille Hudgins

Ray & Sandra Walbridge

Dick & Barbara Gaskell

Henry & Judy Lamb

Faye & Victoria Ives

Kay & Ken Fryman

Jack & Judy Jenkins

Sally Eaves

Belinda & Jaime Vazquez

Jay & Jane Maust

10

Paul & Donna Bolen

Lash & Norma Lasher

Randy & Peggy Witt

Shelly Stephens
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Tom & Carol Futrell

Zane & Margaret Hoit

George & Gwen Hughes

Dick & Carol Smith

Bill McGuth & Lashers

George Titus

Linda Kazarian & Mike Hansen

Doris Burnett & Marshall Bishop

Hudgins Family

Nick & Margaret Leone

Brothers, Jaime & Jose Vazquez

Dana & Dean Willsey

Mark & Mary Clayton

Franca & Joe Rutter

Ben & Lynn Catalina
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Ben, Sally & George

Betty & Rodger Gracey

Strongs, Bishop & Burnett

Reunion Hosts—Hudgins and Lashers

Frymans and Futrells
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Aviano 50s & 60s

Aviano 70s & 80s

Aviano Friends
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