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President’s Message

2017 Italy Reunion Final Update! 80 and holding! We still have
80 anxious members departing to Italy in late September. I’ve heard
from several of you expressing your excitement at finally getting
back to Italy again, and we even have a few folks making their very
first trip there. They will soon see why we love that country so much
and enjoy traveling with our Aviano Reunion Association members.
This is the last Afterburner issued prior to our trip so several pages
are dedicated to the final update, reminders, and last-minute questions. If you are traveling to the Italy reunion, PLEASE read every
page. Pay special attention to the reminders.

Rome Airport (FCO) Hilton Hotel Pickup on Monday October 2!
The pickup will be at 8:30 a.m. Sorry it couldn’t be a little later, but
we need to get on the road early for the drive to Lucca. The key to
an on-time departure is for everyone to have their luggage in the
hotel lobby by 8:15 a.m. Please have nametags on your luggage
that clearly identify your name on each piece. Roberto and his team
will use those nametags to place your luggage in the designated
busses. We will have two chartered busses that will carry us and our
luggage to Lucca with a stop along the way for a bathroom break
and quick lunch.
International Travel Tips! We emailed that to everyone on July 23.
We hope you have read it by now—not simply scanned it. Lots of
good information in there.
Business Meeting in Italy! We conduct a business meeting each
year at our annual reunion. It will be held in the Lucca hotel on Oct. 3
after our first day of touring. It’s informal and we try to make it fun…
and rewarding with several door prizes. This year we have two special gift certificates to be awarded but you must be present to win.

If you are Cruising! Susan asked me to remind you to please
complete your pre-cruise check-in if you have not already done
so, then download and print your boarding passes at least 5 days
prior to departure. If you wish to purchase any shore excursions in
advance of sailing, do so now. Those ordered from Shore Excursions group must be done at least 2 weeks prior to the sail date,
and through Celebrity at least a week prior. She sent information
on how to do both by email earlier in the summer. If you have any
cruising questions, please contact her at scombs@dreamvacations.com or call at 949-709-0098. She will be escorting a nurses
group on Harmony of the Seas for our own Kay Fryman from Sept.
7-17 and will be out of the office at that time.
2018 Reunion in Washington DC! Circle October 11-16, 2018
on your calendars. Team Hudgins and Lasher have the hotel and
itinerary confirmed and their initial announcement is in this issue.
Full details will be provided at our Italy business meeting, with
those attendees having first priority at registration. We will begin
taking deposits during at that time.
In this Issue...Member News, Italy Reunion Final Update with
daily schedule, reunion and cruise attendee list, reminders, DC
reunion announcement,..and more.
www.avianoreunion.com

Ben

NEXT STOP:

ROME!

ARA Officers

FUTURE REUNIONS

Ben Catalina - President
Rodger Gracey - Vice President
Sally Ann Eaves - Secretary/Treasurer
Elaine Horton - Editor
Lisa Ringler - Webmaster

2017 - Tuscany Region, Italy - October 2-9, 2017
Hosts: Ben & Lynn Catalina

2018 – Washington D.C. – October 11-16, 2018

Hosts: Dick & LeNeille Hudgins and Lash & Norma Lasher
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Roster Changes/Corrections
Changes of Address:

Jim and Connie Carino
3500 West Chester Pike, CH 110
Newtown Square PA 19073
New telephone: 610-353-3272
Same Cell Number: 215-680-4296
New email: Jim=intelnet@verizon.net
Connie, Connie19010@gmail.com is unchanged.
Al and Lou Currie
4000 E. Fletcher Ave., Apt E-107
Tampa, FL 33613
Phone remains: 813-899-0371
New Email: dolcevita.aviano@gmail.com
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Report from the
Secretary/Treasurer
Sally Ann Eaves

Email: saeaves@comcast.net
8708 Independence Way • Arvada, CO 80005

Phone: 303-421-2163

2019 REUNION IN ???
Where will it be?

Changes of Telephone Numbers or emails:

George Hefner: (h) 303-378-6232 (c) 303-218-0132
Chuck Miller: New email: av8tor.usaf@gmail.com
Randy and Peggy Witt: (h) 901-236-7784
(c) 786-256-1785

Special Point of Interest:

Topper and Carole Long have kept the same phone
number (615-435-3600) since the last newsletter. That is
some kind of a record. Congrats, Topper and Carole!

Do you have a suggestion for our 2019 reunion? Can you volunteer to chair it? Our annual reunions occur only because members
volunteer to host them. Please contact Ben
at bcatalina@satx.rr.com or 210-658-0019.
Or maybe discuss it over a glass of vino or two
while in Italy!
New member Bill McGuth, who will be with
us in Italy, writes that he thoroughly enjoyed
My Italian Bulldozer, a novel by Alexander
McCall Smith. It is a fun story that takes
place in some of the Tuscany areas where
we will travel and is a fast read. Lynn & Ben
bought the Kindle edition and it really is a
clever and easy read. Excellent for the long flight to Rome.

Reunion 2017 Points of Interest
A FEW FACTS ABOUT LUCCA
LUCCA was the largest Italian city state with a republican
constitution (“comune”) to remain independent over the
centuries - next to Venice, of
course. In 1805 Lucca was
taken over by Napoleon, who
put his sister Elisa Bonaparte
Baciocchi in charge as “Queen
of Etruria”. After 1815 it became
a Bourbon-Parma duchy, then
part of Tuscany in 1847 and
finally part of the Italian State.

Unusual for cities in the region, the walls around the old town
were retained intact as the city expanded and modernized. As
the wide walls lost their military
importance, they became a
pedestrian promenade ringing
the old town although they
were used for a number of
years in the 20th century for
racing cars. They are still fully
intact today; each of the four
principal sides is lined with a
different tree species.
(More Points of Interest Continued on page 7)
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2017 Reunion in Italy
FINAL UPDATE
In previous issues, we provided highlights and some details of
the cities and towns in our itinerary, and we’re now ready to give
you a better idea of our
daily program. We’ll receive
more complete details from
Roberto and his team,
of course, as we begin
touring. As we get closer
to our departure date, it’s
often necessary to make a
few tweaks in an itinerary
due to current site restrictions and conditions and
on the individual needs of
our group. You will notice a
couple of such changes below. We believe these changes will both accommodate all needs
and enhance our overall tour experience. Lynn and I are excited!
Please read this article in detail. We suggest you print it or
perhaps even the entire Afterburner issue and take it with you on
the plane as it provides the latest information available to include
the meeting place and pickup time for our busses on October 2.
NOTE that all meals are included in the reunion package except
two where you see the euro symbol (€) in the itinerary below.
Sunday, October 1
By this date, all attendees will have arrived at the Rome Fiumicino
(FCO) airport and have settled into the Airport Hilton or other hotel in the area. At approximately 5:30 p.m. we will have a no-host
casual welcome get-together “somewhere” in the Hilton. The
location will be announced by email from Ben in September OR
posted in the lobby of the Hilton. Please try to attend and wear
your ARA nametag and lanyard. New members and first-time
reunion attendees will be provided with a lanyard & nametag.
However, if you are in the midst of a tour in Rome or elsewhere
and don’t make it back in time, no problem—this is just a meet
and greet event.
Monday, October 2
Pickup at the Rome Airport
Hilton Hotel will be at 8:30
a.m. Yes, 0830. This
means that luggage needs
to be taken to the lobby
by 8:15. We will depart for
Lucca with a stop along
the way for a light lunch

or snack (€). Once we arrive in Lucca around 2 p.m., we will be
dropped off at the Museum of the Resistance and will tour while
the busses will proceed to the hotel (Grand Hotel Guinigi ) to
deliver luggage to our rooms. The busses will return to the museum later to take us to the hotel for check-in. Later that evening
we will post a bus list (A & B or Pasta & Vino?) in the hotel lobby.
It will show which buses we are assigned for the entire week. On
some days one group will tour one area; the other group, another
area; and itineraries will then be switched. Everyone will see
the same things, enjoy the same meals and wine, but simply at
different times. Plus, Roberto will switch busses this first day to
make sure we all receive the historical background information
for today’s first tour. Notes and other itinerary updates will be
posted in our hotels as necessary.
6:00 PM

Welcome & Presentation of the week’s plan by
Roberto followed by our Welcome Dinner at the hotel.

Tuesday, October 3
7;00 AM Breakfast opens at the hotel (same time each morning)
8:30 AM Buses take us to the historical district of Lucca for our
first tour. Walking tour of the city including Puccini
Museum
12:30 PM Lunch followed by free time in Lucca.
4:30 PM Bus takes us back to hotel
5:00 PM Business Meeting at hotel followed by dinner at the
hotel. (And don’t think you can skip that meeting!
Remember those door prizes….).
Wednesday, October 4 and Thursday, Oct. 5
8:30 AM After breakfast each of these two days, our group of
80 will be split into groups A & B (Pasta & Vino?) and
travel separately. On the first day, group A will go to
Pisa while group B will go to Garfagnana. The next
day the groups will reverse.
The Pisa group will visit the
famous Leaning Tower, the
Field of Miracles and other
main sites. After the tours,
we will travel to Forte dei
Marmi on the coast for a
seafood lunch. (The switch
to Marmi was made due to major construction in Viareggio, but
this place is just as excellent.) We will then travel a short distance to visit the Sant’Anna historical site in Stazzema, returning
to the hotel at approximately 5:30 pm.
(Reunion in Italy. Continued on page 4)
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(Reunion in Italy. Continued from page 3)

The Garfagnana group will visit the historical
Villa Torrigiani followed by wine tasting at the
winery. Next will be a delicious lunch at the
Tenuta Lenzini Societa Agricola. After a nap
(just kidding), we follow lunch with a stop in
the village of Barga for a tour of a cathedral
and a jail. How ‘bout that combo! Following a
panoramic drive through the rolling hills, this group will also return
to our hotel at approximately 5:30 pm.
Dinner at the hotel.
Friday, October 6
9:00 AM After breakfast, we depart for our drive to Siena.
The challenging hilly terrain of Volterra prompted a change to visit
two other excellent sites in its stead. On the way we will make a
short visit to the beautiful Florence American Cemetery to remember those that gave their lives in service to protect the freedom of
both our own nation and of our Italian neighbors.
We will also visit the charming walled city of San Gimignano, town
of fine towers now designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
We will have lunch at an Agriturismo and then continue to Siena
where we will check in to our new home ( NH Siena ). We’ll have
free time that afternoon to wander into Siena and explore on our
own.
7:00 PM

Pizza dinner overlooking Siena’s Piazza del Campo.

Saturday, October 7
7:00 AM Breakfast opens at the hotel (same time each morning)
8:30 AM After breakfast, our group will again be split into
groups A & B and travel separately as we begin our
tours of Siena and nearby areas. One group will embark on a Siena walking tour in the morning while the
other group will travel to Montalcino. In the afternoon,
the two groups will then swap these tours. We will
dine at the same winery where we will have lunch, but
at different times, and it is there where we will tour a
Brunello winery and sample some of the finest wines
in Italy.

During these tours we will also have a special private visit to the
Contrada Museum where we will learn more about the annual
festival and horse race, Il Palio.
After the return to our hotel, dinner will be on your own (€).
Sunday, October 8
8:30AM After breakfast, we will again travel in two groups, one
starting with Montepulciano and the other at Pienza,
reversing the itineraries in the afternoon. We’ll stop in
Montepulciano and Val d’Orcia area, visiting Pienza
and Monticchielo —Roberto’s favorite village.
After lunch and shopping time,
we will return to our hotel at
approximately 4:00 PM. We’ll
have time to rest a while
and get ready for our Farewell Banquet and dancing.
Banquet time will be provided
later. Remember that we take individual and couples photos prior
to the banquet.
Monday, October 9
Sadly, our reunion time is over. After breakfast today, one bus
will depart for the Rome Airport Hilton with those folks staying
over for another day or more before flying home. The other bus
will depart for the Port of Civitavecchia for those going on the
Mediterranean Cruise. Departure times will be provided Sunday
at the conclusion of the last tour.
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Reunion Trip Reminders

q Passports* found and validity dates reconfirmed?
• Valid for at least six months after scheduled return
		 to USA?

q Flight schedule printed?*
q Trip itinerary & contact info provided to neighbor
and/or relative?
q Calendar circled to check-in for first flight 24
hours in advance?
q Pre- and Post-Reunion hotel reservations
confirmations printed?*

q Cruise boarding pass printed?* Cruise luggage
tags printed?*
q Mail & newspapers stopped?
q Credit card provider (bank) notified that you will
be traveling in Europe?
q Did you read the Q&A in the May issue? Highly
recommended!

* = Please hand

• Not necessary for our Hilton group reservations

carry these
items

2017 REUNION ATTENDEES AND CRUISERS
CATALINA, Ben & Lynn

C

ADAMS, Craig & Mary
BECKWITH, Geo. & Nancy

C

BOLEN, Paul & Donna
BROWN, Fred & Mari Anna

C

MAUST, Jay & Jane

FUTRELL, Tom & Carol

C

MAUST, Jay & Jules

C

C

MCGUTH, Bill

C

MCILROY, Tom & Cheryl

HANSEN, Mike &
KAZARIAN, Linda

C

MAUST, Joel

GLAZA, Paul & Cheryl
GRACEY, Rodger & Betty

BURNETT, Doris &
BISHOP, Marshall

FRYMAN, Ken & Kay

C

RUTTER, Joe & Franca
SHELTON, Bill

HEFNER, George

CARINO, Jim & Connie

HOIT, Zane & Margaret

C

SWACINA, Dan & Kathy

CLEMENTS, Bob & Tina

HORTON, Tom & Elaine

C

VAZQUEZ, Jaime & Belinda

C

C

VAZQUEZ, Jose

C

CORREALE,Vincent & Judi

C

HUDGINS, Dick & LeNeille

DAVIS, Dee & Melanie

C

HUGHES, George & Gwen

WALBRIDGE, Ray &

DARDEN, Patrice &

KILGORE, Don & Rita

FREEMAN, Leslie

C

NORMAN, Bert

KUNZ, Jean & Heinz

C

WILLS, Roger

C

DOHR, Jill

LASHER, Lash & Norma

C

WILLSEY, Dean & Dana

EAVES, Sally &

LAURNEN, Ed & Judy

WEPPLER, Arleene

LEONE, Nick & Margaret

FARMER, Betty

C

LONG, Gideon & Carole

WITT, Randy & Peggy
C

C = ALSO CRUISING

C

5

Aviano Reunion Association • www.AvianoReunion.com

Aviano Afterburner, Vol. 30 Number 3

6

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL TIPS
By Lynn

Time for a few international travel tips. Flying
isn’t for sissies anymore, and with periodic
flight delays and lost luggage, it’s good to
prepare for almost anything!
• Make copies of your passports, preferably in color; just the first two pages that
have your photo and name/ number / date
information. Place a copy somewhere in your luggage and
leave another at home or with a loved one. One of our clients
lost her passport while heading to a cruise. A copy would have
made her situation much easier. Remember that passports
should be valid for at least six months after your scheduled
return from your trip.
• Visit www.tsa.gov to verify what you can carry with you inflight. Remember the 3-1-1 rule: no more than 3 ounces per
container, placed in a one-quart Ziploc bag and only
one bag per person. I put any gels, liquids, and
creams I need for at least two nights in my little
bag, including eye drops and lip balm. You may
have to take the bag out of your carry-on luggage to go through security
• Before you leave, be SURE to contact your local bank and
credit card company to alert them to your international travel
destinations. Get the name of the person you tell! Their goal
is to protect your money, but it’s not pretty if an ATM won’t
allow a cash withdrawal with your debit
card or a business can’t accept your
credit card. If you have more than one
credit card, use the one with zero foreign
transaction fees. NOTE: VISA and
MasterCard are the most accepted &
preferred USA credit cards in Europe.
Travelers checks are almost useless
nowadays as no one wants to cash them! That brings me to
another subject: you’ll get the best currency exchange rate at
ATMs, not those expensive kiosks/change stores in airports
or even at your local bank. If you feel you must get foreign
currency before departure, don’t overload since the bank may
charge a higher fee than an ATM. For latest exchange rates:
www.xe.com
• In your carry-on bag, include your passports, tickets/hotel info, medications,
and at least a partial change of clothing
for each traveler, along with anything
you absolutely must have for at least

two days…just in case your bag doesn’t make it right away.
I also throw in my makeup and a small, single-use packet of
laundry detergent in case luggage is delayed. Hand-sanitizing
wipes and/or gel are a good idea, too, to help guard against
germs and wipe down the airplane seat tray.
• If you are traveling as a couple, don’t totally designate “his and
hers” suitcases. Instead, place a few items in each other’s bag.
If you’re traveling single, just make sure your carryon contents
can sustain you. Throw in a three-way extension cord or plug
to accommodate those multiple appliances and chargers we
carry these days. Also remember to pack some adaptor plugs
and a small voltage converter for Italy since European hotels
are 220V only. {An adaptor plugs & voltage converter kit costs
$20-$25 at WalMart, Target & other stores}
• Use your smart phone to take
a picture of your luggage! If
luggage is lost or misplaced,
having the picture will make
the identification process much
easier for those looking.
• Many European hotels do not
provide washcloths, only bath and hand towels, so some travelers like to take a couple of old washcloths they wouldn’t mind
leaving behind.
• Have trouble sleeping on planes? Consider a sleeping aid. I
know Ambien/Sonata do not work well for some folks, but they
do for us. We take only a half-tablet (5 mg) after
dinner on the plane and can usually (well, sometimes!) manage a little sleep during overnight
flights. Another half tablet the first night or two
at the new destination helps get us acclimated
to the new time zone. Consider asking your doctor for a 5 to 6
pill prescription for that purpose only; or opt for one of several
OTC options (CVS & Walgreens have good alternatives), or try
melatonin. Ask your pharmacist.
• If you are taking a cell phone, be sure to add
your airline phone numbers to the address
book in case of travel delays. While everyone
else stands at the airport agent’s desk, you
can work your problem independently on the
phone. Will your phone work at your destination? That’s a question for your phone service
(International Travel Tips Continued on page 7)
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(International Travel Tips Continued from page 6)

provider. Call them now! Be sure to check roaming charges
and per minute charges. Remember, too, that roaming charges on a ship are usually higher than those on land. You may
want to add a temporary international plan for voice, email or
data package for the duration of your trip. Internet packages
can be purchased on ships.
• About 24 hours before your first flight departure, go to your airline website and check in.
You can also get the latest update on your
flight schedule. Sometimes you may not be
allowed to check-in online for an overseas
flight, but do try. Print the boarding passes at home if allowed.
• Finally, check the weather
report the day before you leave
at www.weather.com and type
in the name of your destination
cities or ports. You can get a

10-day forecast, although as we know, weather predictions
are only that… predictions! But it may help you decide what
to pack. Layers work the best!
• As soon as you get to your destination
airport, find that nearest ATM and use
debit card to withdraw some local currency. No need to get a lot! Of course,
use your credit card whenever possible
since your card company usualwill get a good exchange rate, but it’s
always nice to have cash for smaller
purchases, taxis and tips.

Wishing you safe and uneventful travels...
...with lots of fun and great memories!

Reunion 2017 Points of Interest
THE “PALIO RACES” OF SIENA

THE ARCHITECTURE IN PISA

A race which lasts less than 2 minutes, is the subject of
debate and competition all year round and can cause men
and women to laugh or cry; such is the Palio, the greatest
traditional festival in Siena.
Siena is divided into seventeen contrade, or areas of the city.
The Sienese people belong first to a contrada and then to
the city. Each contrada competes against one another in the
Palio, and rivalry and competition are an integral part of the
preceding months before the event. Ten contrade are selected for each race, each contrada is assigned a horse, and
the horses compete in la corsa of Piazza del Campo while
thousands of people come as spectators and participants,
transforming the main piazza into a teeming sea of people.

Pisa is a city in Italy’s Tuscany region best known for its iconic
Leaning Tower. Already tilting when it was completed in 1372,
the 56m white-marble cylinder is the bell tower of the Romanesque, striped-marble cathedral that rises next to it in the
Piazza dei Miracoli. Also in the piazza is the Baptistry, whose
renowned acoustics are demonstrated by amateur singers
daily, and the Caposanto Monumentale cemetery.

a

ly
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REUNION IN WASHINGTON DC
OCTOBER 11 – 16, 2018

Experience the many historical Monuments, Memorials, Museums and
other highlights of our Nation’s Capital, Washington, DC, with your
Aviano friends! Join us at The Westin Tysons Corner Hotel (www.
westintysonscornerhotel.com) in nearby Falls Church, Virginia,
for lots of fun, friendship and food. Included in this
adventure are guided tours of Mount Vernon, President
Washington’s home, and Arlington Cemetery, plus a boat cruise
and buffet lunch on the Potomac River. Too much to list in this first
announcement. More details to follow, but here is a quick summary for now.

Thursday, October 11 – Welcome Registration and Reception
Friday, October 12 – Washington DC Tours
Washington Monument, USAF, WWII, Korean War, Vietnam, Vietnam Women’s
plus many other highlights of our Capitol city
Saturday, October 13 – Air & Space Museum and Arlington Cemetery Tour.
Air & Space and Escorted Arlington Cemetery Tour with Trams
Sunday, October 14 – Morning Free followed by Mount Vernon Museum Tour
Gardens and house tours plus Buffet Dinner at Mt. Vernon
Monday, October 15 – Potomac River Cruise and Dinner Banquet
Buffet Lunch dining on a Potomac River Cruise
Dinner Banquet at our Hotel with Live Band and Bar
Tuesday, October 16 – Depart for Home – See You Next Year!
YOUR HOSTS: Lash & Norma Lasher and Dick & LeNeille Hudgins
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