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  Branson Reunion 2015!  Belinda just returned from her 
second trip to Branson, this time with Jaime.  They scouted 
around more shows, hotels, and dining options and now 
have the dates and plans for our next reunion, and... it all 
looks great!  See the separate article, itinerary, and registra-
tion form in this issue and mark your calendars.  Lynn & I 
are already deposited!  Get yours in soon and you will be 
eligible for the special $200 door prize for early registrants.  
DEADLINE for door prize eligibility is Oct. 31, 2014.
Don’t delay!

New Membership Directory!  Thanks to Sally for revising 
our directory and mailing to all paid members in August.  
See her directory update note on page two.  If your ad-
dress, email, phone number, etc. have changed, please 
provide the new info to Sally so she can issue a change in 
the next Afterburner.

Mini-Reunion in Colorado!  George & Diane Hefner 
were superb hosts for a special mini-reunion held at their 
home overlooking the mountains on June 1.  There were 
18 people in attendance, including some we had not seen 
since Aviano days in 1975.  More about this elsewhere in 
this issue.  Thanks, Hefners, for hosting this fun event.   It 
was great to see that Aviano folks are always fun to be with, 
even after an absence of 39 years!

Honorary Member!  I made a mistake in our April ARA 
meeting minutes!  I forgot to report that we awarded an ARA 
Honorary Membership on Roberto Bechi for his consistent 
dedication to making our Italy reunions extra special and 
memorable.  Not only does he do this so well, but he also 
provides us with knowledge immersion trips loaded with fun 
and fellowship, as well as vino, pasta, prosciutto, parmi-
giano, and other delicacies.  The April 2014 reunion marked 
the fifth time Roberto has hosted us and he is already mak-
ing plans for 2017!

Photos!  In the last issue we told you that our 66 attendees 
took approximately 25,000 photos on the trip!  IF you load 
your 2014 reunion photos to a website, please send the link 
to Ben and we’ll pass that info to our membership by way 
of our website.  If you haven’t visited our website in a while, 
go check it out.  Lots of photos from past reunions all the 
way back to 2005.  www.avianoreunion.com   And if you 
have some photos from past reunions loaded on a website, 
please let Ben know.

Thanks!  A special thank you to all who sent emails, cards, 
and even phone calls, but especially for the prayers as I 
recuperated from prostate cancer surgery, which happened 
on July 1.  I’m still a work in progress as I have 40 treat-
ments of radiation that will start in November.  Nurse Lynn 
is hanging in there with me, thank goodness!

In this Issue...Member News, Membership Roster Update, 
Branson Itinerary & Registration Form, Colorado Mini-
Reunion, and More Photos....  

www.avianoreunion.com
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163 ARA August/September

 Roster Changes and Corrections

We received very sad news in July with the passing of dear 
Gloria Walker.  The smiling, little ball of energy Italian princess 
is now dancing the tarantella in heaven, and probably leading 
a conga line too, while look-
ing down and grinning at all of 
us.  She told us for about 10 
years that “this will probably 
be our last attendance at an 
ARA reunion as I’m getting too 
old.”  We are so happy that we 
proved her wrong and she and 
Bill attended the next ten so 
she could spread her cheer 
and set an example for all of 
us.  Our prayers have been 
with Bill, son David and his 
family.  Thank you all for letting 
Gloria be a part of our lives.  
We look forward to seeing Bill 
in Branson.

The 2014 Aviano Reunion Association 
Information and Membership Roster was 
mailed out in August.  If you have NOT  

received one, please let Sally Eaves know.  
2015 dues ($15) will be due Jan 31, 2015.

Mark and Mary Margaret Clayton
41 Greens Shade • San Antonio, TX 78216

phone: 210-422-2743
 E-Mail: MarkClayton1956@Yahoo.com

Aviano Era: 78-80, USAF, Security Police Squadron

Changes in Membership:  
At our meeting in Italy in April, the membership voted to award 

LIFE membership to Joe and Franca Rutter for their extraordinary 

dedication and contributions to the ARA since its inception.

Congratulations Joe and Franca!

Nancy Beckwith’s cell phone 
number is 951-347-6092

Marshall Bishop moved to 
14829 8th Drive, SE
Mill Creek, WA 98012

Ed & Judy Laurnen moved to
1348 San Juan Drive
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
Ph: 360-378-4305

Nick and Margaret Leone 
moved to 
115 Robin Lane SE
Huntsville, AL 35802
Delete the FAX number; Add a 
cell number:  256-655-4352

In Memoriam

WELCOME
New Members

New members since the last AFTERBURNER 
included in the 2014 roster are:

Ed Arnold – Aviano 68-75
Three Maust Sons: Jay Jr., Jon and Joel

Isabel Valdivia, friend of Randy and Peggy Witt 
Honorary Member:  Roberto Bechi

Garland Privett changed his 
email to:
gpri105287@att.net                         

Douglass Trent changed his 
email address to:  
ACTrent1961@yahoo.com

Dean and Dana Willsey 
moved to 
12204 Fawn Lake Parkway
Spotsylvania, VA 22551
Home: 540-972-0738,  
Cell:571-238-0751

Congratulations to George and Gwen Hughes
Married in Cedar Key, Florida on May 14, 2014!

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:saeaves%40comcast.net?subject=
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The Aviano reunion didn’t stop for us with 
Italy in April.  By the end of May, Ben and I 
were headed to Denver, CO, for a mini-
reunion at the base of the majestic Rock-
ies.  George and Diane Hefner graciously 
opened their lovely home where we were 
united for the first time in decades with Ed 
and Bette Arnold and her son; Larry and 
Pat Arnold Durbin; Ed and Pat’s son Matt 
with his wife  and their son;  the Arnold’s 
daughter Mimi; Gene and Jean Ives; Brent 
Ives; Norm Wakerley; and George’s sister 
Jill and her husband Jim, and Sally Eaves.

Colorado Mini-Reunion 2014
By Lynn Catalina

We continued with the Parma/Bologna 
theme, feasting on prosciutto, Parmesan 
cheese, wine, and lots of goodies brought 
in by everyone who attended.  Ben 
brought a slide show of our trip to Italy, 
and we had a ball “revisiting” the sites and 
re-telling the commentaries that brought 
those areas so vividly to life.  It was also 
fun catching up on mutual acquaintances 
from our Aviano past.   

Many thanks to the Hefners and all who 
attended for making it an evening to 
remember!  And a special thanks to the 
Hefners for making the Colorado mini-
reunions recurring events.

A future Bronco, Erick & Mom 
Sarah Arnold

Four antiques from Aviano.  George 
Hefner, Ben Catalina, Ed Arnold, 

and a Grazie Globe Bar.
Colorado reunion gang on the Hefner deck

Memories of Modena!

Brent Ives & Norm Wakerley 
stretching some storiesPat Arnold Durbin & daughter Mimi

Brent thanking George 
for a wonderful event

Our feast!

www.avianoreunion.com
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Happy Football Season – Italian Style!
Contributed by Nick Leone

Italians, you have to love them!
By Nick Leone

This is hilarious, but I remember acting like this with my, sweet grandmother. She tried so hard to teach me to speak Italian 

but I never learned. All my life I spoke, “Broken English/Italian” and had the hand movements down pat, always thinking 

she understood.  The first time John saw this side of me is when I introduced him the first time to, “momma”. When we left 

her he turned to me and said, “What the heck was that all 

about?” Very seriously I said, “This is how I speak to my 

grandmother, she does not understand English”. I think 

he thought he was marrying into some weird Italian family, 

they couldn’t speak English but they understood this crazy 

broken English with all these hand and body movements. 

(Please click on the link below.  It is precious… worth the 

effort!) Italian Grandmothers

www.avianoreunion.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYk6TWFfICI&feature=youtube
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1. “I think it should be explained in the 
brochure that the local convenience store 
doesn’t sell proper biscuits like custard 
creams or ginger nuts.”
 
2. “It’s lazy of the local shopkeepers in 
Puerto Vallarta to close in the afternoons.  
I often needed to buy things during ‘siesta’ 
time – this should be banned.”
 
3. “On my holiday to Goa in India, I was 
disgusted to find that almost every restau-
rant served curry.  I don’t like spicy food.”
 
4. “We booked an excursion to a water 
park but no-one told us we had to bring our 
own swimsuits and towels.  We assumed it 
would be included in the price.”
 
5. “The beach was too sandy.  We had to 
clean everything when we returned to our 
room.”
 
6. “We found the sand was not like the 
sand in the brochure.  Your brochure 
shows the sand as white but it was more 
yellow.”
 

7. “They shouldn’t allow topless sunbath-
ing on the beach.  It was very distracting 
for my husband who just wanted to relax.”
 
8. “No-one told us there’d be fish in the 
water.  The children were scared.”
 
9. “Although the brochure said that there 
was a fully equipped kitchen, there was no 
egg-slicer in the drawers.”
 
10. “We went on holiday to Spain and had 
a problem with the taxi drivers as they 
were all Spanish.”
 
11. “The roads were uneven and bumpy, 
so we couldn’t read the local guide book 
during the bus ride to the resort.  Because 
of this, we were unaware of many things 
that would’ve made our holiday more fun.”
 
12. “It took us nine hours to fly home from 
Jamaica to England.  It took the Americans 
only three hours to get home.  This seems 
unfair.”
 
13. “I compared the size of our one-bed-
room suite to our friends’ three-bedroom 
and ours was significantly smaller.”
 

THESE ARE ACTUAL COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 
BY “THOMAS COOK VACATIONS” FROM DISSATISFIED CUSTOMERS 

(But NEVER from anyone in the Aviano Reunion Association!)

14. “The brochure stated: ‘No hairdressers 
at the resort.’  We’re trainee hairdressers 
and we think they knew and made us wait 
longer for service.”
 
15. “When we were in Spain, there were 
too many Spanish people there.  The 
receptionist spoke Spanish, the food was 
Spanish.  No one told us that there would 
be so many foreigners.”
 
16. “We had to line up outside to catch the 
boat and there was no air-conditioning.”
 
17. “It’s your duty as a tour operator to 
advise us of noisy or unruly guests before 
we travel.”
 
18. “I was bitten by a mosquito.  The bro-
chure didn’t mention mosquitoes.”
 
19. “My fiancee and I requested twin-beds 
when we booked, but instead we were 
placed in a room with a king bed.  We now 
hold you responsible and want to be re-
reimbursed for the fact that I became preg-
nant.  This would not have happened if you 
had put us in the room that we booked.”
BE AWARE .... THEY WALK AMONG US
 

LYNN:  Finally got my sink fixed…I’ll 
send you the name of my plumber.
Not to worry, the left handle does white 
wine! Cheers!!!    

Here is a string of emails that was shared recently between Lynn Catalina, Elaine Horton, 
Mary Ellen Scherer and Elaine’s daughter, Betsy.  I think you will like it!

Maryellen:  Sad News! I called Home 
Depot...they’re on backorder! (wink)

Elaine:  Haha!!  Must share your sad 
news!!  I already shared the other email!!

Betsy:  OK this really is funny 
I used it in power point at work about the 
pitfalls of business development 

Elaine:  Just thought Lynn might like 
seeing where her email ended up…. In a 
business power point presentation!!

Lynn:  You go, Betsy! Always willing to 
help…

Betsy:  Well – I do what I can to live 
vicariously through you retirees … you’re 
making it look TOO nice 

Elaine:  So what exactly was your “angle”, 
Betsy??

Betsy:  Too much stress, too much food, 
too much BOOZ, therefore business devel-
opment people need a healthier lifestyle.  It 
was for a “health and safety moment.”

Elaine:  Haha!

Lynn:  Love it!!  And luckily, it’s almost 5 
pm….
SALUTE!

www.avianoreunion.com
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Hey Jude, Let’s do the Twist! For, I believe in 
Yesterday! So, let’s go On the Road Again for a 

great Satisfaction, and find a place to hide away!
Amazingly entertaining Branson, MO is our destination of choice 
for 2015.  From September 28 to October 2, we will be treated 
to an incredible program of events full of joy, laughter, inspira-
tion, promise, and above all, camaraderie among all.  From the 
moment we reach our lodging venue, The Grand Plaza Hotel, 
the excitement begins [wait ‘til you experience the view from the 
breakfast restaurant on the top floor!].  Check out the exciting 
schedule in this edition of the Afterburner and see for yourselves.

Highlights include our visits to quaint Old Downtown Branson 
plus its charming new waterfront “The Landings,” and the ad-
mirable College of the Ozarks [lunch,] where students obtain a 
college degree the old-fashioned way…they earn it… by actu-
ally working on every facet of operating a farm and a hospitality 
business.  Who would have “thunk” it? If you have not seen the 
sights and sounds show, Jonah, you are in for a delightful experi-
ence.  We can’t wait to see it again!! Make sure you grease your 
joints to “twist and shout” through all the entertainment shows 
included.  We even squeezed in a dinner in an Italian restaurant 
to reminisce.  All of this [excluding Monday evening’s Optional 
“IT” Show] for the incredible bargain of $400, gratuities included.  
The Grand Plaza is only $92 per room/night plus tax.  Can’t ask 
for anything better!

We have partnered with Gathering Plus, the #1 military reunions 
planning services agency in Branson, to develop the itinerary and 
take care of all our needs during our stay in this beautiful spot on 
the Ozarks Mountains.  You will only be responsible for getting 
there, being relaxed, and enjoying your time.  

So, what do you need to do ASAP to register for this awesome 
extravaganza and still qualify for the drawing of the $200 CASH!!  
Fill out the Registration Form on the last page of this After-
burner, make your deposit check for $200 per person pay-
able to Gathering Plus, and mail it to the address listed on 
the form, to arrive NLT 31 October.  Don’t forget to include the 

additional $35/person if you want to attend the optional IT show 
on the first night immediately following the Welcoming Reception.  

You can also go to the web site that Gathering Plus has created 
so you can see who is signed up for the Reunion!  It is another 
place you can get the Registration Form as well as the Itinerary:  
http://reunionpro.com/sponsors/aviano-reunion-association
Once Gathering Plus receives your registration deposit, Pam 
Brown, their efficient and attentive event planner, will send you 
a confirmation email.  Pam will follow up with a second email 
providing you with directions to the hotel.  No excuses, with this 
amount of advance notice … unless you get lost getting there!!!!  
Hear that, Jose Vazquez?

Future Afterburners will provide more details and keep you 
informed on our progress in making this next reunion a most 
memorable one. 

Branson, Here we Come!
By Belinda and Jaime Vazquez

Jaime & Belinda with Amber 
Campbell and husband, the musical 
director of Hits of the 60’s, one of the 

shows we will be attending during 
the reunion

Jaime is pictured in front of 
the Sound and Light Theater 

of production show Jonah

www.avianoreunion.com
http://www.bransongrandplaza.com
http://reunionpro.com/sponsors/aviano-reunion-association
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

 September 28-October 2, 2015 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 

 
THE GRAND 

PLAZA 
HOTEL 

$92.00 per 
room per night 

plus tax, 
including 
breakfast 

 
3:00 p.m. 

Hospitality 
Room Open 

 

 
5:30 p.m. 

WELCOME 
ABOARD 
Reception 

 
Optional 

Show: 
8:00 p.m. 

IT Show at 
Hughes 
Theatre 

$35.00 p.p. 
including 

transportation 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
9:00 a.m. 

BRANSON 
LANDING, 

OLD 
DOWNTOWN 
BRANSON and 

 
COLLEGE  

of the 
OZARKS 

TOUR 
and LUNCH 

at Keeter Center 
 

 
3:30 p.m. 
JONAH 

At 
Sight and Sound 

 
6:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Charlie’s Steak, 

Ribs and Ale 
 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
 11:-00 a.m. 

SHOPPING at 
Grand Village 

And 

 
LUNCH 

at Mel’s Hard 
Luck Diner 

 

 
2:00 p.m. 

#1  
HITS 
of the 

SIXTIES 
SHOW 

 
5:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS 
MEETING 

 

 
7:00 p.m. 

DINNER at 
Florentina’s 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 

 
 

10:00 a.m. 
THE  

CLAY 
COOPER 

SHOW and 
LUNCH 

 
 

 
 

6:30 p.m. 
SOCIAL 
HOUR 

 

 
 

7:00 p.m. 
BANQUET 
DINNER 
At Hotel 

With  
Entertainment 

Hot Buffet 
Breakfast 

 
Depart 

ACTIVITY 
PACKAGE: 
$400.00 per 

person 
 

INCLUDES: 
Welcome 

Packets with 
Name Badges 

Hospitality 
Room 

Welcome 
Reception 
Tour and 
Lunch at 
Keeter 
Jonah 

Dinner at 
Charlie’s 

Lunch at Hard 
Luck Diner 

#1 Hits of the 
Sixties Show 

Dinner at 
Florentina’s 
Clay Cooper 

Show and 
Lunch 

Social Hour 
Banquet 
Dinner 
With  

Entertainment 
Transportation 

to Group 
Activities 
Reunion 
Website 

 

www.avianoreunion.com
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION 
Branson, Missouri Reunion 

September 28-October 2, 2015 
NAME____________________________________________________ 
GUEST/SPOUSE____________________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________________ 
CITY___________________________STATE__________ZIP_______ 
TELEPHONE________________EMAIL__________________________ 
Any physical disabilities?______________________________________ 
Any dietary restrictions?_____________________________________ 

********************************************************** 
HOST HOTEL:  THE GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 

 
Call 417-336-6646 for room reservations and mention you are with the 
Aviano Reunion Association.  The room rate is $92.00 per room per night 
plus tax.  A hot buffet breakfast is included in room rate and rate is 
available 3 days prior and 3 days after the reunion based on availability.  
Rooms not reserved by August 28, 2015 will be dropped from the group 
block. 
 

Reunion Activity Package:  $400.00 per person 
_______# of Attendees x $400.00 per person = $______________ 

 
“IT” Show on Monday Evening:  $35.00 per person 

______# of Attendees x $35.00 per person = $_____________ 
 

TOTAL DUE:  $_________________ 
 
A 50% deposit ($200 per person) is requested by May 1, 2015 with final 
payment due August 1, 2015.  No refunds will be issued after September 1, 
2015. 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
GATHERINGS PLUS 

P. O. BOX 1023, BRANSON WEST, MO. 65737 
417-338-4048…pam@gatheringsplus.com 

 
Reunion Website:  www.ReunionPro.com, click on “reunions” link, type 
in Aviano Reunion Association, enter,  then click on your logo to get to 

the reunion website.  You can order discounted tickets to additional 
shows and attractions as well as see a list of attendees!!!! 

 

www.avianoreunion.com

