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Kentucky --- Unbridled Spirit!  The Frymans and 
Futrells must have some horse betting experience!  
They bet me that they would have at least 70 reg-
istrants by the end of 2015…and they DO!!!  I don’t 
know if it is the bourbon tastings or the itinerary they 
have lined up but we have a near sellout.  They will 
soon have to start a “wait list” once they have 80 
deposits.  If you are on the fence about attending this 
excellent week of fun and fellowship with friends, now 
is the time to get the registration and deposit check 
mailed.  More details and a form are in this issue.    

Coote Courting!  Those of you who were not at Bran-
son with us missed a wonderful and funny exchange 
between entertainer Clay Cooper and Bill & Ellie 
Coote.  It all started with a bicycle, a badminton rac-
quet, and an amazing story that has helped continue 
a love affair for over 60 years.  Their story was told to 
over 300 people in Branson and they laughed and en-
joyed it so much they had tears in their eyes.  Me too.  
I heard that Clay Cooper is still telling the story to new 
audiences!  You get to read all about it in this issue.

Member-Get-A-Member!  No giant leaps in member-
ship since our last issue, but it’s always nice to see 
new names on Page 2 and new members attend-
ing the Kentucky Reunion.  The Kentucky Reunion 
team placed ads in some veteran magazines and 

that helped contribute to some new members.  And 
attendance at a Christmas party resulted in another.  
When someone asks you “What have you been doing 
recently?” reply with “I ate my way across Italy, and 
sampled so much great Italian wine that…”  Or you 
could say “I danced on stage in a Branson show!”  You 
will be surprised at where that conversation takes you.  
And then ASK FOR FIFTEEN DOLLARS!  It works!

In this Issue... Member News, Louisville Reunion 
Info, The Coote & Cooper story, Attendee list, Reunion 
Photos, and More...

FUTURE REUNIONS
2016 Louisville, KY 

Hosts: Kay & Ken Fryman and Carol & Tom Futrell
September 12-17, 2016

2017 - Italy
Hosts:  Ben & Lynn Catalina

www.AvianoReunion.com

Can You Guess Who Submitted This? 
‘Topolino’! We were stationed in Aviano from 1966-1969. 

The best assignment ever! 

Living in Codenons, 
a second car was 
needed. The car was 
a convertible and this 
picture was taken 
after Christmas tree 
shopping. That’s why 
it looks as though a 
forest is growing out 
of the car.

http://www.avianoreunion.com
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer

Sally Ann Eaves
Email: saeaves@comcast.net

8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005
Phone: 303-421-2163 

WELCOME
New Members

Judith Little and Vince Correale
4963 Valley Birch Drive
Arlington, TN, 38002
901-838-6871
levee04@bellsouth.net
Friends of Tom and Carol Futrell

Sue Moorhead
7442 Teaswood Drive
Conroe, TX 77304
936-441-8192
gsmoor@aol.com
Friend of Kay Fryman

Gary and Rita Pasierb
50 Roseheart
San Antonio, TX 78259
210-232-5807
egaryp@earthlink.net
Friend of Catalinas, US Army

Bill Shelton
P.O. Box 767
Carson, WA 98610
509-427-9599 cell: 360-608-7945
celticbdtwo@embarqmail.com
USAF (ret) 1969-1973, 
2187 Communications Group, 
Air Traffic Control Ops Officer

Changes of Email:

Belinda Vazquez: belindavazquez70@yahoo.com
Ben and Celia McCauley: cpmccauley@yahoo.com

Reminder for All Attendees
If you have not already made your hotel reservations, please 
call the Brown Hotel at 502-583-1234 for room reservations 
and mention you are with the Aviano Reunion Association so 
you will get the discounted rate of $106.00 per room per night 
plus tax.  A concierge level room can be requested for an ad-
ditional $25.00 per person per night if desired.  Our group rate 
is available 2 days prior and 2 days after the reunion based on 
availability.  The deadline for the group rate is August 1, 2016.  
View the hotel and accommodations online at www.brownho-
tel.com.   Credit cards will not be charged prior to arrival.
If you have not registered to attend this exciting reunion 
trip, please consider joining us.  There are three vacancies 
remaining and we would love to see you there!  Contact Kay 
Fryman @ 937-390-9749 or Carol Futrell @ 540-280-6403.

Louisville’s Most Legendary Hotel

In Memoriam
Maurine Ann Prudhomme (July 1, 1932 – October 28, 2015)

Wife of Bert Prudhomme, Aviano 1956-1958
We are sad to report that long-time 
member, Maurine Prudhomme, 
passed away. She and Bert attended 
several reunions over the years and 
were at the mini-reunion in Castle 
Rock, Colorado in 2013. Bert writes: 
“We had many enjoyable times with 
the Aviano group and are sorry to 
see so many of the starters are 
leaving us. Hope the reunion continues on with traditions.” 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Bert and the Prudhomme 
family. Donations are welcome at 
www.WoundedWarriorProject.org

www.avianoreunion.com
mailto:saeaves%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.brownhotel.com
http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org
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(Continued on page 4)

Branson Reunion Memories

For those of you who were in Branson this past year, this is “the 
rest of the story” starring Bill and Ellie Coote.  For those of you 
who were not there, you missed the show with Clay Cooper 

when Bill and 
Ellie were 
simply asked 
how long 
they were 
married… 
and how they 
met… and 
why she hit 
him on the 

head with a badminton racquet!  As Clay Cooper said, “Are you 
making this up??”  

HERE IS “THE REST OF THE STORY”
Starring Bill & Ellie Coote

Written by Ellie Coote and Edited by Elaine Horton

On a warm summer 
night in 1950 in the 
tiny town of Otego, 
NY…
As 12-year-old Ellie 
was playing badmin-
ton with a friend of 
hers on the side lawn 
of her friend’s corner 
house, the silence 
of such a small town 
was suddenly broken 
as loud sounds of “Irene, Goodnight” were heard.  Ellie and her 
friend looked down the street as a boy they did not know was 

www.avianoreunion.com
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(Here’s the Rest of the Story...Continued from page 3)

Bill and Ellie Coote

Though history reveals at least three St. Valen-
tine martyrs, this one is the most popular.  Un-
der the rule of Claudius the Cruel, Rome was 
involved in many unpopular and bloody cam-
paigns. The emperor had to maintain a strong 
army, but was having a difficult time getting 
soldiers to join his military leagues. Claudius 
believed that Roman men were unwilling to join 
the army because of their strong attachment to 
their wives and families.
To get rid of the problem, Claudius banned all marriages 
and engagements in Rome. Valentine, realizing the injustice 
of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform mar-
riages for young lovers in secret.

When Valentine’s actions were discovered, 
Claudius ordered that he be put to death. 
Valentine was arrested and dragged before 
the Prefect of Rome, who condemned him 
to be beaten to death with clubs and to have 
his head cut off. The sentence was carried 

out on February 14, on or about the year 270.
Legend also has it that while in jail, St. Valen-

tine left a farewell note for the jailer’s daughter, 
who had become his friend, and signed it “From Your 

Valentine.”  For his great service, Valentine was named a 
saint after his death.

Gradually, February 14 became a date for exchanging love 
messages, poems and simple gifts such as flowers.

LEGENDS OF SAINT VALENTINE
From History.com and edited by Elaine Horton

riding down the street towards them on his bike.  His hands were 
in the air and he was singing at the top of his voice!  “Who is 
that?”, the girls thought.  The young man was new in town and 
new people were a rarity, so an impression was immediately 
made!  

A friend of the girls named Vinnie drove up on his bike about the 
same time and stopped with the newcomer to watch them play 
badminton.  Vinnie introduced the new boy to Ellie and her friend.  
“This is Billy Coote.  He just moved here from Waterville.”  Ellie 
said, “Hi” and told him her name and they all talked for a while.  
When it began to get dark, Ellie started to walk around the block 
to her house.  Billy said “Want a ride home?”  “What??”, Ellie 
thought. “This is nuts!  Certainly he was teasing (as most of the 
boys around town did).  Was he just being smart?  He certainly 
didn’t have a car.”  Sooo, she reacted as any intelligent 12-year-
old would:  she hit him over the head with her badminton racquet!
Not to be deterred (typical of a warm-blooded 15 year-old), 

“Billy’s” reaction was “Hop 
on Back,” he said while 
pointing to his bike.  I can’t 
be sure since I was not 
there, but I bet he was smil-
ing that winning smile of his 
when he said that!  For some 
reason that Ellie still does 
not understand, she took him 
up on his offer and the rest, 
as they say, is history!!  She 
wonders what would have 
happened in her life if she 
had not taken that ride!

They sorta dated or flirted with each other a little bit during high 
school.  Billy (by then, he had grown into Bill … no Y!) then went 
off to school and then to the Air Force.  Ellie stayed in Otego, and 
even baby-sat his two younger sisters.  While babysitting them, 
she once sneaked into his room and found a small picture of him 
and took it!  Oh, my goodness!  True love in bloom!  Even so, two 
years later, she felt guilty and sent the photo back and apolo-
gized.  Of course, that was also a GREAT way to make contact 
again!  I think nowadays, the “lady” in the pair might “leave 
something” like sun-glasses so she would have to call back later!  
I guess some things never change!

All of this led to a wed-
ding in Ortego 10 years 
after their initial meeting 
when Ellie was 22, and 
to a fantastic Air Force 
career.  Their assignment 
to Italy proved to be a 
four-year honeymoon 
for them beginning in 
1960—one year in Gro-
setto and three in Aviano.  
Their first baby was born 
two-and-a half years 
later, while they were there.  Now THAT was a honeymoon!!  
Before they arrived in Aviano, Bill was stationed at Bryan AFB, 
TX, Niagara, Youngstown, and Webb AFB where Bill was an 
instructor pilot.  After Aviano, they were stationed at Vance AFB, 
Kadena, and Sheppard AFB. 
 
Thanks, Ellie, for sharing such a precious memory!

www.avianoreunion.com
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A homograph that is also pronounced differently is a heteronym.
You think English is easy??   I think a retired English teacher was 
bored ...THIS IS GREAT!
 Read all the way to the end........... This took a lot of work to put 
together!

You lovers of the English language should enjoy this.
1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
3)  The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
4)  We must polish the Polish furniture..
5) He could lead if  he would get the lead out.
6) The soldier  decided to desert his dessert in the desert.
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it was time 
to present the present.
8)  A bass was painted on the head of the bass  drum.
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
10) I did not object  to the object.
11)  The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12) There was a row  among the oarsmen about how to  row.
13) They were too close to the door to close it.
14) The  buck does funny things when the does are present.
15)  A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer line.
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to sow.
17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting I shed a  tear.
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of  tests.
20) How can I intimate this to my  most intimate friend?

Let’s  face it - English is a crazy lan-
guage.  There is no egg in eggplant, 
nor ham in hamburger; neither apple 
nor pine in pineapple.  English muffins 
weren’t invented in England or French 
fries in France.  Sweetmeats are candies 
while sweetbreads, which aren’t sweet, 

are animal organs.  We take English for granted.  But if we 
explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, 
boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from Guinea 
nor is it a pig.

And why is it that writers write but fingers 
don’t fing, grocers don’t groce and ham-
mers don’t ham?  If the plural of tooth 
is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth, 
beeth? 
One goose, 2 geese.   So one moose, 2 
meese?  One index, 2 indices?  
Doesn’t it seem crazy that you can make 
amends but not one amend? 
If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but one of 
them, what do you call it?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught?   If a vegetarian 
eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat?  Sometimes I 
think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum 
for the verbally insane.

In what language do people recite at a play and 
play at a recital?  
Ship by truck and send cargo by ship?  Have 
noses that run and feet that smell?
How can a slim chance and a fat chance be 
the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are 
opposites?  You have to marvel at the unique 
lunacy of a language in which your house can 

burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it 
out, and in which an alarm goes off by going on.

English was invented by people, not 
computers, and it reflects the creativity of 
the human race, which, of course, is not 
a race at all.  That is why, when the stars 
are out, they are visible, 
but when the lights are out, they are 
invisible.
PS. -  Why doesn’t ‘Buick’ rhyme with ‘quick’?

Homographs…
are words of like spelling but with more than one meaning.

Contributed by Jay Maust

www.avianoreunion.com
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Brent Ives & Norm Wakerley 
stretching some stories

Bourbon, bourbon, bourbon, and of course a few horses com-
prise Day 2 and 3 (Tuesday/Wednesday) of the 2016 ARA 
reunionites!!  After visiting the world famous Claiborne Farms 
on Tuesday morning and lunch at UK’s Spindletop Hall, we will 
finish the day (and maybe night) at the Buffalo Trace Distillery 

(BTD).  The BTD sits on nearly 
120 acres in the heart of bourbon 
country with four centuries of 
architecture represented on site.  
It is on this location where the 
buffalo migration route crossed 
the Kentucky River, thus the 
name.  Experience abounds, 
as they have been making their 
legendary bourbon whiskey 
since 1787.  Because of their 
longevity, the BTD proudly claims 
they hold the title of the oldest 
continually operating distillery in 
America, remaining operational 
during Prohibition—for “medici-

nal” purposes.  Imagine that, doctor’s orders to skirt the law and 
drink alcohol.  Sounds like a fighter pilot mentality to me even 
though the airplane had not been invented yet.  To show you how 
good they really are, within the past decade Buffalo Trace has 
won more awards than any other distillery in the world, including 
an unmatched seven “Distillery of the Year” titles.  We will learn 
about the different stages of the bourbon-making process, experi-
ence a century-old aging warehouse, and the hand bottling of 
premium bourbons among other things.  Of course, there will be 
ample time for a little bourbon tasting if one desires.  If one does 
not desire, the gift shop will be open for your enjoyment.
                                                                                            
If the Buffalo Trace bourbon tasting was not enough, we start 
Day 3 (Wednesday) with another opportunity to treat our taste 
buds to more bourbon at the gateway to the Kentucky Bourbon 
Trail—the Jim Beam Distillery (JBD).  In 1787, Jacob Bohm ar-
rived in the bluegrass hills of Kentucky armed only with a copper 
pot still and a good knowledge of farming and distilling.  He later 
changed the family name to Beam, and an American dynasty had 
begun.  From moonshine to modern manufacturing, we will get 
an appreciation for our nation’s only native spirit and the world’s 
best selling bourbon.  The JBD recently opened a 9300 sq. foot 
visitor’s center designed as a replica of the 1930’s stillhouse. The 
new building includes the actual staircase from the original Jim 
Beam historical stillhouse.  We will enjoy a guided tour through 
the new craft distillery and we will help throw grains into the mash 
tub, fill a barrel, dump a barrel, rinse a bottle, and place it on 
the bottling line.  We will then see the larger part of the distillery, 
known as the “Big House,” to witness how their bourbon is made 
today.  Since we are all over 21, we get to sample some of Jim 

Beam’s finest whiskies—all before lunch.  Life does not get any 
better than that!  For those of you who need more “things,” the gift 
shop will be glad to accommodate you.

We are not done yet—not by a long shot!  We will have lunch 
from Fred’s Smokehouse, visit Abraham Lincoln’s birthplace and 
the Abraham Lincoln Museum. We will also tour Fort Knox, home 
of the George Patton Museum. We will complete the evening 
with dinner at Kurtz Restaurant.  You will read more on these and 
other activities (including history, heroes, baseball, and the dinner 
cruise) in the next edition of the newsletter.

Please join us! Space is filling up, so do not delay your registra-
tion.  Less than 5 spaces remain.

ARA Louisville Highlights - September 12-17, 2016

“Bourbon Capital of the World”
When enjoying a Bourbon Tasting, be sure to pay special 
attention to the color, aroma, taste and finish of each 
sample….
1. Take a look.  Study the color.  
 Is the Bourbon a darker amber, copper, mahoga-

ny, burnt orange or gold?
2. Give it a swirl and sniff.  Smell with your mouth open. 
 Does the Bourbon have a spicy, fruity, vanilla, tof-

fee or oak aroma?
3. Take a sip and work it around your mouth.  
 Does the Bourbon have a caramel, oak, smoky, 

almond or nutmeg taste?
4. Swallow.  Note how the Bourbon finishes.  
 Did it leave warm, bold, spicy or sweet flavors 

behind?
5. Add a touch of water or serve on the rocks.  This 

allows the Bourbon to“Open Up” and loosen more 
slowly so the intense flavors will be released.

Most of all, enjoy your Bourbon tasting experience 
and just have fun!

www.avianoreunion.com
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Adams, Craig & Mary
Beckwith, George & Nancy
Bell, Dave & Bobbie
Bender, Chuck & Skaggs, Ellen
Black, Melvin & Sandy
Burnett, Doris and Bishop, Marshall
Catalina, Ben & Lynn
Constantine, Gary, Verna, & Kim
Correale, Vince & Little, Judi
Currie, Al & Lou
Davis, Dee
Dorris, Joe and Claire
Eaves, Sally
Fryman, Ken & Kay

Futrell, Tom & Carol
Futrell, Ron and Sandra
Gaskell, Dick & Barbara
Gracey, Rodger & Betty
Hansen , Michael & Kazarian, Linda
Hefner, George and Diane
Hoit, Zane & Margaret
Horton, Tom & Elaine
Hudgins, Dick & LeNeille
Hughes, George & Gwen
Leone, Nick & Margaret
Lewis, Neil
Long, Topper & Carol
Maust, Jay & Jane

Moorhead, Sue
Ondrusek, Louis & Astrid
Povey, Bill & Emily
Ross, Pete
Rutter, Joe & Franca
Shelton, Bill
Steele, Alan & Linda
Trent, Doug & Ann
Vazquez, Jaime & Belinda
Vazquez, Jose
Walbridge, Ray & Guest
Wills, Roger
Willsey, Dean & Dana
Witt, Randy & Peggy

Kentucky Reunion Registrants

Monday, September 12 
 Welcome Registration and Reception
Tuesday, September 13 
 Best of Kentucky (Lexington) Tour
 - Scenic jaunt through the rolling hills 

of the Bluegrass State
 - Tour of Claiborne Farms (world 

famous thoroughbred farm)
 - Lunch at Spindletop Hall
  (private dining experience at a 

historic mansion)
 - Woodford Reserve Bourbon Tour 

and Tasting

Wednesday, September 14
 Kentucky History and Heroes Tour
 - Jim Beam Bourbon Distillery Tour 

and Tasting
 - Lunch from Fred’s Smokehouse
 - Visit Abraham Lincoln’s Birthplace
 - General George Patton Museum at 

Fort Knox
Thursday, September 15
 R and R Day
 - Free Morning
 - Business Meeting
 - Banquet in the Brown Hotel

Experience beautiful Louisville, Kentucky, with your Aviano friends! Please join us at the majestic, historic, AAA, four-star Brown Hotel 
(www.brownhotel.com) located in the heart of downtown Louisville. Feel the thrill of the race as we tour Churchill Downs, home of the 
Kentucky Derby. Enjoy a comfortable bus tour of Lexington, KY, including a thoroughbred farm where Secretariat is buried, a bourbon 
tasting, and beautiful bluegrass countryside. We will also have a guided tour of The General George Patton Museum and Center of 
Leadership, as well as more bourbon tasting. Finally, no visit would be complete without seeing the Louisville Slugger Museum and a 
riverboat dinner cruise.

Louisville, Kentucky 2016 Reunion Intinerary

Friday, September 16 
 Louisville City Tour
 - Kentucky Derby Museum with Tour 

of Churchill Downs
 - Lunch at Churchill Downs
 - Scenic Falls of Ohio
 - Schimpff’s Candy Store Museum 

Tour/Demonstration
 - Louisville Slugger Museum and 
  Factory Tour
 - Belle of Louisville Riverboat Dinner 

and Cruise
Saturday, September 17
 Depart for Home

www.avianoreunion.com
http://www.brownhotel.com
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AVIANO REUNION ASSOCIATION
Reunion in Louisville, KY

September 12-17, 2016

NAME _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

GUEST/SPOUSE ________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY __________________________________________________________ STATE __________ ZIP ___________ 

TELEPHONE _________________________________________  EMAIL____________________________________ 

Any physical disabilities? ________________________________________________________________________ 

Any dietary restrictions? _________________________________________________________________________

Call the Brown Hotel at 502-583-1234 for room reservations and mention you are with the Aviano Reunion Association. 
The room rate is $106.00 per room per night plus tax. A delicious continental breakfast and evening wine, beer, and 
hors d’ oeuvres, concierge level room can be included for an additional $25 per person per night if desired. Our group 
rate is available 2 days prior and 2 days after the reunion based on availability. Deadline for group rate is August 1, 
2016. View the hotel and accommodations online at www.brownhotel.com. 

Reunion Activity Package: $625.00 per person 

_______# of Attendees x $625.00 per person = $ ______________ 

TOTAL DUE: $_________________ 

A deposit of $200 per person is required by March 30, 2016. Final payment is due June 30, 2016. 
No refunds will be issued after the final payment. This trip is limited to 80. Get your deposit in NOW or you won’t get 
out of the starting gate! 

Reunion fee includes all items described on itinerary. That includes:
 • Welcome reception and hospitality room with food and drink
 • 3 full day tours
 • 3 lunches and 3 dinners (one in a AAA, four-diamond restaurant and one on a riverboat)
 • All taxes and gratuities included for meals 
 • All transportation, water, snacks, and guides for tours
 • Many more surprises you won’t want to miss

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK PAYABLE TO:  ARA, Ken Fryman:
 Ken Fryman     
 6124 Morris Rd
 Springfield, OH 45502

QUESTIONS: Call Hosts Kay Fryman (937-390-9749) or Carol Futrell (540-280-6403)

www.avianoreunion.com

